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PREFACE. 



TIT" HEN from his high office in the ad- 
miniftration of public affairs; an ad- 
miniftration, which had been long continued and 
fignally marked; which had been ably conduAed 
and faithfully difcharged; the right honourable 
William Pitt had -determined to retire by volun- 
tary refignation; it became His Majesty, in 
that paternal folicitude with which He is ever 
anxious for the welfare of His people, to provide 
a fucceffor in that department of the State. In 
making His choice on this momentous occafion. 
His Majesty was to be guided by deliberate 
and mature cpnfideration of the peculiar circum- 
ftances then exifting in the Country. ^ National 
bufinefs, domeftic and foreign, was accumulated, 
a 2 multifarious. 
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multifarious, and complex. Parties, in the two 
houfes of parliament and in ;the imperial donii- - 
nions, were widely difunited by difference of 
opinions, and were warm in maintaining each its 
own fentiments, On the queftion of f^ peace," 
or "war," it was generally fuppofed there h^d 
not of late prevailed unanimity in the cabir 
net. The nation, though it faw indeed no 
profpeft of attaining the one, yet it judged 
the feafon was now arriyed for terminating 
the other, if that meafure could be effefted by 
a negotiation on moderate and fair terms. In 
fuch a fituation of affairs, it was highly expedient 
that the new Minifter, whoever he might fee, 
fhould be a man of underftanding, clear and 
perfpicacious ; of information, enlarged and 
general; of habits, induftrious and attentive; of 
difpofition, inclined to conciliate; of experience 
in political concerns and in mankind, collected 
through many years of accurate obfervation ; of 
infight into the caufes and acquaintance with the 
conduft of the war, complete and pcrfeft; of 

principles. 
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principles, upright and honourable j of attach- 
ment to the Britifh confutation^ tried, un(haken| 
ardent, zealous; of refolution, originating in con* 
viAion of what is right, and in determination to 
follow it fo far as might be prafticablc ; yet tem- 
pered With fuch prudence as to difcern where 
departure from previoufly formed judgment might 
not only be allowable, but even falutary. Such 
ivas the Minifter the times required ^ His Ma- 
jesty was gracioufly pleafed to appoint the 
right honourable Henry Addington Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and firft Lord of the Treafury. So 
dignified already was the fituation of Mr. 
Addington as Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, 
Jhat he mufl; of neceffity make prodigious facri- 
fices to a fenfe of duty, if he accepted the appoint- 
ment. ITiofe facrifices however he did make; 
and in the high fpirit of a man difpofed in the 
hour of danger to ferve his King and Country 
in any capacity, where his talents could be ufeful, 
he obeye.d the commands of his Sovereign. 
f* TTie office of prime Minifter (fays Sully, 

B. 10.) 
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B. lo.) though at all times laborious, is not 
always loaded with difficulties: and the good for- 
tune of thofe is to be envied, who are called to it . 
at a conjunfture, when the whole ftream of 
affairs having for many years run on in a calm, 
and regular courfe, they have nothing to do but 
fit quietly at fhe helm, and content themfelves 
with a general ihfpedtiQn." That Mr. Addington 
was not called at fuch a conjunfture, and that his - 
change in official duties was not enviable, are 
truths which admit not of a queftion. Whether, 
he has, or has not, proved himfelf a minifter of 
that dcfcription which the critical ^ra demanded, 
every one will be enabled to decide for himfelf, 
who will patiently and impartially retrace the 
Months comprehended in thefe Memoirs. 

With refpcd to the Memoirs themfelves, 
and the nature of them, let thus much be pre- 

mifed: 
They were begun in the Spring of the year 

eighteen hundred and one.. They are regularly 

continued from that commencement, to their 

final 
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final conclufion. They profefs nothing more 
than to regifter, and that frequently in the very 
words of the moft rcfpeftable public papers, 
&fts of general notoriety and univerfal credit 
throughout the nation. The circumftances, how- 
ever, which they do relate, were all recorded 
while ftill recent. The remarks alfo, occafionally 
interfperfed, are thofe, which fuggefted them- 
felves, either at the very times when the feveral 
occurrences fucceffively and refpedtively hap- 
pened; or at periods, which if fubfequent, were 
yet not diftant from them any long interval. 
In all their parts, therefore, thefe Memoirs arc 
contemporary with the perfons concerned, and 
theafi^rs tranfafted. On that account, perhaps, 
they may be fcrviceable to the fiiture hiftorian- 
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QAtunDAir, March 14. — Mr. Addington re-^ 
ceived the feals of office, as chancellor of the 
exchequer^ and firft lord of the treafury. 

Monday, March 23.— J^r. Addington took his 
oaths, and feat^ in the houfe of commons. 

Wcdnefday, March 25.: — Mr. Addington made 
his firft rpeech " €st officw'^ The queftion before 
the houfe was, an " Enquiry into the ftate of the 
nation," moved by Mr. Grey; but negatived by 
a majority of 186 againft it. Mr* Addington, in 
a concife addrefs to the houfe, intimated the rea* 
fons which had induced him to* accept his prefent 
appointment; the probability there was of fettling 
matters with the Northern Powers^; his difpofi* 
tion for peace; his love of toleration. The 
fpeech was precifely what it ought to be, on fuch 
an occafion, modeft, but yet firm ; brief, but yet 
comprehenfiye. 

JB Tuefday, 
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Tuefday, April 14. — Mr. Pclham moved for 
a renewal of the bill, which fufpended the Habeas 
Corpus B,6t. The chancellor of the exchequer, in 
' fupporting the motion,, confuted all objeftions. 
The bill was read a third time, and pafled, by a. 
great majority. 

Wednefday, April 15.: — ^A'n extraordinary ga- 
^ette announced Lord Nelfon's viftory over the 
Danes, in the bafon of Copenhagen. This enter- 
prife, conduiSled as it was with intrepid. boldnefs, 
calm< perfeverance, and difcerning policy, adds 
accumulated glory to the name of this com- 
mander, who before was rendered ever memorable 
by the -daring, well-concerted,, and fuccefsful 
battle at the Nile. 

On the fame day, the minifter moved for the' 
. fedition bills to be renewed.- 

Thurfday, April 16.— The chancellor of the 
exchequer made a motion for the thanks of the 
houfe to Sir Hyde Parker, Lord Nejfon, and 
others, concerned in the expedition ugainft the 
Danes. He accompanied his motion with a 
very impreflive fpeech; generoufly commending 
Prince Ferdinand of Denmark; and declaring,, 
that as the reverfe fhould not have deprefled,. fa 
neither fhould this fucccfs immoderately elate his 
Majefty*s miniftcrs^ but that the vidory (houkt- 
2 \ I he: 
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be turned, as it ought, to be, to the purpofes of 
peace. — ^This fpeech gave univerfal fatisfa&ioa 
throughout the country. 

Wednefday, May 6. — ^The chancellor of th^ 
exchequer introduced a bill for rendering deacons 
and priefts ineligible to parliament. The Clergy 
in general approved of this bill. Not that they 
were indifferent to their juft, ancient, and confti* 
tutional claim, of being reprefented in parliament 
by their bilhops ; as for centuries they have been^ 
and as every friend to national morals, religion, 
learning, fcience, good government, and truly 
Briti(h conftitution, hopes for centuries they will 
be. But they did not think the facred miniftry 
fhould either be lightly affumed, or lightly relint 
quiftied: they did not conceive parliamentary 
compatible with parochial duties: more particu*^ 
larly they did not wilh to fee their Order eng^ed 
in the cabals, intrigues, tumults, and inor4inate 
praftices, which attend popular eleftionsf and 
which confeffedly do not correfpond with the 
clerical charafter. The matter was feen in* this 
light by the Clergy. By the Public, the chan- 
cellor pf the exchequer was thought to haVe a&ed 
with liberality and dignity^ in not immediately 
excluding Mr. H. Tooke, the gentleman on 
whofe appea];ance in parliament the queftion of 

B a eligibility 
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eligibility was firft moved; but rather in placing 
.the atbftradt queftion on broad princ^les^ and 
making the bill begin its operation with the new 
parliamentr whenever convened. 
. Monday, May 18. — ^The chancellor of the ex- 
chequer moved an addrefs to his Majefty, that a 
monument might be ere&ed in St. Paul's church, 
to the memory of Sir Ralph Abercromby, and of 
the event ^ which (faid Mr. A.) deprived his 
country of the fcrvices of a man, who never drew 
his fword to deftrby qv fubdue; but to favc, to 
reftore, to eftablilh." This gallant veteran clofed 
a long life pf glory on the 28th of February, in 
confequence of a wound, received on the^ 21 ft, 
in a. moft fevcre battle fought in Egypt* 

Monday, June 29. — ^The chancellor of the ex- 
chequer nioved refolutions on a finance ftatement ; 
- p'revioufly to which he fpake with great ability on 
the condition of our finances, and particularly on 
the wifdom andfalutary efFeds of the income tax. 
His idea was, *^ that with{|:eadinefs,£3rtil|ude,. and 
prudence, all out difficulties might be furmount* 
ed." He owned, he could not look at the finances 
without ferioufnefs; but he alfo confeffed, that 
the more minutely he examined them, the greater 
was his confidence. 

Thurfday, July 2» — By commifliyn, the parliar 

ment 
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mcnt was prorogued. His Majeffiy^s fpecch, 
delivered by the lord chancellor, was prudent ii| 
choice of topic ; moderate in exprefling the end to 
which our great fuccefles (hould lead> viz.— rthe 
attainment of peace; and firm in its confidence 
that we fhoxild continue to make neceffary faerie 
fices juid «ert vigofous efforts, if the enemy's 
exorbitant demands iliould preclude pcsic^f 

Saturday, Juiy n. — A convention, between 
Lord St. Helen's on our part, and Count Panin on 
behalf of Ruffia, was enounced by Lord Hawke* 
Ibury, in a letter to the Lord M^iyor of London^ 

Monday, Auguft 3. — ^A gazette extraordinary 
announced a fplendid and gallant viiSkory gained 
by Sir James Saumarez, with five fail of the line, 
againil a combined fleet of France and Spaii^» 
confiding of ten fail of the line. The aftioi^ wai5 ' 
near Gibraltar; or at leaft in the Straits, ♦ 

Sunday, Auguft 23.— A gazette extraordinary 
tnnolinced the capitulation of the jFi'^Q^^h army at 
Cairo, to General Hutchinfon's forces, 

Friday, Sept. 25.— letters were received from 
General Hutchinfop. They ftated, that t^e 
French army, which embarked for France at Ro- 
fetta, after the funender of Cairo, amounted jt9 
?;2,7o6men» 

33 Tburfdajr, 
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Thurfday, 0&. i .-^Preliminaries of peace be- 
tween England and France were, on the evening 
of this day, figned. by Lord Ha'wkefbury and 
Mr. Otto. 

So unexpefted was this intelligence, of an event 
moft deeply interefting and moft ardently defired, 
that it oqcafioned univerfally an extravagant and 
inexprelfible joy. It was matter of perfect 
aftonilhment that the negociation Ihould have 
been* condufted with fuch inviolable fecrecy and 
unremitting perfeverance; a circuniftance, which 
refle<fted the higheft credit on the honour, addrefs, 
and attention of government. 

Friday, Oct. 2.-— Difpatches were received by 
Lord Hawkefbury, forwarded from Lord Elgin at 
Gbnftantinople. They communicated intelli- 
gence from General Hutchinfoh, that on Auguft 
i6,1Vlenou offered. to capitulate for the town 
and forts of Alexandria. 

Saturday, Oft. lo. — An extraordinary gazette 
informed the public, that the ratifications of the 
preliminary articles of peace between his Majefty 
and the French Republic, figned on the ift in-r 
ftant, were on that day (i. e. Odt. lo.) exchanged 
by Lord Hawkeibury and Mr. Otto, 

Thurfday, Oftober 22.— The capitulation of 

Alexandria 
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Alexandria was publiftied in a gazette extraor- 
dinary. 

Thurfday, Oftober 29. — His Majefty opened 
the feffion of parliament with a fpeech from the 
throne. In the houfe of lords. Lord Bolton 
moved, and Lord Lilford feconded -, in the 
houfe of commons. Lord Lovaine' moved, and 
Colonel Wodehoufe feconded, the addrefs. Some . 
expreffions of difapprobation refpefting the terms 
of peace having fallen from Mr. Wyndham, a 
reply was made by Mr. Addington, who ftated 
the impropriety of, premature difcuffion on the 
preliminaries ; difclaimed all imputations of neccf- 
fity wWch compelled the nation to make peace ; 
but alTerted the advifing of peace to be a duty 
owing to their conftituents, country, and Sovereign. 
Mr. A. acquitted himfelf admirably in this fpeech, 
which he delivered with much fpirit and energy. 

Thurfday, Oftober 29. — By theefpecial recom- 
mendation of the miniftfer, the Marquis Corn- 
\yaUis is nominated as plenipotentiary to negociatc 
the definitive treaty at Amiens. The moft happy 
confequfences may be expedted to rcfult from the 
appointment of this nobleman ; who as he has 
eminently fignalized himfelf by the military vir- 
tues, which form the confummate general, fo he 
is highly diftinguiflied for.that experience, judg- 

j 4 ment, 
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ment, prudence, moderation, firmncfs, an4 intc* 
grity, whicl\ conftitute the accomplilhed (bitel^ 
man. H» life has been devoted to public fenrice* 
If in this, as in many other concerns of vaft mag- 
nitude, be proves fuccefsful, there will be few 
perfofts to whom the country will owe mote 
gratitude. 

Tuefday, Nov. 3. — The preliminaries of the 
peace were debated. An addrefs of thanks to 
his Majefty, expreffing approbation of the pre-- 
Jiminaries, was voted ; by the lords, on a divw 
fion, 104 majority againil 10 minority j by the 
commons, without a divifion, 

Wednefday, Nov. 4^-— The report of |:he Com* 
mittee of addrefs was brought up. The addfefi 
had been moved by Sir W. Harthup ; and 
feconded by Mr, Lee on the preceding day. The 
miniiler's fpeech combated the various obje<^om 
to the prelinxinaries, with great dexterity and 
force i and concluded with much animation* 
The addrefs was carried without a divifiton. 

Wednefday, Nov. 11. — Outftandlng exche«> 
querrbills, to the amount of £. 8,500,000. were 
propoied to be funded, according to terms fettled 
by the chancellor of the exchequer and a comT 
mittee of exchequer-bill holders, 

Th^rfday, Nov. 12. — ^The chancellor of the 

exchequer 
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exi^^uer moved that •* The <t hanks of the houfe 
(hopld be given to the army of Egypt." He ex- 
patiated on the courage, judgment, ikill, and high 
qualities, exhibited by thofe forces, in the moft 
animated terms. He fpoke of f he terniination 
of war in thefe words; " The conteft has now 
clofed ; the fword is fbeathed in its fcabbard ; 
and God gmnt it may be fo for ever ! But if at 
any future time it (bould be neceflary to draw 
it again, in order to preferve the honour, intqrefts, 
and fecurity of the empire ; ' the zeal, inti*epidity, 
and patriotifm, which had uniformly charaderized 
the Britifli foldiery, would derive additional ,ani^ 
mation ^nd fpirit from a recoUeftionof the glories 
of the army of Egypt." The motion, which wa» 
made in terms; mofl: impreffive and affcfting, was 
received with the ftrongefl marks of feeling, anci 
with the unanimous approbation of the houfe, 

Friday, Nov. 13. — The convention between 
his Majefty and the Emperor of Ruflia was taken 
into confid^ration. It was proved, that the con-r 
vcntion had fecured to /this country two points 
jnoft effential to our fafety, viz, that free bottoms 
dp not make fre^ goods; and tha^ neutral bofci- 
toms (hall not carry the goods of the enemy. 
jSecured alfo was the ri^ht of fearch, that maia 

fupport 
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fupport of maritime ftrength. Both lords and 
commons voted an addrefs, without a divifion* 
■ Monday, Nov: i6. — ^The chancellor of the 
exchequer, in a long fpeech abounding with 
matter d( finance, dated to the houfe the terms, 
on which he propofed funding the eight millions 
of outftanding exchequer-bills. Much ability 
appeared in this fpeech. The terms of his bar* 
gain were confirmed by the houfe, without a 
divifion. 

« Friday^ Nov. 20. — In a committee of fupply, 
Mr. Addington propofed the amendment of 
jf. 12,000. for fecret fervice money, inftead olf 
the £. 35,000. which had been' voted by a former 
refolution. This proof of his attention to ceco- 
nomy in matters of finance was complimented, 
as indeed it deferved to be, by Mr. Ellifon ; and. 
Sir John Parnell fpoke in praife of miniftry. 

Monday, Nov. 23.-— The chancellor of the 
exchequer informed the houfe he had employed 
much J ains on examining the expeijces of the 
civil lift for the laft fifteen years ; and that he 
was happy in ftating, from his own knowledge, 
that the utmoft occonomy had been obferved, 
confiftent with the nature of the expenditure. 
He intimated that the civjl lift was now inadequate 

- to 
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to its exigencies, and that he fhould foon refer 
to a committee of the houfe, the fubjeft of en- 
creafing it. He lamented the difVrefs incurred 
by thofe, who were entitled to remunerations 
from that lift, which however it * had not beai 
able to difcharge, 

Tuefday, Nov. 24. — Mr. Addington fupported 
a refolution for opening the diftilleries. He ob-* 
viated the objeftion, which prejudice had made 
to the meafure, in its apprehenfion that the refo- 
lution would operate, and had already operated, 
in fuch manner, as to raife the price of corn. He 
obferved, that the diftillation of wheat was pro- 
hibited under fevere penalties: that the effect of 
free work in the diftilleries would be to lower the 
price of meat, a circumftance which would more 
than counterbalance any rife of corn that could 
enfue on account of the diftilleries : he added 
alfo, that as the diftilleries in Ireland were opened, 
the Englifti dealer would labour under di(ad-i 
vantages, and an illicit trade in fpirits woul4 
prevail, unlefs the diftilleries in England were 
opened alfo, 

' Wednefday, Nov. zs- — Mr. Newbolt moved 
for the fecond reading of his bill, which was, ** For 
enabling overfeers to relieve the neceffitous, with- 
out compelling them to wear badges," and, " For 

indemnifying 
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indemnifying thofe overfeers, who had relieved 
Ihc neceffitous, and had not diredted that fuch 
badges fliould be ^Vorn." With equal earneftncfs 
and humanity, Mr. Addington expreffed Iiis 
aftonifhment that any objeftion could be made 
to the principle of this bill, which was fimply this : 
** Whether the ad of relieving the neceffitous 
poor fhould fubjeft the overfeers to penalties, 
becaufe, in fo doing, they had not a^xed the 
badge of turpitude and fhame, he would not fay 
"to a deed of charity, but of abfoiute juftice." He 
faid, he reflected with exultation and with plea- 
fure on the excellent demeanour of the poor 
under the mofl fevere trials and difficulties : and 
he wifbed the bill to pafs with the utmoft rapidity, 
even beyond what the f©nns of the houfe ufually 
allow. 

On the fame day, in a long fpeeeh of bufinefs 
and information refpefting the facility of private 
trade to the Eafl: Indies, Mr. Addington gave Sir 
W, Pulteney and the houfe to underftand that, 
to the end of 1803 provifion had been made for 
fuch facility ; and that before 1804 fome plaa 
would be adopted by government and the direq-? 
tors of the Eaft India company. 

Friday, Nov. 27.— In farther fupport of Mr. 
Ncwbok's bill, the chancellor of the exchequer 

begged 
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begged gentlemen to confider the queftion well. 
•* All, who knew the feelings of humanity, muft 
be aware of the effects likely to arife from a fenfe 
of humiliation ; the degradation of morals too 
generally followed. When men felt themfelves 
depreffed and funk below their proper level, they 
fpeedily became bad fubjeds, bad neighbours, bad 
hu/bands, and bad fathers ; they abfented them- 
felves from the houfe of God's worfliip, becaufe 
they were afliamed to expofe tl\eir fallen ftate, to 
exhibit the badge of poverty. It had therefore 
ever been the policy of wife legiflatures to cherifli 
that independence of mind, which was the fource 
and fupport of every juft and manly fentiment. 
It had been too often the faft, and it was melan- 
choly to obferve during the late fcarcity, that the 
induftrious poor man, however hard he laboured, 
unable to purchafe the apparel he was accuftbmed 
to wear, (hrunk from his former connexions, and 
declining his attendance at church, became liable 
to the extreme of depravity." 

Monday, Nov. 30. — ^The chancellor of the 
exchequer moved, that a loan of five millions 
ihould be granted his Majefty, to be raifed by 
exchequer bills. He defended the meafure againft 
Mr. Robfon's objeftion, by laying, " that in faft 
it was nothing more than an ifiue of frelh bills, 

in 
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in the place of tbofe which had been funded, ac- 
cording to a late vote of thvtt houle." 

Monday, Dec. i . — On the fecond reading o£ 
Mr, Alderman Curtis^s bill, for repealing the a6ts 
of 37th and 38th of his prefent Majefty, relative 
to the affize of bread ; the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer fupported the bill, obfcrving,- that the 
mode bf regulating the price of bread by the 
price of meal and flour, however plaufible in 
theory, had been found difadvantageous in prac- 
tice. By the htc acts, the baker had no intereft 
in beating down the price of the mealman : on 
the contrary, it was often his intereft to keep up 
the price, /as his own charge to his cuftomers 
would be high in proportion. The prefent bill 
went to deftroy fuch combination between bakers 
and mealmen, as might keep up the price. It 
weat alfo to take from the magiftratc the power 
of fixing the baker's profit. " He would not 
leave bakers at the will even of the chief magif- 
t rate of London. T^ie benevolence of his mind, 
and his tendernefs for the fufferings of the multi- 
tude, might lead him aftray ; and induce him to 
fancy there was extortion, when in faA there ex- 
ifted none; and to cut (bort the fair profits of 
thofe, who fupplied the moft preffing want of 
the people. In the late fcarcity, it was^ necef- 

fary 
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fary that the magiftrate fliould fix the price, for 
the fecurity'of the bakers againft the difcontent 
of thofe, who, without confidering the caufe, mur- 
mured at the high price which the baker was 
compelled by the circumftanccs of the times to 
demand foV the fale of his bread : but npw, as 
we were prepared for a mpre enlarged fyftem, he 
was for a total repeal of the affize on bread.'* 

Friday, Dec. 4. — Mr. Nicholas Vanfittart hav- 
ing moved for leave to bring in a bill to prohibit 
the diftillation of fpirits in Ireland from wheat only j 
and Sir J. Parnell (who died on the Monday follow- 
ing!) and Mr» Wilberforce alfo, having. expreffed 
their wi(h that the prohibition fliould be extended 
to the diftillation of fpirits from oats likewife ; the 
chancellor of the exchequer obferved, that their 
arguments operated againft the diftilleries from 
grain altogether. But he had heard nothing, 
which could nozv juftify reftridtions laid oh diftil- 
lation from grain, though the circumftances of 
fcarcity in the laft year might eXcufe them. He 
(aid, he would not then enter into an enquiry 
concerning the caufe of that fcarcity ; but he 
contended it (hould not have excited fo much 
furprife,. when the encreafed population of the' 
country which had fo materially advanced within 
the laft twenty years, was confidered, compara- 
tively 
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tivelf with its produce : and when it was d(b re-* 
collefted, that the diilradions on the continent 
had given to this country the monopoly of the 
trade of Europe; and the chief capital of the 
empire was encouraged to engage in conunerce^ 
and among other articles to fpeculate.in com. It 
jmuft be taken into account > in additipn to thefe 
caufcs, that this Country received fome *acceffion 
to its inhabitants by emigrations from the con- 
tinent. It Was impoffible^ therefore, that the 
produce of the nation could meet this increaled 
confumption of commerce and population. The 
flow effeds of agriculture could not accommodate 
itfelf to a demand fo fuddenly created, and which 
muft have been materially augmented by the ca-' 
pacity the niechanical claffes derived, from the 
advance of their wages, to increafe their confump^ 
tion of provifions. When even tliat fcarcity fo 
fcv.erely preffed upon the country, the houfe with 
reludtance reforted to the meafure of bounties ; 
and they adked wifely, rather to let things go al- 
moft to extremity, than encourage the people to 
look to any other refources than their own agri- 
culture and induftry ; rather to try their patience 
and fortitude to endure diftrefs for a fhort feafon, 
in order to turn their attention to the means 
of preventing, and to urge their beft exertions 

Xor 
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for obviating^ if poffibte> the recurrence of limilar 
difficulties in future. The policy of our an- 
ceftors had been to encourage importation of 
corn by bounties; but our policy was happily 
that^ which> by tending to encreafe our own 
refources^ more effectually fecured us againft 
want; ^tnd he hoped the country would pcrfe- 
vere in that fyftem; for the lefs we were depends 
ent on other nations for our fupply^ the lefs we 
had to apprehend. 

The application intended, in the(e reflexions 
of found policyi was obvioufly this 5 that; as the 
time of fcarcity was pafled> the number of fo^ 
reigners din^hiflied^ the caufes of encreafed con^ 
fumption much remoyedi internal agriculture 
moft vigoroully purfued, and the wifdom of en^ 
coiini^^i^ our owii hulbandmen in railing due 
fupplies of neeeflary corn was now thoroughly 
underik)od > the ufe of barley in diftilleries would 
be lefs detrimental, and confequently reftridions 
on diftilleries would be lefs juflifiable now^ than 
at a late period. 

He repeated his argum6nt$ ufed on Nov. 24* 
aflerting that the rife on com, in confequehce 
«f the diftilleries being open. Would bear 
no proportion to the &11 of butcher's meat, 
which would -be occafioned by the nvmber of 

C hogs 
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hogs that would be fattened from the diftilleries. 
At leaft 40,000 annually. He again uiged gen- 
tlemen to confider the injuly, ^hich would be 
luftained by the £ngli(h diftiller, if -diftilleries 
were open in Ireland, but (hut in En^and ; ad- 
ding, it was not fit to treat with fo much injuf- 
ttce, -men of great capital (as the diftiUers were) 
and who contributed fo largely to the public re- 
venue f nor was it wife to weaken their confi- 
dence in the fteadinefs, candour, and confiftehcy 
cjf thelegillature. Such conduft would be cal- 
culated to indtKe many of them to withdraw 
theifcapital from the bufinefs altogether: -No- 
thing but impeiious neceflity fhould urge the par*- 
iiament in any cafe to overlook the iattreft of 
fuch perfons* - - 

Monday, Dec. 14.— Petitions againft opening 
the diftilleries were taken into confideration. 
Mr. Burton, reprefentative of the city of Oxford, 
fpoke in fupport of a petition from that city. 
The ground of the petitictfi was, an apprehenfion 
that the price of corn in general would immedi- 
ately rife; and indeed that barley had already 
rifen, in confequence of the refblutions : which 
parliament had adopted, for opening the diftille- 
xicg. The chancellor of the exchequer, having 
firft correded a miftake, into which Mr. Wilber- 
* I force 
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force had been led, With regard to the fmall defi- 
ciency occafioned to the revenue by ftoppihg the 
diftilleries; ai^d havitlg ftated that 400,000/. was 
theaftuallofs fuftained; he admitted, that the 
petitions on the table merited confidefation. 
*^ The lords of the treafury had received no lefs 
than fifty others, to the fame efFedt: but what 
would the houfe think, when he affured them, 
that ihoft of thofe petitions came from places, iri 
which clanddftirie diftilleries Wetfc carried on td 
jt Ihoft aftonifliing effeft? In one alone of 
which, no lefs thaft ten were recently difcov-cred ; 
for th6 fuppfeffion of which, the military aid was 
reqiii^ecl to affift the civil power j both which 
however, though combined, Were inefFefttial, as 
they were refifted by a band of more thah fifty 
armed finugglcrs/* 

He then adverted to what had b^en faid on 
the rife of barley, in confequence of an expedta- 
tion that the diftilleries would ht opened. By 
an induftion of particulars, ' among wfiich was 
this ftriking faft, viz. that barley on Nov. 2, was 
higher than on th6 very day they were then de* 
bating about the diftilleries, h6 proved that if 
barley (hould rife, yet the caufe of fiich advanc- 
ed price was not to be imputed to opening' the 
diftilferieS. His ne^t argunient turned on what' 

c 2 he 
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he bad jremarked in a former debate^ viz. that the 
eikreafed quantity of hogs, which woxild reduce 
the price of butcher's meat, \j(ould more than 
countervail any advaiKse of price that could be 
made on corn, from the operation of diftilleries. 

The queftion for opening the diftillerics was? 
carried by a majority of 62. 

Monday, Dec. 28. — ^The chancellor of the ex- 
chequer expreffed his concern, that he was undci; 
the neceffity of moving for only a (hort adjourn- 
ment: but he coi^oled himfelf by his confidence 
that gentlemen were perfuaded fome prudential 
motives alone induced him to nanie fo fhort a pe- 
riod as Monday, Jan. 4, for their next meeting. 

Mr. Thomas Grehville qufeftioned the chancel- 
lor of the exchequer on the failing of a laigeJeet 
from Breft ; and expreffed his fears, that the pro- 
ceedings in the definitive treaty between , this 
country and France, now pending, would be ma-, 
terially affefted by it- 

The chancellor of the exchequer replied, — 
** Whether any communications had paffed oi> 
the fubjeft between his Majefty's minifters, and 
the gov^nment of France, it was not proper for 
him to ftate. Whether due precautions had 
been taken to guard againft, what indeed was not 
likely to happen, but what however there was a 

poffibility 



MR. ADDINGTON*S ADMINISTRATIOK. 21 

poflibility that it could Happen, the houfe would 
not then call ^ him to declare/' He aflured 
the houfe, the failing of that armanient would 
not in the leaft degree interfere with the negotia- 
tions at Amiws, or weaken the energy of lord 
Cornwallis*s language in the neceflarjr terms to 
be propofed. He intimated alfo, that the (hort- 
nefs of their adjournment had no more connexion 
with the Breft fleet, than the Breft fleet with 
their adjournment, 

1802. 

Saturday, Jan, 2. — ^The Monthly Agricultural 
RepcHt ilated, that grain was fomewhat on the 
advance^ affigning as a reafon for it, '^ probably in 
a great meafure from the diftilleries being allowed 
to work ^ain/' Neither the fadt, nor the reafon 
appear to be accurate. For^.whereas on Nov. 2, 
barley was from 46 j. to 49 j. ; and on Dec. 14, 
at 48 s. ; the: agricultural report itfelf ftates it to 
be at 44 J. I d. If this report, which is for De- 
cember^ takes the average of that month, it is 
evident the chancellor of the exchequer argued 
on good grounds, when he denied that the open- 
ing of .the 4iftillcries wotdd operate to the rife of • 
barley. j 

li^pnday, Jan. 4.-?— On the fubjeft of adjourn- 
03 ment. 
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Inent, the chancellor of the. exchequer addrefled 
the hpufe ip words to this effed : " On each of the 
la-te Qccafions, on which I moved ah adjournqient 
of the houfe, I felt myfelf impelled by para- 
mount confiderations, to propofe an adjournment 
for a very (hort and lipiited period, I have how- 
ever the fatisfadioa of informing the houfe, that 
the force of thofe confiderations is fo much dimi- 
niflied, tl?at I am confident I fljall not have oc- 
cafion for reforting to a fimilar meafure, after the 
day to which it is now my intention to move an 
adjournment. The Teafon, which induced me 
to addrefs you on former occafions, I hope I fhall 
never be under the neceflity of det|ailing to the 
houfe. Under this coaviftion, I move, that the 
houfe at its rifing do adjourn till Thutfday fe'n- 
night; and I feel bold to add, that, on its meet* 
ing again, I fhall be enabled to propofe an ad- 
journmeot for the r^cefc to the extent of- time 
originsdly intended." 
The njotiou was put, and agreed to^ 

It is now well known, that the. mutiny, which 
lately broke out in admiral Campbell's O^ip, '^ the 
Ten^eraire," at Bantiy Bay, has been the occafion, 
which required the fitting of parliament at t;bi$ 
unufual feafon of the year. 

liet us hope this will be the lafl inftance of 

jacobinifm. 
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jacobmifin^ that dire fpirii» which in ks princi* 
pfcs axid praftice, goes to the uttef extindion af 
humaaibciety. 

Wednefday, Jan. 6. — ^The trial of fourtceti 
prifoners, fcanien belonging to "the Teme* 
rairc^** for mutiny, comroenced at Portfinouth^ 
on hoard " the Gladiator." The examinationi 
of witn^es cofittmiedi three days. On the fourth 
day thse prifoners gave in their defence. On ik^ 
fifths thirtcca were coiwfenmed to fttffer deaths 
ami one to receive 200 lafhes. 

In the couicfe of evidence, it was ftated,. that 
admiral Campbell cao&e out and aiked captaia 
Eyleai « What was the matter?"— Th^ captaia 
told him^ the fhip's company wanted to know 
where the Ihip' was going? The admiral aofwered, 
" To hell^if flie is ocdeted, and we muft go with 
her." 

It were to be wiihed Ibnate other place had oc- 
curred to his mind: but yet we cannot help ad- 
miang the fenfe of di&ipHne and obedience, 
which the brdive and determined commander 
meant to expxe& and enforce, 

TucHday, Jan, 14,— The houfc met, and the 

d^neeUoE of tiae exchequer agaiai moved &r afhort 

adjournment, having introduced his motion in a 

c 4 fliort 
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Ihort fpecch to this efFe^ : " I am perfuadcd the 
houfe will do me the juftice to admitj that it 
has been with confiderable anxiety and concern 
I haye moved feveral adjournments, produ&ivc 
of great inconvenience to its members. I am 
alfo perfuaded the hpuie will allow, I muft have 
felt extreme difficulty and concern in Withhold* 
ing from it the motives of thefe fliort adjourn* 
ments. Upon the feveral occafions on which I 
prc^ofed them^ I ftated, tliere appeared to me 
fufficient grounds to warrant fuch proceeding; 
but I hoped I fliould not be called on to det^l 
them. The houfe did not call on me for any ex- 
planation, and I am thankful to it for this mark 
of confidence, and for giving me credit for the 
motives. The houfe has exereifed its accuf- 
tomed wifdom tod difcretion in not preffing for 
a difclofure of them. Under the circumftances, 
which operated on my mind, at the times I pro* 
pofed thdfe adjournments^ there appeared to me 
no alternative, as I faw nothing to juftify an op- 
pofite conduA. Thofe circimiftances ait iince 
fo changed, that I have a doubt on my mind 
how far they fliould. now produce fimilar effe&s : 
but in my opinion, to doubt, in fuch a cafe,* is 
to decide. I fliall be always anxious to have tfao 
^vantage and ai&ftance of the w^dom and de)i« 

beratiqii 
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beration of this houfe: but I am coo^dced fucb 
^ reference will not be neceflary upon the fubje& 
of thefeihort adjournments. The bare paffibi« 
lity, however, of fiich an event is^ in my mind, 
iuffident inducement for nulcing the motion I 
have prepared. It is, ^* that this houfe do, at 
ksri£i^, adjourn to Tuefday next." 

The motion was put, and carried. 

On^this fame day, the court-martial re-dlembled 
at Portfipouih, and after hearing chaiges, and 
defence, declared fix mutineers guilty; on five 
of whom was pronounced the fentence of death ; 
and one was condemned to receive aco lalhes. 

Friday, Jan. 15. — ^The fix mutineers, belong* 
ing to the Temeraire, on whom the fentence of 
death had been paffed, were executed. 

TueftJay, Jan. 19.-— JHaving preidgisfly ftated; 
that the caufes, which had before induced him to 
move for fliort adjournments, were now com- 
pletely removed; and having exprefibd fome 
anxiety, that without the ilighteft foundation on 
any words which had fallen from himfelf, there 
had neverthelefs })een railed an expeftation that 
he would now explain motives, which, though 
jmown privately to individuals, ought not in 
prudence, propriety, and delicacy to be naadc 
jhf? fub^cfts Qf formal difclofure to thgHouTei 

the 
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tho cHaaccillQr of the exchequer mofveri that the 
houfe Ihoqld, at its rifiijg, adjourn to Txiefday* 
Fcteuary the fecond, 

, After feme debate^ in which Mr, EHiot re- 
quired from the mintfter fame coiiuiiiBttication 
refpccSting the important fubjefts how pending, 
and in which Dr. Lawrence moved for an ad- 
journment only to Tuefday ntxt ; xeplies having 
been made by lord Hawfccftury and the attorney 
^neral; the minifter's motion was .put, an4 
cwiod without a divifion, 
, Tuef^y>Jan. 19,— The five mutineers of the 
Tementtrcj, on whom the featence of death, had 
tjeen pafljbd by the court-martial^ were executed 
at Spith^. 

It is impoffible not to join in the public prayer, 
that thi^tteybe the laft inftance of ^ fadious and 
turbuJfcftt.ilJirit, which, byrefijfting compliance 
wtthdnjeiubordination,andbyoppofi£^ legitimate 
and nefcflhry commands, confounds all r^gulaiity, 
fobverts difc^ine, and renders 'ftrength ratker an 
engine <^felfrdeftru<9rion> than a power formidable 
♦o an* ^emy. In- fuppre^og thi3 fpirit, the 
ininiftiy h^te afted with liaudable vigour: and, 
liow^yer ptonfeil, may be the eKcution of fa many 
pitiaJpl^ and unfeappy fuierers,yet this feafenaWe 
f rifQ«ciiig of vindi&ive juftici^ has probably .pre^ 

ferved 
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feverity^ on fuch an occafioiv is ia tfk£i the mpfk 
real and fubftaatial mercy»a$ the prefervatioA of 4 
larger number is an objeft, in the view of h.un3^ 
jiityi much more to be regarded^ than the merited 
fufferingaf a number far iufewr. Mutiny and 
rebcllioji are of a tendency fo dang^^row, that,, to 
prevent contamination^ prudence' fi^eft^ th^ 
iaftantaMOus. applicaiion of the moft effeftual 
remedy. 

Of approved abilities and known patriotifm 
was he,, who in his fpeech on the mutijiK>r bill in- 
trp4ucedi this paCage: 

' " l#ibc«:ty and discipline; Kbertyand.goveni-r 
ment, »are much nearer alHed, and. nx\^iv naoro 
compatible . the ono with the other (wbatevec 
fome may think) than liberty and licentiouOiefs, 
Ijook into hiftory, and you will find it univerfally 
true, tb^t the fireeft Hates have been ftrideft in 
their military difcipline; and the beft men in 
thofe ftates have always exafted it with the 
greateft feverity, Good laws, feys Machiavel, 
nmft be maintained by good arms; and good 
arms by good difcipline* It i^ a very juftteaxim, 
which no government (hould forget, Lat-e expe- 
rience has Ihewn us, that if -we had not had good 
arms and good difcipline, our good laws would 

have 
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hav^becn loft. The maintaining this difcipline^ 
th^ not fiifFcring it to be relaxed in time of 
peace, is eflcntially neceffary to the fafety of the 
whole conftitution ; and they who are friends to 
. the one will be friends, to the other."— lK)rd Lit- 
tletoii's Works, ed. 8vo. 1776,^0!. iii. p. 27. 

Nf5v6r to be forgotten is th« patriotic condud: 
of Mr. Sheridan^ at a iaafoa, than which th^ 
nation has feen few more )a;WefuL When the 
Mutiny at the Nore, in 1797, was become moft 
feriouily alarming, he nobly rofe fuperior to the 
bigotry and feJiiflinefs of party^onfideration; 
and by his fpeech on the occafion, delivered in 
the houfe of commons, contributed in no fmall 
d^^e to excite defpair in the minds of thofe 
audacious and unparalleled offenders. 

On Thurfday Jan. 28.— A colonel in the army 
was executed at the froxit of Newgate, purfuint 
to the fcntence pronounced on hin^ at the Old 
Bailey. He was there tried for having caufed the 
^eath of a ferjeant, by ordering 8oq lafties to be 
infliftcd on him with a |x>pc, ^ Goree, of which 
iiland ^e colonel was lieutenant*gpvemor. The 
£ital puniChment was inflided on the (erjeant fo 
far back as the year 1782. The author of it was 
. apjMrehendpd in 1 784, March Sth^ byt ^ud^ (h^ 

vigilancQ 
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Tigiknce of the King's mcflengers, by efcaping . 
bqm them at Reading. He lived^ in a ftate of 
exile from that period till Oftober 1801, at which . 
time he returned to England, and furrfendcred 
himfelf for trial. 

That a perfon high in command fliould thus 
fignally have fufFered puniftiment by death, fb 
immediately after the execution of the mutineers, 
is a ftriking occurrence 5 and in the ftrongeft 
manner (hews the equality of our national juftice^ 
and the impartiality of our laws. The unhappy 
colonel was by marriage connected with peers of 
the realm.^ But our laws prohibit violation of 
reftitude ih perfohs of all defcriptiofts, without 
refpedt either to femily or fortune, to rank or 
authority. Add this is the very eflence of true 
liberty in our own or in any conftitution of civil 
government, that it Ihould contain in its vital 
principles, and adlually carry into effedl in it» 
uniform and daily paftice, ** Inlperia tZGvH 
•* potentiora quarh hominum,** Liv.<2« 

Tucfday, Feb. id. — According to the tim^ 
appointed at the laft adjournment, the impe- 
rial parliament met again this day. To fome in^- 
quiries made by Mr. Canning, rcfpetftihg the 
(ale 6f crown lands in th^ Garibtiec^HIands; and 
€7 ' , the 
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the application of the purchafe-money thence 
arifingi to the liquidation of the civil-lift arrears, 
as had been propofed : ' • 

The chancellor of the Eifchequer replied, his 
idea of felling crown lands, for the purpofe of 
liquidating civil-lift^arrears, was not confined to 
the Caribbee Jflands. 

Friday, -Feb. 5. — The chancellor of- the Ex- 
chequer havmg caufed. printed ftatements to be 
previoufly difperied among the members of the 
houfc, referred to thofe ftatements, ^yhen he ob- 
ferved, the houfe 'was in poffeflion of the manner, 
in ^which the fum of ;f. 2,500,000, granted laft 
Icflion for the extraordinarics of the army, had 
been employed ; and alfo was made acquainted 
iirith the particular fervices, on which ^f ,2,000,000, 
raifed m purfuance of a vote of credit, had been 
expended. In addition to thefe accounts, his. 
Majefty had thought proper to lay before the 
houfe an account of the excefs for extraordinaries 
of the army* He explained the caufes of fuch 
excefs ) among which, the protraftion of the war 
in Egypt beyond the expeftation of the moft^x- 
|)erienced : perfons, was a principal caufe; fince 
no lefs a fum than (^, 1,540,000 had been drawn 
for on that account, during the fpring, fummcr, 
and autumn of the laft year. He intimated alfo. 

That 
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That the bills drawn on accoxmt of the Weft 
Indies, exceeded what had been calculated fuf» 
ficient for the Weft India fervice> by the funi of 
jf. 500.000; an excefs fo very confiderable, that 
commiffioners were going out td that quarter, fot 
the purpofe of vifiting every ifland, and of mi- , 
nutely inveftigating the feveral accounts, and thtf 
fads on which they were founded* He next 
ftated the amount of the navy debt, and gave the 
reafons for its lai^e amount. He faid it was impof- 
fible, under the prefentcircumftanccs, to afcertain 
how far it would be prudent to diminifli that debt. 
He propofed, however, a vote for ^f. 2,000,000 for 
that purpofe; and another vote for ;^, 1,847,174^ 
to defray the expences of the army incurred and 
paid by the^ pay-mafter. general of the forces in 
the year i8oi. 

Mr. Robfon having made fome remarks, and 
received anfwers, affUred the committee he was 
perfeftly fatisfied with the fairnefs and candid 
replies of minifters. 

Monday, Feb. 8*— Mr- Martin animadverted 
on the ftatements of expenditure diftributed on 
the preceding Friday. He was anfwered by Mt. 
Tierney, who faid, " The fucccffoT of the late 
minifter was, for his conduft, entitled to confix 
dcnce, and his charader was refpedted by the 

country. 
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country. The Right Hon. Ghentlemail (Mr. Ad- 
dington) had done nothing to juftify the flighteft 
jeaioufy; The paper, which had been the fubjed 
of aniniadverfion^ had been Very fatisfa«9:orily cx- 
pl^ned/' 

Mr. Nicholls followed Mr. Tierney. He faidi 
^ The prefent chancellor of the excheqtaer was 
not'refpohfible for the various e^^pences produced 
by the late war; That he donfidered him as the 
minifter of a pacific fyftcm, and had obfei:ved n# 
0nc meafure of his that merited reprehenfion," 

The chancellor of the exchequer ftated, that 
previouily to raifing the fums necdflkry for t&e 
fupplies of the year, it was iridufnbent to vote ^ 
fum for fatisfying the irtimediate demands of the 
public fervice. He therefore moved, *' That the 
fum of 2,ico,oool. be raifed by way of loan on 
exchequer bhR^' ^ i? 

Tuefday, Feb- 9.— This day was vacated*, by th« 
judicious and merited promotion of Sir John 
Mitford to the high dignity of lord chancellor of 
Ireland, the fpeaker's chair of the htoufc of com- 
mons : that chair, which for twelve years Mr. 
Addington filkd, even by the confeffion of a 
gentleman who was lefs fevourable ta his admi- 
niftration, " with dignity, grace,, and rcditudew'* 
It might be- added too, in the words of the late 

ingenious. 
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ingenious, penetrating^ and ever to be revered 
Doftor Warton, " with ability, knowledge, pa- 
tience, and amiable manners.'' Wafton's note 
Qn V. 71* of Donne's Satires verfified, in vol. iv. 
gf Warton's Pope> p» 270. ed* 1797* 

Actuated by a fpirit of noble magnanimity^ 
by a generous concern for public good, and 
by a deep fenfe of duty to. his Sovereign, the 
fpeaker's chair, with all its honours, emoluments^ 
and comparative eafe, Mr. Addington uncondi^ 
tionally relinquiflied, at a period, when Rufiia, 
Denmark, and Sweden were confederate againft: 
us; when Buonaparte by the terror of his arms had 
compelled fome, and by the ftratagems of his po^ 
licy had induced other nations of Europe to (hut 
us out from their ports, and thus ruin our com* 
merce; at a period, when the afpeA of foreign 
aff^rs was dark, and gloomy, and the date of 
domeftic union much ag ted and difturbed^ 
To deliver us from all thefe complicated and 
alarmiki^ difficulties, was the immediate province 
of his new official appointment. It muft be con-^ 
fefled the undertaking was momentous and 
arduous: but his exertions for the accomplijOh^ 
ment of that interefting purpofe have been wifelf 
conceived, and prudently dirc&ed: and, by the 

D : bleffing 
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bicffing of Almighty God ! on his fincere cndca^ 
tours, he has reafonable grounds for hoping the 
time is not far diftant, whenf he may announce a 
definitive treaty of peace with all our enemies ^ 
whilft at home there happily prevails a general 
difpofltion for tranquMty, fatisfaftion,. and una- 
nimity. / . " 

Wedncfday, Feb. ro.-^Mr. Abbot wa^ thirday 
chofen fpeaker of the houfe of commons. Re 
was propofcd by the matter of the rolls. Sir Wil- 
liam Grant.v Mr. Baker feconded the ixlotion* 
Mr^ Sheridan propofed Mr. C, Dundas^ and was 
feconded by lord George Cavendifh. The elec- 
tion of Mr. Abbot was however carried, without 
% divifion^ and the. chair filled by a gentleman of 
induflry, moderation, and great knowledge. 

Thurfday, Feb^ 1 1 .—Mr. Abbot appeared at 
the bar of the houfe of lords. He addrefled the 
lords commiffioriers, who were appointed tO' give 
the royal approbation to his eledion. In the 
ufual form of words, he informed theni the choice 
of fpeaker of the houfe of commons had devolved 
ba him. The lord chancellor, as one of the com^ 
^ -Kiiffioners, exprefled his. majeily's approbation f 
ivhercupon Mr. Abbbt returned to the houfe of 
commons, and took the chair accordingly. 

Monday^ 
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Monday, Feb. 15. 

Mejagefrom his MA JE SfT. 

G.R. 

" His Majefty feels great concern at 
being under the neceflity of acquainting the 
hoiife of conimons/ that the provifion appointed 
^ut of the civil lift, for defraying the expences of 
his houfehold, has been found inadequate to fup* 
port the fame; in corifequence of which/ certain 
debts have been unavoidably incurred; an ac-^ 
count of which his Majefty has ordered to be laid 
before his houfe of commons. His Majefty relies 
on the zeal andaffeftion of his houfe of commons, 
to take the fame into confideration^ and to adopt 
ftich rtleafures as circumftances may require.** 

The chancellor of the exchequer moved, that 
the melSage fliould be referred to a committee of 
fupply. Agreed tonerh. con* 

Thurfday, Feb. 16. — The chancellor of the ex- 
chequer laid before the houfe an account of the 
civil lift expenditures for the laft three years, end- 
ing the 5 th of January • This, with thie papers 
already before the houfe, would form a regii^at 
ftatement upon that fubjeft, fo far back as the 
year 17S6. He moved, that the account ihpttld 
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lie on the table ; and gave notice, that on to-^ 
morrow he fliould move for the papers beingre- 
ferred to the confideration of a fpecial com- 
mittee. . . 

Mr. Sheridan afk^d Mr. Addington^ if it was- 
f)robable he tfiould have his MajefEy's inftruc- 
tiohs to communicate any thing to the hou^, on 
the fubje6l of the rights arid claims of his royat 
highnefs the Prince of Wales? The chancellor 
of the exchequer anfwered, he had no inftruc- 
tioris t(!>make any commurircation on the fubjedt ;■ 
nor did he think It probable he fhould. 

Wednefday, Feb. 17.— The chancellor of the^ 
Exchequer moved, that the feveral accounts, 
tvhichl'ite h^d pfefenfed relative to the arrears of 
the CiVil lift, fliouId be referred to a (eleft com- 
mittee. He preferred a feleft committee to that 
of a committee of fupply, in order that the cir- 
cftimftances attached thereto might undergo all 
that inveftigation they fo properly demanded, and 
that the public might be made 'acquainted with 
the reafons, which caufed fuch an accumulation 
of debt on the civil lift. He wiflied alf crrcum- 
ftances fhould be inveftigated, perfuaded as he 
was that upon fuch inveftigation the houfe and 
t!ie public would reft fatisfied, that the caufes of 
accumulation were unavoidable. It woatd be 

recollcdcd. 
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recollected, that fi^t.een y^ars s^o, wl^n the fche- 
dule, which limited the aqioiint of the ciyil li^ 
inComc was ii?;edj every article of the neceffaries» 
4nd ftill moc^ of the luxuries of life, were ipfiniter 
Jy below the pngt at wbich thgr have all been 
£nce acquired, ih would alfo call to their ,pb* 
f€xvati<3Ji .the circumftances in each of their 
own feveral domeftic concerns ^ and in their refer- 
.ence, he was convinced th^y would find the truth 
of his affertion. ,He w.puld appe^ to ih^ir judg- 
ments, if th^ were the cafe irx p^v2Jit li^, how 
much qiore :the p;-oportion mull bear whece roys- 
^ty was CQnceriie4, .aqd how much more muft b^ 
the confequent increafe q{ expenditure iiji his 
Majefty's jciyil lift e^ftablifhment," He conceive4 
it would ,be ' r\ght that eyery pppoigtunity Ihould 
be afiprd^d the houfe to re^eft on the matter; 
,and therefore, an interval as long as /circuipftanccs 
would adgiit, (boul^ be ^Ho»r^d between the rer 
port and its confideration. He x>;w:Luded with 
*noying, " That ^ feloft pqaimittee be appointed 
^o confider the accounts, which, fey his JVJajefty's 
commands, Mr* ChancellQr cf the Exchequer 
had prefented and delivered in, relative to his Ma- 
jefty's civil lift; and that they ftiould report the 
iame as they fhall appear to them, together y^it^ 
^heir opinions thereon, to tliat houfe." 

P 3 Mt. ' 
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Mr. Sutton Manners requefted the attentioq 
. t>f the houfe, to the concerns of his royal high- 
ncfs the Prince of Wales. He ilated> that the 
Jtvenues of the duchy of Cornwall were vefted in 
the Prince of Wales from the moment of his 
birth. That thefe revenues were in general allow- 
ed to accumulate during his minority, in order 
to form a fqnd from which his eftablilhmen^ 
tnight be founded, upon his coming of age. 
With refpeft to the prefent Prince of Wales, the 
tifual and accuftomed mode 5f proceeding, he 
contended, had not been obferved : the revenues 
of his duchy had not been fo allowed to accumu^. 
late; b\Xt they had been applied to the ufes of the 
civil lift;, and unlefs fuch application had been 
made of theih^ refources to the fame amount, in 
aid of the civil lift, muft have been had and 
voted from the public purfe. He concluded 
with a wifti, that his royal highnefs's rights might 
be inveftigated. 

Mr. Fox approved of the ftaterpent made by 
Mr. Manners Sutton. He was of opinion, the 
Prince had confiderable claims on the public. 
*He faid, he ftiould fupport the prefent motion, 
i. e. the chancellor of the exchequer's, without 
entering into the fubjed; but would not 'have 
it «thcnce underftood^ that he gave a motnentaiy 

approbatioi^ 
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approbation to the meafure of applying to parliar 
ment to difcharge the arrears of the civil lift. 
His Majcfty, he contended, ought not to be per- 
mitted to come to parliameat^ and defire it to 
make the civil Hft ^q«al to his expences; but 
fhould take care to confine his expences within 
the limits of the ciyil lift, as eftablifced at the 
conunencement of. his reign, and which parliar 
fnent ought not to alter. 

Mr. Pitt was of opinion, it became the honour 
j)f the houfe that fome proper mode of inveftiga- 
ting the clairns of his royal highnefs (hould be 
Adopted. He entered, however, his proteft at 
.once againft the do(Strine, " that parliaipent, by 
grafting at the commencerjient of a reign a civil 
Jift eftablilhment, deprives itfelf of the. powpr of 
.AUgpienting ite amount, if the incr^afed rate of 
.^xpence, which attaches to the crown 21s muck ^$ 
to the meaneft fubjeft, (hould require fuch an 
-augmentation. I never will admit, that parliar 
ment can abridgeats inherent pow^r of increafing 
rthat grant, which isbeftowednot more for the 
gratification of. the Sovereign, thao for the 
/fervice of the public; the fupport of the difFe- 
. rent departments of ftate, and the maintenance 
of that fplendour which is not o;tily effentiaU 
; but i& the vital principle infeparably conne&ed 

D4 with 
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with the exiftencse of a monarchical form of 
government/' 

The houfe agreed to the original motion; and^ 
then the chancellor of the exchequer moved^ 
^ That the committee to be appointed (bouki 
confift of tv/entyirone," To, which, when the 
houfe agreed alfo, he propofcd twenty; and, on 
the motion of lord Hawkefbury; the name of 
the chancellor of the exchequer was added to 
them. 

The report of the committee was ordered to be 
received to-morrow. 

When he remarked that fplendour was a vital 
principle infeparably connefted with monarchy^ 
Mr. Pitt fpoke the language of that genuine po- 
litical wifdom, which derives it^ maxims ftom 
long obfervation on the nature^ paflions, and 
prejudices of man, - ^ ■ -^ 

Whatever be your e^cecutive power, yoii muft 
make it refpcdablc in the fight of the people, or 
you diminilh the force of your laws, and weaken 
the energy of yoqr government. 

Not only Romulus, but the confuls alfo, dif- 
cerned the expediency of fecuring refpeft by ex- 
ternal appearance; 

Of the one we read *' (Jura) ita fanfta gederi 

hominum 
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hominum ^efti fore ratus, fi feipfe venerabilen:! 
Infignibus Imperii feciffet, quum catero babitu fo 
ftuguftiorerD, turn maxim^ lidoribus duodcdm 
funjtis fecit.'* Liv. 1.8. Of the other, the hif* 
torian xecords, " Omnia jura, omnia infignia 
primi confiales tenuerc/' Ibid, 1. 2. i. 
. Nor is it fufficient that you fecure refpefl: by 
ftiiking terror; you muft, to lay.it on a deeper 
fonndation, cnfure and confirm it, by influencing 
opinion, and by captivating the afFedtions. 
Neckar, in his ** Eflay on the True Principles of 
Executive Power," vol. i. p, 36S, has a good re^- 
mark on this fubjeft; and Burke, with great 
force, -has combated the cold philofophifm, which 
^ould ftrip the throne of every thing conducive to 
procure attachment. " Refle&ions on the Revo- 
lutions in France,'^ P- ^ *5- ^^^ ^79^- 

Thofe^ who eftimate civil inftitutions, not acr 
cording to the benefits thpy produce in fociety, 
but by the Turn pf money required to fupport 
them, have in their narrow and mercenary, con* 
captions endeavoured to raif^ a prejudice againft 
even limited monarchy, by an iniinuation that 
republican government is cheaper. In anfwer 
to this it 16 well obferved by Gregory ; " The 
faaion, intrigue, and confequently the bribery 
prp?alent in popular ftate^^ may opcafion as lavilh 

an 
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^n expenditure of the public treafure by thofe ia 
power, as the trappings^ of royalty." Effays Hif- 
torical and Moral by G, Gregory, p. i86, ed. 
1785. > • 

A republic is a .*^ Bellua multorum capitum/* 
and the mouth of each head mull be fupplied, 
till the throat is filled, and the appetite gorged. 
It was to this rapacity in republican admiaiftra- 
tors, each in fucceffion enriching himfetf at ' the 
pubKc expence, th^-r Ariftotle alluded ; or rather 
jEfop, whofe fable of the 5^ Fox ^nd J^edgehog" 
is preferved by Ariftotle, in the fecond of his books 
oi> rhetoric, Ch. 21. edit. Goulfton. If (Econo- 
mical politicians would advert to the multiplied 
and fecret applications of public treafure in re- 
•publics, they ought even as / nice calculators and 
frugal managers to prefer limited monarchy for 
its comparative cheapnefs ^nd open fairnefs. But 
Jiow defpicable and groveling an idea is it, that 
by the computation of (hillings and pence, ftiould 
be weighed and valued civil government, of all 
things (next to religion) the moft interefting con- 
cern to man ! 

Monday, Feb. 2a.— Intimation was given by 
Mr^ Manners Sutton, that from motives of de- 
ference juid refpeft to his Majefty, his royal faigh- 

nefs 
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nefs the Prince of Wales defired the confidcration 
of his own claims to the revenues of the duchy of 
Cornwall might be poftponed, till the more ferious 
<:oncems of the civil lift were fettled. 

Tuefday, Feb. 23. — Dr. Lawrence enquired 
pf the fecretary of ftate, if the report was truc» 
that the convention entered into between Gfcaf 
Britain and Ruffia had been ratified by Denmark, 
JLord Hawkefbury replied, it was perfedly true 
that government had received the formal ratifi* 
jcation of Denmark to that convention. 

This communication is of material importance • 
^0 the commercial part of the country. It will, 
remove that fufpenfe which has hitherto retarded 
the operatioijs of thofe, who would trade with 
Denmark. 

Friday, Feb, -26. — Government on this day- 
received an official account, that Sweden alfo had 
acceded to the northern convention with Great 
pritain. 

MoQdg-y, March 1 .—-Mr. Dlckinfon gave notice 
,that he (hould, on Thurfday next, move for leave 
to bring in a bill for continuing and amending 
the a6t of laft feffion, refpeding the refidence of 
^ecjergy. 

'\' The 
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The ad to which Mr. Dickinfon alluded, was 
.«n aft for fufpending the operation of the ftatutc 
of Hen. 8th. c. 21ft. which ftatutehas lately been 
applied as za. inftrument of extreme oppreffion. 
|f>forn?iers, totally uni:onne5:ed with the pariflics, 
«of which i^ .fuffering minifters were reftors^ and 
ibr the avowed purpofc of raifing money, have 
with fuccefs profecutcd for non-refidence, fome 
whole parC^nage houfes were undergoing repairs, 
and therefore not habitable ; others who had 
^oufes utterly unfit for habitation, .but who moft 
confcientiou^^ officiated on £vepy Sunday 'S and 
others whom r^ard for ihe health of their familie? 
obliged to ht abfent. 

The ftatute is not only cruel, but it is abfurd. 
For although it compds the red:or to live in 
the parfonage hoyfe, yet it d9es not requirp him to 
officiate. 

It is moreover ineffeftuaJ. For on a living of 
/.600. per ann. and upwards, a reAor might lay 
he would rather incur the penalty, thanxeiide in 
a pariih of ill condition ; for, he could afford to 
pay bis £. i o. per month in each year, aad might 
think this charge more eligible than difquiet 
from vexatious parifliioners. 

It is fomewhat fingular, that in France, Heniy 
lEe fccond Chould have revived a law of J^uis tbe 

eleventh^ 
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eleventh, not many years after the enafting of 
our own Henry's ftatute. " Sancitum eit ■ 
m fenatu recitatum eft, xxt epifcopi et curiones 
aiBdui ad fua facerdotia eflent, et ipfi de rebus 
facris ad populum concionarentur, vel vicarios 
prjeberent, qur eorum vicem fungcrentur ; nr 
faciant, facerdotiorum frudtibus mulftentur." 
Thuan. Hift.J. 19. vol. k p.. 666. ed. Buckley. 
In one refpeft however, and that of confiderablc 
moment, the French law was more indiilgent 
than the Engliflb. It allowed fubftitutes. Our; 
own ftatute, except in the cafe of pluralities by 
difpenfation, and other fpccified inftahc^s of ex- 
emption, does not ^ve the option either of per- 
fonal, or vicarious, attendance. 

That refidence, as a general principle, is preg- 
nant with an infinitude of good confequences, 
appears obvious to the flighteft confideration. 
But then, like all other general principles, it may 
admit of very many exceptions, and be modified 
by a great variety of qualifications. There are 
many occafions, when a reftor c;in be more ufe^ 
fully employed for the ptirpofes of promoting 
religion and learning, by refiding rather in another, 
than in his own parifh. And there are many 
occafions, when more eflential fervice can be done 
by the curate, than by his reft or. 

Doftor 
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Doftor Sturgesi chancellor pf Wihchefter 
diocefe, has written caiididlyi and fenfiblyi 
on the fubjed of non-refidence. His remarks 
are particularly valuable^ becaufe tli£y refult 
from much knowledge and much experience! 
coUeded in .his official fuperintendence orer 
the clergy; 

Dr. S. is of opinion, that the feverity of the 
law might in very many inftances have been fairly 
mitigated, if in the various profecutions lately 
inftituted the courts had made a proper difcrimina- 
tion, between that which from the nature of the 
cafe and the reafon of the thing was unavoidable^ 
and therefore Not wilful abfence; and that^ 
which being defenfible on np gfouiid either of 
neceiiity, cipediency^ or propriety, - was irot 
Unavoidable, but clearly and palpably in all its 
circumftances a matter of mete choicei and there- 
fore WILFUL* 

A declaratory aft, ejEplaitiing the fevefal and 
Various cafes in which minifters (hall be corifidered 
is NOT WILFULLY abfent, and exempting from 
penalties thofe who come within fuch cafes^ might 
be fo framed as to relieve the clergy.; and yet, by 
permitting the competency for information and 
profecution to remain where it already., exifts, 
tnight obviate the difficulty of • determining on 
^ points 
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points very material in this bufinefs, viz. the per-» 
Ibns to whom the clergy (hall be amenable 5 'and 
the controuling power which fball be ^iven to 
thofe perfons, 

Mr. Nicholas Vanfittart faid, that in the ab- 
fence of the chancellor of the exchequer^ ** the 
caufe of which he was fure every gentlema^i 
lamented," he rofe to give ^ notice, that in ,the 
committee of fupply on Wednefday next, a mo- 
tion would be made for a farther iffue of exchequer 
bills, to the amount of one million. 

Mr. Nicholas Vanfittart, though briefly, yet 
properly charaflerized the humanity of a Britiflb 
fenatc. ' Doineftic indifpofition prevented Mr- 
Addington from attending. ' 

Wednefday, March 3. — Mr. Elliott faid, ha 
found much ground for apprehenfion and alarm, 
on the retrofpeft of the events which had hap- 
pened in fucceflion, fince the period at which was 
figned the preliminary treaty. France had aflTumecf 
a menacing afpe6b, which portended danger to 
all Europe." Buonaparte was invefted with the 
fupremacy of the Italian republic, whilft the nego-f 
tiation' between this country and France was dilh 

pending-- 
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pending. A very largd portion of the French 
Attt had failed to the Weft Indies. He was of 
bpinion^ France (hotild be tailed ufpon to^ explain 
the deftination of fuch a fleet. 

Lord Hawkelbury anfwered, and obferved, that 
the committee muft perceive how improper it 
wotild be for him to enter at that time into dif- 
cuffioq of the points brought forward by Mr. 
Elliott. Nothifig could juftify fuch difcuffion 
and interference of the conimittee, but certain 
knowledge that the negociation had been pro- 
traded to an unufual length of time y and that 
fuch donfequences had thence ftrifenas gave parlia- 
tneAt a right to call on minifters f6r an explana^ 
tion. He ii^adily^admittcd, that ferious inconve- 
nience had indeed enfold from the fuipente^ in 
which the public mind had been kept on the im-^ 
j)ortant queftion of •* peace, or war." If however 
gentlemen would but refled oa the great variety 
of interefts involved in the negotiations if they 
would but confider the many difficult points to 
be adjufted ; if they would but advert to ^aft 
experience, and particularly to the circumftances 
of the laft peace, the preliminaries of which were 
figned on Jan. ^o, 1783, but the definitive treaty 
not till December 3^ of the iame yearf they 

woxild: 
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would not think themfelves authorized to con** 
elude, that the negotiation had bcenv retarded by 
improper delay. 

Dr. Lawrence and Mr. Wyndham coincided in- 
fentiments with Mr. Elliott. 

Lord Caftlere^h faw no caufe of alarm ih the 
failing of the* French fleet to the Weft Indies. 
The forces fent from France were not more thait 
fufficient to re-eftablifli its government in Guada- 
loupe and St. Domingo; both which iflands 
we^B diftraded by infurreftions of the black in- 
habitants, which were dangerous and formidable 
to the white. TTie armament deftined to reduce 
the revolted colonies, was not of a magnitude 
beyond the obvious necefSty of the cafe. 

Mr. Cornwallis obferved, it was moft probable 
the French expedition to the Weft Indies might 
have in contemplation a fair and legitimate objetl : 
if, however, the intentions of the French govern- 
ment were hoftile, and the negociation for peace 
(hould terminate unfavourably, yet this country 
had nothing to apprehend. We had a force in 
the Weft Indies more than fufficient for the pro- 
teftion of our iflands. We fliould have the op 
portunity of fighting and taking the French 
fliips at fea, inftead of counting them in their 

E harbours. 
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Jbarbours. His Maj#y*s mmiliters therefore 
merited appJaufp, for hjaying fuffered them to 
fail. / . 

^ . The chancellor of the exchequer refutned his 
feat in the houfe. He rofe and obfervcd, that, 
/^ .Whatever difference of opinion oiay prevail on 
other fubjefts, be was perfuaded it would how- 
ever be generally admitted, that, under the prefent 
i5xiftixtg circumftances^ it would be extremely in- 
;expedient iand ineligible tp enter into any eontraft 
for the fervice of the whole yearj ahd that the 
mod defirable method for the fupply of prefent 
exigencies would be, by a farther . iffue of ex^ 
x:hequer bills. He therefpre moved (accpirding 
to Mr. Vanfittart's notice on Monday, Mar* 1.) 
r^* That it is the opinion of the comofjitte^, that 
towards providing for the fupply for the fervice 
x)f his Majefty, there (hould be raiied th4 fiam 
p£ one million by Icmi on dxchequer bills." 
Agreed to. 

' Thurfday, March 4. — ^Mr. Alexander having 
brought up the report of the committee of 
fupply, and a motion having beea put on- the 
charge for the barrack department, Mr. Kobfon 
made many remarks on the expences incurred by 
9 the 
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the barrack fyftem, and then fpoke to this eiFeA: 
*^ Gehtletrien may fence themfelves round with 
majorities; but the time will come, when there 
mufl Be an acppunt given of the public money. 
The public acceptances have been refufed." 

Some interruption having been occafidned by 
Mr. Robron^s aflertioli, at length the ipeaker 
fugg^fted the propriety of proceeding' to the 
(^ufinefs of the dayi On this the fecrietary iat 
war 'accounted for the barrack charges ; after 
Which the queftion was put and carried, and re- 
foliition agreed to! 

The chancellor of the exchequer then faid, the 
ho'ufe muft be aware there liad been but little 
time for him to invefligate the charge made in 
the ftatemeht of the honourable gentleman, in 
which* he alluded to the degraded cojidition of 
government credit; but he had juft received in- 
fortnatidn ' from authority on which he could 
depend, that this proof of infolvency in govern- 
ment was the refufal of payment of a billi, accepted 
at the ficfc and hurt office^ amounting to the 
izx^/iz/wj- fqm of ^. 19. 7 J. 

' "Thurfdayi March 4. — On a queftion of divorce 
in the hpufe of peers, lord Auckland faid, ** Let 

"'' • " E 2 any 
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any one look to France, and fee what were the 
fruits of that law, which made marri^ a civil 
compaft, and put it in the power of parties to be 
divorced, for fo trivial a caufe as incompatibility 
of temper. He would find, that during the laft 
year, upwards of feven hundred divorces " a vin* 
culo matrimonii" took place in Paris arid its 
vicinity." 

, That, except in the cafe of adultery, and that 
which cannot with decency be mentioned, the 
marriage compaft (hould be of perpetual force, 
is an obligation refulting from the nature of 
man, and therefore fanftioned by revealed religion. 
In weakening the validity of this obligation, the 
conftitution of the French republic adted moft 
cruelly towards the female fex, and fatally for 
the riling generation. When deprived of that, 
which is their chief ornament, won^en have been 
difcarded by capricious hulbands : and the 
children, which (hall be the offspring derived 
from (hort cohabitation, will be born into the 
.world without any profpeft of patetnal care. 

*^ That the bond (of marriage) be perpetual, to 
end only by death," is the pofitioh of Hutchefon 
in his " Short IntroduAion to Moral Philofophy." 
\B. 3. c. i. C 5. 4.) To tlie fame effeft, fee 

Fordycc's 
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Fordyce's -Moral Philofophy, (Seft. 3.x. 2. b. 3,) 
In exemplifying the fanftity of the Chriftian law 
with refpedt to marriage, Grotius remarks, 
^ Cumque omnis vera amicitia perpetua fit et 
infolubilis, merito talem earn effe voluit, quse 
cum animorum focietate corporum quoquc 
eontinet communionem : quod etiam ad redtam 
liberorum educatiojiem haud duBio eft utilius." 
(Grot, de Ver. Rel. Chrift. B. 2. f. 13.) And 
that difcor4ancy of temper Ihould not be allowed 
as a fuificient reafon to juftify divorce, is obferVed 
by Ptiffendorf, who thus adds; " Cujiis, • iiiter 
alias, etiam haec ratio eft, ne facultas divortii 
' contumaciam morum alat ; fed potius alterius 
' conditionis defperatio ad commoditatem morum, 
mutxiamque tolerantiam conjuges incitet." (Puf- 
kndoriy De officio. Hominis, L. 2. c. 2. f. 6.) 

Friday, March 5.— A bill was brought in, 
which' Mr. Nicholas Vanfittart and lord Hawkef* 
bury fupported. The nature of it was this. 
America, after the conclufipn of its war with 
this country, laid certain duties on Britifti goods 
imported in foreign fhips. Great Britain, in 
return, laid other duties on Amcrifcan goods, to 
counterbalance thofe impofed by America* 
Through her minifter, America had notified het 
E 3 intention 
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ji^tention of taking off thofe duties. It was 
therefore expedient to pafs an ad for granting bis 
Majefty power to fufpend the duties here alfo, 
according to circumftances« The objeS: ef the 
prefent Bill was to grant fucb power- 
' In his remarks on the bill, which was to be the 
foundation of an American treaty, Mr. Wyndham 
wifhed we (hould look for fupport and dignity, 
lather to our martial fpirit and high fenfe of 
konour, than to our cominercial profperity. 

The chancellor of the Exchequer was theace 
led to obferve, ^^ it appeared of late more £aL(hion« 
able than it (hould be^ to pronounce ^ommercia^ 
purfuits incompatible with high fentiments oi 
honour and national glory. But it wou)d be 
. recolleded by the houfe, that fuch an opinion 
was erroneous in principle, and falfe in fa^» Epr» 
the experience of the laft twelve years, in which 
we had attained to an unprecedented and un- 
rivalled degree of commercial profperity, an4 
during which the brilliant conduct of our ^wj 
imd navy, fufiiciently proved tl^t the moft exalted 
national fpirit was not inconfiftent with fud^ 
profperity; the experience of thefefafts (brve^ 
to refute and fidfify the imputations which^ witb- 
out reafon, were thrown out againft comoicxce, 
5 He 
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He agreed with Mr. Wyndham, that the power of 
France was immenfe. He would affure him, he 
was far from contemplating that power with in* 
difference. He would not be charged with 
apathy on that fubjeft. He was aware the power 
of France was fuch, as to call for the utmoft viw 
glance, exertion and vigour on the part of thit 
country. 5 but not foch as to juftify defpondency | 
that, he trufted, would be far removed froiji thiB^ 
piindsof Engliflimen. That high national fpirit, 
which had ever diftinguilhed them, and whiclv wasj 
Ijhe great confervative of national impottance, h^ 
had the finneft reliance, would uniformly prefervc 
them from any degrading or dejeded feeling/* 

Gentlemen of landed intereft (hould be ex** 
tremely cautious how they undervalue the conai 
mercial part of our community. It is to be re- 
membered, that in the war with" America, and 
in that which is juft concluded, we were priiv 
cipally enabled to njeet the charges^ by the re* 
v^iie arifing from commerce. To its commerce 
this country owes its chief fplendor. And thf 
ire^on which gives to commerce fuperior ^iviij 
in this nation is, the fpirit of our conftitutioBt 
wfcich opens the avenues of relpedt and honour 
equally tQ cQmoKrcial as profcffional men^ Found- 
E 4 ed 



56 BRIEF MEMOIRS t>P [l8o2. 

cd in truth is the maxim which aflerts ** E6 im- 
pendi laboiem, ac pcriculum, unde cmolumen- 
tum atque honos fperetun Nihil non aggreffuros 
homines, fi magna conatis magna pnemia pro- 
ponantur." (Liv. iv. 35.) Woe be to our trade, 
when this fpirit is checked or difcouraged. For- 
bid* it indeed, that men of minds contra6ked 
by the little and petty dealings of a retail fliop, 
(hould be invefted with legiflative authority : but 
our Britifli merchants of the higher clafs do not 
come within that defcription. They are men of li- 
beral education, enlarged views, polifhed maaners, 
and generous principles. They are thus eminently 
qualified for a Britifli fenate , a council, in which 
queflions commercial muft of neceflity be dif- 
cufied very frequently -, not indeed as to minute 
particulars, but on the broad ground of general 
policy. If indeed there were danger, that in 
England, as in Holland, every feeling of patriotifra 
would be abforbed in felfifhnefs and /avarice and 
luft of gain ; then we might deprecate the en- 
couragement of commerce: but as there are 
energies in the Britifti conftitution, and in the 
minds of Engliftimen, which will be more than 
adequate to refift fuch evil, let commerce main^ 
tain its due proportion of rcfpeftability*. 

^ Sully, 
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Sully^ in the twelfith book of his memoirs^ 
p,6i. voL ii. ed. 1761, has given occafion for 
the following ftridture : " We muft likewifc agree^ 
that one of the chief cares of a fovcreign being to 
maintain and ftrengthen unanimity between his 
fubjedts, by banifhing jealoufies from among the 
different ranks, and the mutual animofities of the 
feveral orders towards each other ; and war not 
being, as formerly, the true, and even the onljr 
means, pf rendering a kingdom flourilhing; the 
greateft part of the maxims laid down with thiss 
view (of giving to military virtue the moft decided 
preference and almoft exclufive honour) are un- 
fupported. Would it not be much fitter to. 
oblige the numerous families to divide themfelves. 
equally among the different employments in the 
army, the navy, the church, and commerce, and 
to permit th^ nobility to engage in trade?'*. 
(Note, tranilated from the the French edition of 
Sully's Mempirs.) This propofed £ompuljion ot 
courfe is a meafure at which a Briton would 
fpur^. with jufl indignation. The diftributian 
however itfelf, is conceived in political wifdom^ 

About this time, the funds experienced a 
flight depreffiop, and fome articles of life were 
advaQced in price, under public apprehenfion that 

Buonaparte 
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Buonaparte had entered into the ptclim\i$axic% of 
peac«» merely as a iilratag&m by which to ef&£t; 
the (ailing of his naval armament to the Wdl 
Indies. This apprehenfion has been encreafed by 
the preparations making at l^i^rtfmouth, for fend- 
ing out all the line of battle fliips^ vii^ualled for 
five months^ to join the channel fleet; and ^(b, 
by the failing of fix men of war from Plymouth, 
iitt^hiaUed for fire months, ^on foreign fervice.. 

In the prefent difturjbed ftate of the Weft In- 
dies, It is prudent to keep a confiderable navajl 
ferce in that quarter. And as it is ^poffibk> 
though from its impolicy not probable; that 
Buonaparte may have infidious deiigns,it istheiico 
liecefiary that our fleet on that ftation lhould;-be 
fiiperior to the French. Whatever may be the 
ftren^h <rf France in the Weft Indies, yet as &m 
naval armamenjt is there of greater force, we have 
nothing to apprehend* 

He was no mean iftatefman, who made the jToi-^- 
lowing rematk^: 

^ Fortis et' cenftantis eft, non perturbati 'in 
rebus afperis, nee tumultuantera de gradudejici^- 
ut dicitur; fed prsefpti animo uti et confilio, 
nee a ratione difcedere. Quanc^iiam hoc animi, 
iHudetiam ingenii magni eft, prsecipere ^o^^^ 

4ione' 
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tic^e futura> «t aliquoAto ^late conftituare quid 
iCQiijieTt poffit in utraqique partem; et qvi4 
jRgendum fits cilm quid evenerit; nee commit- 
lere» ut. aliquando dicendum fit^ non puiaram^ 
Usa^ funt opem magni animi et excclfi, et prt^ 
dentia coftfiUoqve fidepti$ ! " (Cic. Off. v. 23 .) 

< 

Friday, Marc^h i i* The order of the day, for 
ihc houfe to go into t committee of fiippjy^ 
was pdOyed ; And on the motb'n of Mr. William 
^liott, tlife navy eftimate^ were referred to the iai^ 
Gommit^, 

Mr.' Eltiott moved the jirft refolution; which 
wa^, ihat i40,7<>5/. b6 gifted for the ordioaiy 
^tjlifhmfent of the navy for two months. 

Mr^ llobfon» having raifed fome obje<Stions» 
e;iprefled hi$ difl'atis&dipn that thare were fo few 
tnefobeiA prefent, on this and .other occafipn^ of 
voting :jh>bHc money for the dtfpofid of n^ini-r 
ftei^. \ 

C^ tlw point, the cbaoceilor of the exchequer 
obfeHrmd:! it iVruck his mind that the ^tendance^ 
whiob had been made fthe fubjeft of fo much 
eon^)£iii9t» was only to, be viewed a« a dedfive 
«fid€&Dice» ithit on the matter under confidbtatioi^ 
ikftti IKS '\pjt ^one fentim^nt ^nd one voi^ 
... - which 
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>hich was felt and cxprcfled by every member of 
the houfe *M am confident, fir, there is but one 
fentimcnt on the propriety of fuftaining at its 
higheft point, the naval greatnefs, the maritime 
llrength, the independent fpirit of this country. 
I am convinced that every member of this houfc 
is fo fully imprefled witLa belief that there ex- 
ifts unanimity in this feeling, that he thinks he 
may fafely go away, and leave the fubjeft to the 
confiderarion of fome few 5 confcious as he is, that 
they will be faithful to the truft repofed in them; 
that' they will difplay a due fenfe of the import- 
ance of the charge committed to their care; 
that they will fpurn the idea of countenancing 
any meafure, ^yhich might have the effeft of de- 
grading the national dignity at fo delicate a con- 
junfture of public afJTairs. The honourable gen- 
tleman complains, that the fupplies are voted 
only for two months; and fuppofes, that fi-om 
. this mode of providing for the national expendi- 
ture, the enemy may be induced to cpnceive we 
are refolved to have peace at all events, and on 
any terms. For myfclf, fir, as well as for the reft 
of his Majefty's minifler?, I muft utterly difdain 
cvfery fuch infiriuation ; and muft take the liberty 
of aiTuring the houfe, that his Majefty's minifters 

fliall 
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ihall propofe no vote, fliall exprefs no fentimcnts, 
ihall harbour no opinion fo difgraceful to the na* 
tional chani&er, fo degrading to the national dig* ' 
nity^ as even tp call on the houfe to fan&ion a 
peace concluded on fuch terms as thofe which 
the honourable gentleman fuppofes. In the mo* 
tion now before the houfe, there isfurely nothing 
which in the remoteflt degree can favour fuch a 
fuppofition. The objeft of the motion is fimply 
to enable government to |ceep up an eftablii[h*» 
ment, calculated to meet whatever emeigencics 
may occur : but it does by no means imply that 
fuch an eftablilhment will be neceflary, or that it 
willaftually be mamtained. All that it propofes is, 
that in cafe of neceffity this eftablilhment may be 
Jccpt up for the period of two months; though 
I hope the fecurity of our national interefts and 
honour will not render it neceflary even during 
that period. If, however, on the other hand, fir, 
thofe great objeds (hould render an eftablifhment 
of this kind neceflary for a longer time, I trufl: 
there is a fpirit in the houfe and country, which 
would require it tp be kept up not for two months 
oijy, but for any other period. The attendance 
pf this evening, which to the houonrable gentle- 
mm i& a fubjeft of complaint, is to me a moft 
. — convincing 
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dtmvindng pro<rf of the complete acqtJie&efKc of 
thii hotife in the line of conduft, which, under 
th? prefent circumftances of the country, mi- 
nifters have thought it their duty to purfw; a 
lihe of conduft, which if they had not adopted, 
they would be chargeable with violating in a 
tooft culpable manner their duty to that country, 
whofe honour and ^lAioft glory they aire bound to 
proteft ; their obligations to that Sovereign, who 
has totrufted theria with the management of his 
tSuks and * direftion of his councils ; th^ir feel- 
ii^, not merely as men, but as Englifhmen, 
called upon by every motive, and bound by every 
tic to uphold the natipnal independence, dignity, 
Md fame.*' 

Mr. William Elliott's motion, and other refo- 
kitbiis for defraying naval cxpence^ during the 
period'of two months, were put, and carried with- 
cnit a divifion. 

. Sunday, MarcTi 14. — ^This is the anniverfary of 
Mr. Addin^ton*s official appointment. May the 
fecond and every fuccceding year of his admi- 
ftiilration, correfpond with that which is juft paft, 
in producing an equal degree of national happi- 
iiefs I He hath been hitherto *^ fortunatufque 

laborum. 



iaboruiA» cgt^ulque imimii'' (Viig»ifiii. 1 1 : 416.) 
Or, to fpeak in,langiu^ whidi better beccmes 
Chriftiansy an4 whkh hi3 'Own ^ucation taught 
KvA to apiH'ovc, ^' Thd Lord hath ihade all that 
he Hath doiie^ to profper hi his hands I'' Oen« 
txxix. 3. 

The feveral moll refponfible and nioft reipeftabid 
dq)artmeht8 of miiiifby are at this time filled 
by the following; pcrfons: 

The duke of iPortland is lord pitfident of the 
council. 

Lord £ldon, lord chancellor. 

Lord Weftmorelandj lord privy feal. 

Lord if^elhatn, fecretary of date for the home 
department. 

Lord Hawkelbury, fecretary of ftate for foreign 
affairs. 

Lord 'Hobart, fecretary of ftate for the war de^ 
partment. 

Lord Dartmouth, prefident of the board of con* 
troui for Indian alTatrs. 

Lord !$t. Vincent, firft lord of the admiralty/ 

Lord Chatham, matter of the ordnance; 

Dukb of Yprk, commander in chief of the 
forces. 

Mr. Yorke, fecretary at war. 

- Mr. 
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Mr. Steele, a^d loid GlcnbjBtvie, joint^pay-: 
nailersof the forces* 

Mr. Bra^e, trcafurer of the Mvy. 

Lord Hardwicke, lord lieutenaat of Ireland* 

Lord Chefterfield, mafter of the horfe. 
.Iiord Auckland, and lord Cnarles. Spencer, 
jjbint poft-mafters general. 

Sir William GnMJt, mailer of the rolls. 

Sir Edward Law, attorney general, 

Mr. Percival, folicitor general* _ 

Monday, March 15.— In the houfe of peers.; 
lord CarliAe thought it but juftlce to the prefent 
minifters, to fay, that, in his opinion, they deferved 
every kind 9fpraife for the promptitude and vigour 
with which their conduft was recently 'marked. 
But he wiflied to obtain fome information refpe<5t- 
ing the altered condition of France, If ajl the 
terms of the preliminary treaty had been the fair^ 
eft and moft favourable that could poffibly be, 
yet the fpirit of them mufthaye been, entirely 
changed, and the advantages of theni to this 
country muft have been done away, by the con- 
du<l of France fince the period at which the pre- 
liminary treaty was figned. The chief conful ha% 
afTumed the prefidency of the Italian republic' 
This extraordinay meafy re; however, which placed 
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all Italy in thr power of Franc^^ is not theionly 
circumftanoe which has altered the condition of 
the French republic: Ihe has in addition to this 
acquired more than an equal portion of colonial 
territory. By the treaty with Spain ftie was to 
get a port in the Mediterranean^ to fecure the 
pofieflton of Louifiana, the two Floridas^ and' 
the river of the Amazons. He wiflied then to 
know what meafures minifters had adopted in thd 
couHe of the negociation, with the view of coun- 
tera&ing this great and alarming change, which 
had taken place in the ilate of France i 
. Lord Pelham was aifured the noble earl could 
not defire him to difclofe affairs, which ought to be 
kept (ecret. When the definitive treaty (hould 
come to be difcufled, the noble lord and that 
houfe would be furnished with every particWaf 
of information, which might be neceflary for them 
to receive, in order to form on it a right judg- 
ment. 

JLiOrd Carlisle erprefled his acquiefcence; add'^ 
iog however his conceptions, that probably the 
fiune vigour, which had recently been difplayed 
by minid:ers, had alfo prompted them to inlift on 
alterations itk the preliminaries, and to withdraw 
many of the cflnceffioos before made. 

F , Before 
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\ Before Buoiuip^e had afpired, to ttie prefi-^ 
tdency of the Italian republic, whiph he has 
aflumed to himfelf whilft then^ociation of peace 
has been under confideration at Amiens, it had 
been ftipulated that Malta ihould be garrifoned 
by half Neapolitan and half French troops. As 
the chief confui of France, by taking to himfelf 
its prefidency, is thence invefted with power to 
controul Italy, lord Carliile conceives the troops 
of the king of Naples will be too much under the 
influence of France; more efpecially if Malta is 
garrifoned by half French troops, no lefs than by 
balf Neapolitan. Hence, he apprehends danger, 
kft Malta eventually Ihould fall into the hands 
of the chief confui. Malta, which for a century 
has been ofno great confequence, is now rendered 
important from its vicinity to Egyptv If France 
is poflcfled of that ifland, jan expedition from 
thence to the coaft of Egypt will, on any fudden 
rupture, be greatly facilitated. It is the policy 
pf England to impede any attack on Egypt, 
which France may n>editate* For, by fettling in 
5gypt, the. French would not only gain a pro- 
vince in itfelf valuable both from its fertility and 
advantageous fituation for trade, but they W«i|W 
alfo eftablilh.the.mftlves in a^ quarter, from whi^Ji 

might 
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tnig^t be aj^rehended imminent d^ger to the 
^urkilh empire, and confiderable infecurity to our 
own Bail Indian pofielSions* 

Thurfdayj March 1 8.^-^The lord mayof of Lon-* 
don held a common hall. The propriety \>£ 
petitioning parliament to repeal the income taXi 
was token into coniideration* A refolution . to 
that efFeiSt was moved and carried^ Among other 
obje<5kions made to the income tax, was this, 
aflumption; '^ That no modification of it caa 
render it either equitable, or juft/' 
* That the income tax is not equitable and juft 
in princip/e, can never be admitted. For, as vL 
laborious and well informed writer obferveSj ** It 
is juft every one (hould pay a general tax* for the 
fupport of the ftate, in proportion to his abili- 
ties/* (Steuart's Political (Economy, B. v* c^ 8, 
voL ii. pi 539^ ed< 1767.) This author has treated 
copiouily on the fubjedt of taxes; both thofe 
which are proportional, and thoTe which are 
cumulative. He is &r from being inattentive to 
the feveral caufes^ which render both inconve- 
nient 1 he fays, however^ " I think little objec- 
tion-xran be made to cumulative taxes, when they 
are impofed upon pofieflions, which produce a 
Tifible annual revenue, clear to the proprietor.'*. 

(Ibid, p- 519-) 

F 2 The 
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< The ofage, of requiring a tenth of commerckl 
articles and of land proceeds, prevailed at Athen# 
It is true, public religion was thence fupported^ 
but fo Was the flate alfo. •* Decimse vero prae- 
cipue pendi folebant tarn diis ipfis, quam rei- 
jpublij:2e rcgibufve, quod illae viderentur juA 
tifEma eSiciendo Vedigali partes, adeo ut hoc 
vci^igalis genus fuerit receptiffimum : itaqti^ 
veftigalia tarn maritima, qukm agraria decimis 
pnKcipue! conftabint partibus proventuum aut 
exportandarum importandarumque rerum." (Ja- 
lius Pollux. 1. 8. f. 132. Not.) 

Afcerttuning income is a cuilom of high an-* 
tiquity. . 

• Servius TuUius, a legiflator of more than com- 
mon capacity, and a popular king, obliged crerir 
citizen to deliver upon oath a true account of his 
property « His obje^ was, that each might bo 
clawed and rated according to his fortune. The 
Roman hiftorian^ who on every occafioa (hews 
an honeft indignation againft th^ intemperate ix(e 
of power, acknowledge thk to have b^n ^' Rem 
faluberrimam tanto futuro imperio: ex quo belli 
munia non vidttim, ut ante, fed pro habitu pecu« 
niarum fierent/' (Liv. i. 42.) The heaary bur-i 
thens for maintaining the public force, wese 
thrown pn thofe who could beft fupport them: 
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^ Hsec omnia in' dites a pauperibus inclinata* 
fnera." (Ibid. 1. 1. 43.) 

Though Rome was under regal government^ 
yet Athens was not, at the time to which allufion 
is made in the above cited remark. It was not 
judged inconfiftent even with the democracy of 
that city^ to require a proportion. Nor in this 
aatioh can it be unconftitutional, to demand z 
tenth of income towards the public exigencies^ 
tf fuch a tax be laid on us by that, which is the 
Intimate power of this country^ the confent and 
aft of parliament. 

Mr. Pitt in propofing, and the parliament in 
^ving fan^ion to the income tax, alike afted 
with fpirit and wifdom. They confulted and 
yielded to the neceffity of the cafe. And it never 
fliould be forgotten, that at the period when the 
income tax was firft introduced, every other ex* 
pedient of finance had been tried. It is not 
meant by this, that the funding fyftem could not 
fongcr be purfued : it muft however be acknow- 
ledged, that to have proceeded &rther in that 
^fitem^. would have been e3(tremely dangerous to 
public credit, which already had begun very fen* 
fibly to decline. Recourfe having been once 
made« to voluntary contributions, could not be 
fqjcatpd. Raifing the afiefTed taxes to an amount 

-: F 3 even 
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eiftn quadruple^ wotdd not have anfivcrcd the 
immediate purpofe : for^ fbme of the articles on 
which they could have been laid, might have been 
thofe for which many cBConomifts would have 
had no occalion, and thus the proceeds would 
have been diminilhed : and even if they had. 
brought in the fum calculated, yet that aid would 
not have been adequate to the preffure of the 
times. There was in reality no other alternative^ 
than either to endanger public credit in an alarm*- 
iflg degree by purfuing the funding fyftem ; or, to 
'raife the fupplies within the year, The latter 
was beyond comparifon the preferable meafure. 
And hundreds of thofe very perfons, who arg now. 
reprobating the only plan by which it was pqffible 
fo.to raife the fupplies, are probably deriving very 
great advantages from the adoption of it ; fiace 
it tended to keep up the funds, and of courfe 
conduced to make dock at this prefent time pro? 
portioB^bly more valuable, 

A popular writer, by no means inclined to ipeak 
with partiality on Mr. Pitt's meafures, yet can- 
didly fays, refpe&ing the income tax, ^' I am fo 
far fiom cenfuring the minifter for having done 
fo much, that I fincerely wifli he had done a great 
deal more. — J confider the property of men 
united in fociety, fo far to belong to (he &Me^ that 
* any 
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any portion of it may juftly be called by the 
l^iilature, fcr the promotion of the common 
good ; and it is then moil equitably called for, 
when all individuals pofleffing property of any 
kind, contribute in ]»oportion to their pofleffions.*' 
(Bp. Watfon's Addrefs to the People of Great 
Britain in 1798^ p. 2. 4.) 

Friday, March 19. — ^The arrival of the French' 
fleet at St. Domingo, and the refiftance made by 
the officers of general Touflamt to the landing of 
French troops, are fully detailed in authentic' 
papers. Cape Fran9ois has been burnt, and 
deftruftion is threatened to sill the whites, by the 
men of colour. 

Whoever would thoroughly inveilig&te the 
caufes, which have, contributed to ereft St. Do- 
mingo into an independent black republic, would 
dowelltoconfult the work of Bryan Edwards, 
entitled, *^ An Hiftorical Survey of the French 
Colony in the ifland of St* Domingo." That 
eloquent, animated, and penetrating author, de^ 
velopes the fource of all the crimes and miferies, 
which from the year 1791 have fpread defolation 
and woe, over a fpot where havoc has not yet 
finilhed its deeds of atrocity^ There was in Paris, 
prcvipuflyto the year 1789, a philanthropic 
fociety, «lled Amis des Noirs. This fociety 

F 4 brought 



brou^t to Faiis firom St. Domingo fome men <^ 
adoufj who refided in the capital^ and were in-* 
ftruded by thefe their pietended friends. Among 
others, one '^ Oge had been intKxluced to. the 
meetings of the Amis des Noirs, under the pa*, 
tromge of Gic^ire, Briflbt, I^ Fayette^ and 
Robertfpierre, the leading members of that fo*^ 
ciety y and was by them initiated into the popuUr 
dodrine <^ e^m/ify, and the r^itr of nam. Here 
it was that he firft learnt the miferies g[ hia con* 
dition, the cruel wroi^ and contumelies to which 
he and all his mulatto brethren were expofed in 
the Weft Indies, and the monftrous injuftice 
and abfurdity of that prejudice, *' which (find 
Gregoire) eflimating a man's merit by the coloar 
of his ikin, has placed at an immenfe diftance 
from each other the children of the fame parent ^ 
a prejudice, which flifles the vmce df i^ure, 9fid 
breaks the bands of fraternity afunder/' 

" That thefe are great evils muft frankly be 
admitted ; and it would have been fc^tunate if 
fuch men as Btiffot and Gregoijre, inftead of be- 
wailing their exiftence, and magniiybg their 
extent, had applied their talents in confidering erf 
the beft pradicable means of rcdrefl^g them. 
But thefe perfons had other objefc in view: 
their aim, as I hivc fliewn, was not to refoim, but 
3 N tQ 



I SIR. ADD1N€T01^'$ ADMINtSTRATIOK. 73 

todeftroy ; to excite convuUionsin every part of 
the French empire ; and the ill-fated Oge became 
their tool, and was afterwards the ' vidim of their 
guilty ambition. (Edwards's Hid. of St. Do- 
mingo, c, 4. p. 4a. ed. 1797.) Oge returned to 
St. Domingo on Oft. 12. 1790, furnifhed with 
ami? and ammunition, which he fecreted. He 
difpatched a letter to the governor, who was a 
royalift^ requiring that the privileges enjoyed bjr 
the whites (hould be extended to all other per** 
ions without diftinftion ; he declared himfelf the 
prote&or of the mulattos, and announced hi$ 
intentipn of takii% up arm^ in their behalf, unleTs 
their wroi^ 0)ould be redrefled. (ibid.) He 
excited the mulattos to revolt ; who under hb 
Gondu& reputedly conunitted a6ts of (hocking 
barbarity. He was at length taken prifoner ; and 
then confefled ths^ a dreadful plot was in a^ta«; 
tion^ the eScGt of which were tbofe fcenes of con* 
flagratiofi and naaflacre, which foon after enfued. 
(ibid.) In his preface to this work, under the 
moil full perfuaiion that the calamities of St« 
Domingo had theit <»igin in the fuggeftion of the 
Amis des Noirs, the author fpeaks thus of his^ 
iJarrative:. 

" On the fober and confiderate, on thofe who 
4ie opea to coovidioaj thii ajSembl^e cf hori^rs 

wUI 
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Will have its effeft. It will cxpofe the lamentable 
ignorance of fome, and the radnftrous wickednefs 
of others, among the reformers of the pr^ent day, 
who, urging onwards fchemes of perfe&ion,^ and 
projefts of amendment in the condition 6f human 
life, fafter than nature allows, are lighting up a con- 
fuming fire between the different ckffes of mankind, 
which nothing but human blood can extingui(b* 
^1^0 tell fuch men tha^ great and beneficial modi- 
fications in the eftabliflied orders of fociety, can 
only be effefted by a prc^effive improvement in 
the fituation of the lower rapks bf the people, is 
to preach to the wind. In their hands reforma- 
tion,- with a fcythe more deftrudUve than that of 
time, mows down every thing, and plants nothing. 
Moderation and caution they coniider as rank 
cowardice. Force and violence are the , ready, 
' imd, in their opinion, the only proper application 
for the cure of early and habitual prejudices. 
Their pra&ice, like that of other mountebanks, 
is bold and compendious ; their motto is cure or 
kilir 

^ Thefe refleaioni neceflkrily arife from the 
circumftance, which is incontrovertibly proved 
in the following pages, namely, that the rebellion 
of the negroes in St. Domingo, and the infurrcc- 
tioii of the mulattos, to whom Qg€ was fent a* 

^mbaflidor. 
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ambaffador, had one and the fame origin. It 
was not the ftrong and irrefiftible impulfc of 
human nature, groaning under oppreffion, that 
excited either of thofe clafles to plunge their 
da^ers into the bofoms of unoffending women 
and helplefs infants. They were driven into thofe 
cxcefles, reluftantly. driven, by the vile machina* 
tions of men calling themfelves philofophers — 
whofe pretences to philanthropy were as grofe a 
mockery of human reafon, as their condud was 
an outrage on all the feelings of our nature, and 
the ties which hold fociety together !"*-(Pre^ 
face, p. xix.) 

The revolutionary dodrines, of which herfelf 
fet the example, will now recoil on France, and 
. renew the forrow of her people; forrow, which- 
hath already been deep and bitter, fuch as needed 
not additional wars to J^gravate its load, but 
demands rather years of peace to confolc and 
ebliterate its wretchednefs. The eventual termi-^ 
nation of this revolt at St. Domingo is interefting 
to all Europe. Should Touffaint, himfelf a negro 
general, be enabled to eftablifli a government oif 
blacks, every fcttlement through the Weft Indies 
will be in a perilous fituation. For, with fuch 
a precedent exifting immediately before their eyes, 
^d yrith fuch a place of refuge in cafe of failure, 

it 
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it is more than probable that thd llaves in every 
colony will make a defperate and ferocious at* 
tempt to emancipate themfelves. In deprecating 
the ihfurredion of- negroes againft whites, not 
only cpnfideration of political intereft, bi*t even 
the very caufe of humanity is concerned. Arms 
in the hands of men, many of whom >are favs^ 
Africans, and all of whom are exceedingly in- 
ipiucnced by vindidtive paifions, -would be as fire-* 
bxapds committed to children, as fwords entrufted 
to the infane, dealing ruin and flaughter in every 
place they approached. *' Do you then defend 
the Have trade ?" No : it is an accurfed . thkig. 
Moral evil alfo is an accurfi^d thing. But to 
eradicatis^ the ilave trad^, I would no more flay 
thoqfands of whites, than to eradicate moral evil 
I would deftrqy mankind. A deed of more hor-^ 
rid cruelty muft not be wrought for the purpoib 
of preventing a cuftom far lefs cruel. If man i& 
bound, as he certainly is bound, to follow pru- 
dence, it is his duty taproceed by practica^I'E 
and GRADUAL means in his endeavours to remove 
an eftabliftied and inveterate evil. By every pof- 
fible argument applicable to the cafe, /convince 
the planters, that if they regard the very exiftence 
pf their own pofterity, they will in policy, they 
\i?ill in humanity to their own future fucceflJws, 
• ' ■ proceed 



MR. ADDINOTOnV ADMINtiTRATION. fjf 

proceed to limit gradually, till they have ftopped 
entirely, the iiaportation of ilaves. And they- 
muft do this, not by the nugatory femblancc of 
ads never defigned to be put in force ; but by 
the fubftantial authority of decrees, which are 
really intended to have effeft, by being carried 
i&to rigorous execution. Exhort them to me^ 
liorate the condition of the (laves already among 
them; encourage the rearing of children in your 
iflands; train up thofe children* as Europeans, 
are trained, in a chriftian fenfe of duty to God 
and their fellow creatures ; fix in them right ideas 
of that mutual relation and mutual intereft, which 
fubfift between mafter and fervant; prevail on 
them to be induftrious through principle ; make 
them (enfible that true liberty confifts in due 
fubcrdination and obedience to eftablifiied laws : 
when you have effected this, pronounce your 
negroes free ; but rill all this is accompliihed, it 
may be averred with truth, they are not to be 
tmfted with liberty* 

Tke chancellor of the exchequer moved, that 
there be laid before the houfe an account of the 
grofs amount of the duty paid under the income 
tax, together with the afieifed duties foi- Great 
Britain, up to the fifth of April, 1801 ; dif- 

tinguilhing 



7i BlUEF MEMOIRS OP [l802« 

tingutfhing the returns made before the com- 
mercial commiffioners* Ordered* 

He then moved^ for the grofs amoilnt of the 
income duty, for the year ending 1 8d i , diftinguifh- 
ing the different clafles; viz. thofe under 20oA 
per annum; from that fum to 500/.) from that 
to 1,000/.; then to 2,000 A; and laftly to 5,000 A 
with all above that amount; diflinguilhing at 
the faihe time the deduftions pn account of 
children^ and fpecifically itating the number of 
peifons in each clafs* Ordered. . 

In the courfe 6f fome converfation relative to 
Ih&income tax, he took occafion to fay, that what-* 
ever might be the opinion he entertained of that 
tax, it was the refult of long and ferious reflection ; 
nor could any thing which occurred in any 
quarterj however refpedable^ influence or alter 
his mind on the fubjeft* What his fentiments 
were, would be feen when he fubmitted to the 
houfe the ways and means for the year^ 

Whatever may be the opinion of Mr. Adding* 
ton, yet any one who will impartially confider the 
iffcftive manner, in which taken abftradedly it 
tends to produce the end defigned, will pronounce 
the income tax to be of all others the moll 
equitable* And for this reafon ; It is the only 

taxs 



i)R. ADDINCTON^S ADMtMISTRATlOK. 79 

tax, which can reach perfons of every defcription> 
pofleifihg property. That commercial men (houki 
prefer taxes on articles of confumption, can be no 
matter of furprize. For, in fad, they would thus 
rid themfelvcs of a burthen, which they would 
throw on the confumer: iince, after all> it is the 
confumer who ultimately pays the tax, which 
apparently feems to fall, becaufe it is by name 
laid, on fome fpecific article of merchandize^ 
That ftockholders alfo (hould^bjeft to the in*" 
come tax, might naturally be expefted: it i& 
their intcreft rather to encourage taxes, which 
fhali leave it to their option how large a propor*** 
tion they (hall pay, either in the way of confump- 
tion or affeffment. That men of both the 
above defcriptions (hould dfo wi(h to eafe them* 
felvcs, and lay a heavier burthen on the land* 
hdder, is nothing extraordinary. Their views 
to felfifli confiderations will diredt their inclina-^ 
tions to that point. But why an income arliing 
from land, ilready burthened with hea\7 rates for 
the poor, fliould be more fabjefted to demands 
for the fupply of public exigences, than an income 
proceeding from trade, or from the funds, no one 
ftifficient reafon can be given. Commercial men 
and ftockholders are equally defended and pro- 
tefted by government, as landholders; and, con- 
sequently. 
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fequently^ ought in juftice to contribute eqilally, 
acccM'ding to their feveral abilities^ towards defray- 
ing the charges offuch defence and protefkioit. 

Thus much for the principle of the income tax. 
In maintaining however the principky it is not 
pretended that new modifications rpay not be 
defirable. That is a different queftion» Pro- 
bably fome change in the proportion may be 
aHvifable; and fome n^ethods of afcertaintng 
income, lefs liable to fcandaloiis evaiion, than the 
modes which have hitherto been notoriouily evad^ 
edy may de(erve to be recommended an^ fubfti- 
tuted by parliament. 

Tuefday, March 23.— The report of the com- 
mittee, appointed to examine into the amount 
and ftate of the civil lift, is now in circulation. 
For the credit of Mn Hiley Addington, and Mr. 
Nicholas Vanfittart, fecretaries of the trcafury, 
be it faid. This work muft have required much 
labour in compiling, as it confifts of 73 printed 
folio pages: and it appears to have been digeffed 
with great accuracy, as it fpecifies the particular 
articles of expenditure, arranged under the eight 
following claffes. i. Penfions and allowances to 
tlie royal family. 2. Salaries of the lord chan- 
cellor; fpeaker of the houfe of commons; and 
judges of England and Wales. 3. Salaries to 

minifters 
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minifters at foreigh courts. 4. Approved bills 
of all tradefipoen, artificers^ and labourers, for any 
articles fuppliedi or work done, for his Maje{ly'$ 
fenricc. 5. Menial fervants of his Majefty's 
houfebold. 6. Penfion lift. 7» Salaries of all 
places payable but of the civil lift. 8. Salaries 
and penfions of the high treafurer, or com- 
miilioners of the exchequer, and the chancellor 
of the exchequer* 

On Mr. Tierney's motion for an account of the 
grofs amount of the fouf-and-a-haif per cent* 
duties, the chancellor of the exchequer having 
intimated his acquiefccnce, merely becaufe there 
had been a precedent in 1786, proceeded to ob- 
ferve, he (hould otherwife have objeded. And 
for this reafon^'he confidcred tbofe duties as 
tjie exclufive property of his Majefty ; for, in the 
year 1663, the crown purchafed the illand of 
Barbadoes from the earl of Carliile. Previously 
to that purcbafe^ the iitand paid annually to his 
lordfliip a certain quantity of cotton. By virtue 
of the fide^ this annual payment of cotton was 
conveyed to the crown. The crown however 
commuted this impoft, for an annual duty of 
four*and*a-balf per cent, on the produoe of the 
ifland. The fame cocnmutation happened at 
NeviS; Antigua, Mootferrat, and St» Cbriftopher'st 

G This 
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This circumftance was well known; and there-i 
fore, in the feveral ad$» which had hitherto been 
pafTed for maintaining the dignity of ,the crown 
by fupplies df moneys no notice had been taken 
of thefe four-^nd-a-half per cent, duties^ becaufe 
they were confidered as the private and exclufiye 
right of his M^efty. 

Wednefday, March 24. — ^The chancellor of the 
exchequer moved certain refolutions, refpefting 
thofe branches of public fcrvice which were de- 
Icribed under the head of mifcellaneous fervice^ 
and not yet provided for by parliament. 

The fecretary at war moved, " That 238,000 /* 
Ihpuld be granted for defraying the charges of 
the embodied militia for England, from March 
25 to May 24th*" . 

And, "That 135,692 /. 2J. 3^. Ihould be 
granted for defraying the charges of the embodied 
militia for Ireland, during the fame period.** 

At the prefent conjundture of affairs, thefe 
articles of parliamentary proceeding and finan- 
cial arrangement attraft notice. It is obferved^ 
that if the chancellor of the exchequer had not 
ftrong affurance thW the definitive treaty would 
foon be concluded, he would not continue to 
poflpone mention of the loan 3 nor would he thus 

limit 



MK« Aldington's ADMiNistRXTioN. B^ 

limit the time of providing for the embodied 
tnilitia of the united kingdoms. 

Thurfday, March 25.— The chdncellof of the 
exchequer <lefended earl St. Vincent and lord 
Grey, againft an infinuation that at the time 
they brought for adjudication at Barb^does two 
American Veffels, taken in the Weft Indies, they 
knew there had been a revocation of the order of 
council made in 1793, for feizing and detaining 
all fuch veffels, which ftiould be found failing to 
the French illands. The faft is, under that 
order they failed and afted- But, in 1794, this 
country and America entered into a treaty of 
amity; by which it was screed, that whatever 
American veffels had been captured in the Weft 
Indies, (hould be reftored, and compenfation ren* 
dered to the parties injured* With this treaty 
however earl St. Vincent and lord Grey were not 
in due time made acquainted. Of courfe, having 
received no inftru&ions to the i:ontrary, they pro- 
ceeded to obey the original order, under which 
they failed: They took, within the limits 
defcribed in the order, two American veffels^ 
which were condemned as lawful prizes. They . 
are now required to make that compenfation, for 
which . the treaty ftipulates. The fum of 
45,322/. 17 s. 6^. lis demanded of them. But as 

o z thefe 
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tbefe gallant and diftinguiflied efficjer^ 1i>e€ame 
fubjeft to fuch claim of rcftkutioa, entirely 
through ignocance that any treaty had fUperfeded 
the order of coun^cil^ and in capturing the yeiTels 
were on this^ as on other occafiops, difcharging i^i 
a' fignal and vigordus manner their duty to th^ 
public^ the public is bound in honour to fee 
them indemnified. And for this the chancellor 
of the exchequer contends, repelling theimputa- 
tion thrown on two commanders, who rank 
among the higheft for merit and honour h^ their 
refpe£tiv« pirofeifions^ naval and militaiy* 

Monday, March 29. — ^The chancdler rf the 
exchequer gave notice^i that on Monday nejEt he 
ihould ftate the tenn3 of the loan, and the taxes 
for defraying the intereft. He infomied the 
houle it was his intention to move a repeal of the 
income tas. When the tax was propofed, 
he (fhought it a wife meafure, a l^itimate fource 
of revenue in time of war ; but as peace was re- 
ftpred, it wa^ no longer nec^Suy for him to nfe 
that referve, which h^ had uniformly adopted, 
whenever the fubjedt had been mentioned on re* 
cent occafion^; he Ihould declare therefore, he 
conceived the tax inapplicatde to a time of 
peace. 

The 
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The houfe Fefolved itfeif into a committee oh 
the civU lift* The chancellor of the exchequer 
fpokc to this cfieA : " Before I jMxxreed to enter 
on the particulars of the report now on the table> 
or to refer more immediately to his Majcfty's moil 
gracious-meflage, upon which meflage it is my 
iiiteati^i to propofe a refolution, I truft the 
houfe in a committee will approve of not refting 
it entirely on the feelings, honourable as they are^ 
of afie&ion and attachment to his Majefty, but 
onthofe combined confiderations which cannot 
£iil to make the moft forcible appeal to the gene- 
rofity, the juftice, and the wifdom of the houfe. 
We have now before us a report, containing all 
the iflformatioQ which it was poffible for ^he va^ 
nous dffices, conneded with his M^e%'; civil 
lift, to furhi(h. That report contains in itfeif a 
fcomplett anfwer, to the obfervations and conir 
ments c^ igncMrant and difafieded perfons. It 
will appear, that a very inconfiderable portion in* 
deed^ when compared with all the ftatements 
which have been made, is applied to the perfonal 
^fe and. enjoyment of his Majefty. I hope it 
will be no longer afierted, that his Majefty, en-^ 
joys advantages arifing from income or revenue^ 
beyond thofe df his illuftrious predeceffors/* 

Having then given a progreffiye and minute 
detail of the feveral amounts at which the civil 

G3 ' lift 
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lift cftablifliment ftood in former reigns, from 
that of king William in 1697 to the beginning (^ 
liis prefent Majefty's ; and having alfo intimated 
that in the -reign of George the'Firft, application I 
for relief was mkde to parliament; and with 
George the Second it was ftipulated that parlia* 
ment ihould make good any deficiency below 
800,000/. 5 he proceeded to obferve-~" The con* 
duft of his Majefty in giving up his heredi* 
tary rights, and leaving it for parliament to pro- 
vide the whole of his revenue, has been called by 
Sir 'William Blackftone, a proof of the moft dif- 
interefted bounty. In confequence of it, par^a- 
ment affigned a revenue of 900,000/. per annum ^ 
fubjeflrto.life annuities of 70,000/. It could not 
(and indeed it was foretold) it could not happen 
btberwife than that in the courfe c^ a long period 
growing incumbrances would arife^ which would 
render it neceffary for his Majefty to re(brt for 
cew fupply to the liberality of parliament." The 
feveral grants in 1769, 1775, 1776, 1784, and 
1786, haying been enumerated, he comprifed the 
whole fum, and faid, ^* there has been granted at 
different periods to pay off the excefs of the civil 
Jiftexpences 1,523,511/. J would afk whether 
the fums, which have been granted to his Majefty 
on account of the arrears of the civil lift, up to 
, Jhe prefent time, when the fituation and circum- 
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fiances of his family iire taken into confideration, 
and when we advert to the fad: that the country^ 
during the whole of the period, has been advanc- 
ing in wealth and profperity, is a fum,^ which 
added to the civil lift of each year in due propor- 
tion, was capable of producing a revenue equal 
to what was enjoyed by Anne, or George the Firft 
or Second?" 

■ After fome remarks on the fair and open man- 
ner in which the report was drawn up; and after 
expreffinga confident perfualion that thecoma* 
mittee would difcover in it not the ilighteft im- 
putation of mifinanagement in his Majefty*shoufe^ 
hold, of corruption in any quarter, or of profu-^' 
£on in the difpofal of any part of the fum allotted 
to the expences of the civil liftj He. continued 
his {peech by adding—" Under thofe heads of 
chaige, which the houfe juftly views with the 
greateft jealoufy, namely, penfions and falaries, 
there has been a very confiderable reduftion. 
It is impoffible for any individu^, who is obliged 
to preferve an appearance of rank, to have been 
able to do it for fome late years, out of the fame 
income whjch , he poffeflfed at the period when 
the prefent civil lift was granted to his Majefty. 
When gentlemen, refer' to their own experience 
for the increafed value of every article in life, dur- 
ing the courfeof 'thelaft two or three years, and 
.< P 4 when 
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^hen they refled: oa all the cirCumiUntes of the 
times, I am fore they will perceive in their own 
judgments that it is es^y to account for the ex« 
cefs. There are feveral articles, which I feel it 
incumbent on me to notice particularly. In 
ps%t ja it will appear, that part of the debt, is 
the debt under the firfl clafs, including thofe in« 
curred by the queen, on account of the younger 
branches of the royal family. When it is^ confix 
deled tvhat is the number, and the time of life of 
thofe younger branches ; and that the expence on 
their account falls excluiively to the Queen ; it 
will be no fmall matter of afto^ifliment that the 
debt (hould have amounted to no more than a 
fum of ^8,634/. A very large portk>n rf this 
arofe upon the marriage of the Prince of Wales. 
In the fame page will be found a chatge for the 
princefs Charlotte. It was made to comntence 
in X797, though it was not advanced till a later 
period. I am fure it will be felt by the commit-^ 
tee, that it is quite imp<!))(fible the expence of fup- 
porting the princefs Charlotte fhould be borne by 
the Prince of Wales, confidering the reftriAions 
to which he is fubjed by the aft of parliament 
fqr arranging the liquidation oif his debts." 

$ome obfervations on other articles werb fol* 

lowed by thefe concluding words ; ** I would z£k. 

gentlemen, if any there are who wiflx to animad* 

3 vert 
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vert on the civil lift^ whether from what they 
have feen or heard^ they Can refer any part of the 
expence to wanton profufion- Have we feen any 
more of tlie fplendor of royalty than what we are 
pleafed with obferving? We have feen only that 
degree of fplendor which belongs to the chief 
magiftrate. Surq I am» that the loyal feelings of 
the country have been rather difappointed than 
latiated^at the difplay of it exhibited by his Ma*- ^ 
^jefty. It. is in^oflible, however, for his Majefty 
to maintain that which is neceflary, if fome relief 
is not granted. I am not aware that it is now 
requifite for me to enlarge moite on the fubjedt, 
I (hall therefore conclude by moving. That it h 
the opinion of this Committee the fum of 
990,050/. be granted to his Majefty, to difchaige 
the^ arrears on the debt due and owing on the 
civil lift on the 5th of January^ 1802.'* 

Mr. Fox having objeded to fome of the arti- 
cles, contended, that minifters fliould be eom*^ 
pelled.fo confine the expencc of the civil lift 
within its income ; and that refort to parliament 
for pa,yment of its debts was unconftitutional. 

Mr. Pitt vindicated the articles to which Mr,. 
Fox ha4 objefted. He infifted on it, there ne- 
ver was ftated to parliament a cafe of deficiency 
in the civil lift, in which its debts were not paid» 
, ' He 
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He went farther ; he affirmed, thefe never was a 
cafe in every refpeft fo free from fufpicion, and fo 
juftly meriting the attention of parliament as the 
prefent application. ' 

Mrl Tierney did not agree with Mr. Fox in 
maintaining it as unconftitutional to refort to 
parliament for the payment 'of civil lift arrears; 
nor did he coincide in opinion with Mr. Pitt, 
in approbation of all the articles mentioned in 
the report. In contradiftion to Mr. Fox's prin^ 
ciple, he was perfuaded it was but juft that par- 
liament (hould have the power of amending the 
condition of the civil lift, whenever it thought 
proper. From thence he argued for the eompe^ 
tehcy of parliament to inveftigate the fevcral ar- 
ticles of expenditure, with u view not only to its 
own fatisfaftion, but alfo to that of the peo- 
ple. In his remarks on particulars, he paid 
fome compliments to the' chancellor of the ex- 
chequer. 

The original motion was put. For it 226. 
Againft it 5 1 . Majority for the minifter's motion 
175- 

On the day of this debate, the public was 
gratified with the following Gazette Extraor^ 
dinaiy; , 

London 
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London Gazette Extraordinary. 

DcSwning-ftreet, March ftp, 
Mr, Moore, affiftant .fecretary to marquis Corn- 
wallis, arrived this morning at nine o'clock, with 
the definitive treaty of peace, which was ligned 
at Amiens at four o'clock in the afternoon on the 
;i7th inft. by the plenipotentiary of his Majefty, 
and by the plenipotentiaries of France, Spain, and 
jthe Batavian Republic. 

Immediately after the publication of this 
gazette, Mr. Newland read the following letter at 
the Stock-exchange ; 

To the GovernQr, &c. of the Bank. 

Gentlemen, Downing-ftreet, March 28. 

I have to requeft you will caufe notice tp be 
given at the Stock^exchange, to-morrow mornings 
that on Wednefday morning, at eleven o^clock, 
I (hall be ready to confer with fuch gentlemen as 
may be inclined to make propofals for entering 
into a contraft for the loan for the public fervice; 
aiid I truft that I (hall be honoured with your 
attendance on that occafion. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen. 
Your faithful and obedient "humble fervant, 

(Signed) H. Addinpon. 

It 
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It is oSferved, that the early CGmmunication 

• made by the minift^r refpefting the fighature and 

arrival of the definitive treaty, prevented fpecula- 

tions in the funds, which were fteady the whole of 

Monday 2,9 inft. 

We have now terminated a dcfcnfive war, into 
which we were precipitated by the aggreffion of 
France, when hoftilities were commenced againft 
the United Provinces, which by the treaties of 
1787 and 1788, were allied' to Great Britain. In 
refiftance^ liowever, we fliould otherwife have beeo 
compelled to engage, by very ferious apprehi&n* 
fions for the fecurity and prefervatioa of the 
Britifti cohftitution^ Previouily to the i ft of 
February, 1 793, thfc day on which the national 
convention unanimbiifly decreed, that the re- 
public of France was at war with Great Britain^ 
and the Stadholder df Holland, the Jacobin 
party^ which was the jwevailing democratic fadtipn, 
(and which derived its nime from aflfembling in a 
places that was once a religious houfe belonging 
to the order of Jacobin nranks) had correfponded 
with feveral focieties in England, and had in* 
duftrioufly propagated throughout this kingdom 
their fundamentaT maxim, that the " governed 
(hould be excited to rebel againft their governors." 

(Marlh's 



(Martti's Hiftory of the Politics of Great Brltaia 
and France, voL j p. 199. ed« 1800.) 

In the month of O^ober, ^19^i the national 
coqventioni declared itfelf to be " a grand com* 
mittee of the general infurreidiion of the people 
in the world ; whofie duty it is to diflfolve ex* 
iftk^ goveriuQents, and to force that diflolution 
on thofo who are refra&ory and refufe the pror 
ferred bounty of the French nation." (Miles'* 
Coadu^ of France towards Great Britain, p. 8 9, 
ed. 1793.) On November 19th, 1792, the na# 
tional convention more openly avowed their 
plan df fubverting, if poffible, every eftabliftied 
government i and with this defign th^y paffed, 
and ordered to be translated into all the languages 
of Europe, a- decree which purported, " Tliat 
France was ready to affift every nation, which 
was willing to rebel ^ainft i^s own government," 
(Marfh's Hift* vol. i. p, 2Q1. /Lord Mornington^i 
fpeech in the houfe oS commons, on Jan. 21, 
1 794, p. 7. Dodfley's Annual Regifter for 1 792^ 
part 2d. State Papers, p. 355* The decree in- 
deed was .not written in words correfponding 
literally with the En^ifh tranilation given them 
^y Mr. Marlh ; but the objeft of it was- fo 
jalpaWy notorious, that it was impoffible for 
the people of England to mifinterjaet its mean*' 
!££< ^fiot, though himfelf ^ partjj^ coog^ned 

in 
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to it, yet acknowledges frankly in a T* letter - 
to his conftituents," that this' decree was fufficicnt 
ground for alarm in other countries'- Among 
other caufes of the war, he ftate$ as the firft, 
"The abfurd and impolitic decree of the 19th 
of November; which very juftly excited un- 
eafinefs in foreign cabinets/' (Briffot to his 
conftituents, p. 63.) This decree gave confi* 
dence to the advocates of jacobinifm in Eng- 
land* Deputies from many Britilh focieties 
prefented themfelves before the national conven* 
tion* Mutual addreffes paffed between them; 
all intimating a hope, that the French form of 
government would be introduced into England ; 
and that here alfo would be eftabliflied a *^ na- 
tional convention." (Marfh, vol. i* p. 206.) In 
the mean time were employed emiflaries, whofe 
bufinefs it was to diftribute money among the 
lower orders bf people. In London was con- 
certed a plot for a revolution. (Miles reafons 
. conclufively on the Refolutibns of both Houfes of 
Parliament, p. 13. See alfo Dodfley's Ann* 
Rieg. for 1792, part 2d. State Papers, p. 196. 
Royal Proclamation on Dec. i, 1792, Marfli. 
vol. i. p. 223 and 259.) The national convention 
co-operated with the jacobins in this country, to 
overthrow our conftitution. (Marfli. vol* i. 
p. 227.) On every principle of felf-ddence, by 

the 



the law of nature^ and the law of nations, the 
government of England would have been juftiiied^ 
as by every motive of regard for public weal it 
Was ftrongly urged^ to repel fuch infidious and 
treafonable machinations^ by open hoftilities 
againft the authors of them. Yet forbearance on 
our fide was prolonged to the period^ at which 
France pafled her decree for war; (Miles, Ap* 
pendix, p. 244*) It is not however to be ima- 
gined that war was not in the contemplatioA 
of France before that period* The contrary is 
the fea. " We will fly to their (i. e. Englijk re* 
publicans) aid ; we will make a defcent upon that 
ifland (i. e. England); we will pbur in 50,000 caps 
of liberty; we will plant there the facred tree; 
we will ftretch out our arms to our republican 
brethren;'* — ^fays Monge, the minifter of the 
French marine department, in his circular letter, 
dated 31ft December, 1792. (Mr. Nicholas 
Vanfittart's Refleftions on the Propriety of an im- 
mediate Condufion of Peace, ed. 1794. p. 15.) 
The inftruftions given to Genet, the French em- 
bafiadpr to the American States, were figned Jan« 
3, 1793, The purport of thefe inftruftions (fays 
Mr. Harper, a member of the American congrefs) 
was ** to bring the United States into a war 
agaioffc Great Britain." (See Obfervations on 

the 
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the Diipute between the United States and 
France, p. 95. by R. G, Harper, Efquire, one 
ofthereprefentativesof congrefs.) It is to be ob^ 
ferved on, thefe inftruftions, that they were dated 
twenty-one days before ChatiVelin, the French 
minifter of the nsitional convention^ was ordered 
to quit Enjgland 5 a circqmftance which did not 
happen till Jan. 24, 1793. "^^t Chauvelin's dif- 
^ miifal was by France raade a pretence for com- 
mencing hoililities. This remark is fu^efted 
by Mr, Harper; and carries with it the more 
forcible weight, as that gentleman xftill unhap^ 
pily retained American pxejudiccs againft Great 
Britain. 

But France, at the time of its attack on Hol^ 
land, in January 1793, did in cfFeft begin a war 
with Great Britain. For the rulers of France 
were acquainted with the treaty of alliance, made 
id the year 1788, and which fubfifted in full 
force between the United Provinces and this 
country J an exprefs condition rf which treaty is 
this^ ^ in cafe of an attack from any European 
power, to prote4% each other by Tea as well as by 
land, and reciprocally to guarantee all the coun- 
tries, places, and privikges, which the contiaAing 
parties hitherto poffeffed," (Marlh, vol. i p. 241 . 
and p. 2t55 :) the very ftipulation^ by virtue <rf 

which 
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which the Dutch government " difpatched fe- 
veral couriers to England to demand fuccour,** 
(Marfli, .vol. i. 250.) immediately when it was * 
known the executive council of France had paffed , 
a refblution " to deprive the United States of 
their fovereignty over the Scheldt/' (ibid. v. u 
p* 249.) And in reality, in their aggreffion againft 
the United Provinces, they intended to provoke 
and involve England in a war, which they hoped 
would prove to us difaftrous in its confequences. 
For, if their defigns can be known from the 
fpeeches delivered in their convention, it is 
evident they conceived the conqueft of Holland 
would lead to the deftruftion of Britifli com- 
merce; (Marfti, vol. i. p. 367. Mr. Harper's 
Obfervations, p. 94.) and with that view they 
concerted meafures for the fall of Amfterdara. 

That war with England was previoufly intend- 
ed, there is reafon ro conclude from- that ftate of 
preparation, in which their navy appeared, and 
was in aftual fervice, by the middle of Jan. 1793. 
(Marfli, vol. i. p. 3 7 1 .) • Such indeed was their ac- 
tivity in preparing to make an attack, that they 
anticipated Great Britain for a c6nfiderable fpace of , 
time : ** England (fays Briffot) did not begin to 
arm till three months after us." (Letter to his 
Conftituents, p. 52.) That the French fliould, 
H have 
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have by the loth of January " a grater number 
of (hips already in commiffion than were at that 
time fitting in the, Englifh ports'* (Marft, vol. ii, 
p. i6a.) will not appear extraordinary,^ when wc 
recolleft that the executive council had decided 
on war with Ei^land> " ten weeks before the 
open declaration of hoflilities/' (Marfb, vol. ii- 

Let us now come to the truth. Whatever 
pretexts may have apparently been made, (and 
eighteen were fpecified in a public declaration ; 
Marfh, vol. ii. ag^) whatever reafons ma/ have 
profefledly been alleged by France, the real 
motive for her commencing war is found in thefc 
words of Briflbt: "We muft fet fire to the 
four corners of Europe; in that alone is our 
fafety !". (Preface to Briffot's Letter tp his Con- 
ftituents, p. xxxv. Mr. Harper's Obferyations, 
p. 94.) In which .perfuafipn he agreed with Payne's 
maxim, " that all Europe in infurredion was the 
onl^ meafure which could preferve their uifant 
liberties." (Miles on the Conduit^ &c. 'p. 175.) 
a maxim " to be fupported (fays Mr. Miles in 
abhorence of it) at all hazards ; at the expence of 
every thing that is dignified in politics and 
equitable in morals : at the expence of public 
faith, and private virtue.'^ 
. . -^ It 



It will be a natural queftion for 'poflerity to 
ftlk, •* Of what kind ccmld be thofe liberties, for 
the fecurity and confirmation of which, it was 
ncceflary to throw all Europe into a ftate of con* 
bullion ?" They were the liberties (or to fpeak 
in mo^ correft terms, the licentious outrages) 
ofaiiaichy; crimes atheifitt: fuch as no regular 
government in the world could tolerate ; becauie> 
as in name they imply^ fo in fadt they prove> the 
diflblution, of all government. * 

The proximate caufe of anarchi^ difoyderj was 
the murder of their king : which caufe muft itfelf 
be traced back to others, originating in a period 
thirty years antecedent, and thence gradually 
operating till the fatal time at which enfued that 
tragical event- 
In the year 1762, among other conditions of 
the peace at Fontainbleau, it was ppe, that Carmda 
' fhould be ceded to England. From that time 
the ^Americans, who were no longer awed by 
apprehenfions from a powerftil^and neighbouring 
enemy, began to talk loudly of throwing off alle- 
giance to the king of Great Britain, arid of aflerting 
independence on the Britifti government. Before 
three years had elapfed, an incident happened, 
which called forth very evident indications of their 
defign. In the year 1764, Mr Grenville, con- 
. H 2 fidering 
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fideriftg the flourifliing ftate in which the Ame- 
rican commerce \vas cftabliftied, conceived it 
was now but juft and reafonable, that America 
IhoulJ pay the expences of her own civil lift. 
With this view ha propofed- a tax. The Ame- 
rican merchants were confulted on the kind 
of tax which would be moft agreeable to their 
country. A year palTed ; but they returned no 
imfwer. Mr. Grenville then confulted Dr. Frank- 
lin; and (upon the authority of a late very re- 
fpe&able perfon much connefted with Mr. Gren- 
ville, it is added, as by him it was told this 
writer) " Dr. Franklin was the man who recom- 
mended the ftamp aft;** which was adopted 
ai^d paffedin 1765. Tumults and commotions, 
throughout the Britifh colonies of North Ame** 
rica, were the confequences of this aft. A repeal 
6f it produced tranquillity among the people ; 
from *^ Montcalm's Letters,'* however, obferving 
perfons did not imagine the leading men would 
relinquifli their favourite objeft of national inde- 
pendence, but would ftill be intent on aflerting 
it, whenever there fhould occur a fair opportunity 
' for fo doing. Cordial reconciliation, between, the 
two countries never afterwards fubfifted. From 
time to time arofe n^w circumftances, which 
cremated reciprocal jcaloufies, and occafioned mutual 

and 
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and aggravated recripinations. At length in the 
year 1775, America was declared to be in a ftatc 
of rebellion. In 1776, on the 4th day of July, 
was promulgated the declaration of American 
independence. In 1778 France joined America 
in hoflilities againft Great Britain ! a meafure of 
policy weak as it was infidious, and of no fiijiall 
tendency in preparing the minds of her own 
fubjefts for the fubfequent revolutionary pro- 
ceedings. The troops of France were taught i|i 
America,' thofe pernicious dodtrines of infutordi- 
nation, which might be expeft^d from a people 
impatient for revenge on the BritiQi government, 
and enflamed by writings of the moft feditious 
defcription j writings, which it was then for the 
intereft of the common caufe to encourage and 
diffeminate ; but which the wifdom of congrefs 
under Wafliii^on and Adams abhorred and fup« 
prefled, as incompatible with the^ exiftence of 
order, when peace was reftored and government 
eftablilhed. Fraught with thefe principles the 
French armies returned to their own country, little 
difpofed to obey the commands of military difci- 
pline,or to refpeft any longer their ancient laws and 
once beloved moharch. (See preface to *^ Hiftorical 
Epochs of the French Revolution,** written by 
H. Goudcmetz J and, from the moft humane of 
H 3 motives^ 
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motives, tranljatcd by Dr, Randolph, of Bath.) 
Vcrgenn^s; the French niinifter who advifed tho 
junction, foon perceived the miftake into which 
he had fallen. He f^w the adoption of fcntiments 
inimical to monarchy would inqvitably epfuQ.^ He 
repented s but it was jtoo late. The mifchief was 
done, and was irreparable, *^ The crown of France, 
(fay? Goudenietz) ^s I once heard it emphatically 
obferved, was loft in the plains of America/* 

During the courfe of events, which were haj)^ 
pcning in America, had operated widely and with 
baleful efFedts, the ^ndeayoqrs of men who ^t 4 
piore early period h^ begun to fpre^d the dodrine^ 
pf infidelity. Their efforts had been attendiecj 
^ith the greater (uccefs, becf^ufe the authors, who 
were fo afliduous in promoting fgepticifm an4 
fidici^ling cliriftianity, were writers of known aA4 
acknowledged genius, It w^s not fu$ci^ntly . 
fonfidered, that genius and reafon ar?, diiUnft 
powers of the mind : that fophiftry refults. from 
the perverfion of the one, ^s found arguxpent is 
Reduced froni the right exercife of the other. 
It was not confideredj^ that fubtle. infinvjationsi 
(:annot deftroy pofitiye matters of fed ; nor fpe» 
culatiye difficulties invalidate th$ evidence of 
iporal cerjainty built on hiftaricj^l *nd drgum- 
ftgntial truth, 

At 
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At the head (Jf thofe perfons, who employed 
their talent on a purpofe fo infamqus, was 
Voltaire ; a writer, in whofe prose works it is not 
eafy to determine 'whether ignorance, or impu- " 
Idence, or falfehood predominates ; fo much is 
thereof alL Indeed what elfe but difingenuity 
could be expefted from a fwindler? for fuch 
he was, if there were any veracity in Sir John 
Dalrymple, who in the hearing of him that com- 
piled thefe memoirs, related the following anec- 
dote : ^ Frederic the Second, of Pruffia, would often 
aik Voltaire, when they .were intimate, what the 
people faid of him." After frequent repetitions 
of this queftion, Voltaire at length ventured to 
anlwcr, ** the people fpeak well of you in all 
other ]^e<5i:s; but blame you for not paying 
your father's debts.", " They (hall be paid," 
replied the king. Voltaire fecretly then went to 
the feveral creditors. He talked with thenii on 
the debts reipei^tively owed to them. He offered 
them fums of inferior amount,'if they would en- 
gage to let him take his chance for the whole, by 
endeavouring to recover it. The king foon gave 
orders for difcharging all creditors : Voltaife^ 
availed hjmfelf of the engagements ; and thus 
gained himftlf ^ cdnfiderable fortune.. This tranf- 

H4 aaion 
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adion came to the king's knowledge 5 and never 
was forgiven.'' 

United with Voltaire in the work of infidelity 
were Rouffeau,©iderot, and D'Alembert; names 
which France will have caufe to execrate for 
many fucceeding ages, as under their hands was 
conftrufted that repofitory of irreligion, the French 
** Encyclopedic/' By the inftrumentality of this 
and other publications, which, as they came from 
literati twenty thouland in number, were infinitely 
multifarious ; the minds of nobles, ecclefiaftics, 
foldiers, and commonalty, were vitiated in prin- 
ciple. 

There were yet other fources of political, moral, 
and religious corruption. From *^ Barruel's 
Memoires pour fervir a THiftpire du jacobinifm," 
we learn that the inftitution of free mafonry was 
perverted from its original and at leaft innocent, 
if not beneficial, ufe; and was now made an 
Qccafion for prApagating wild theories of equality 
and liberty. • And in " Robifon's Proofs of a 
Confpiracy againft all the Religions and Govern- 
ments of Europe, carried on in the fecret meetings 
of Free Mafons, lUuminati, and Reading So- 
cieties," we fee maintained and profefied by the 
refpedive members, principles which juftify the 

author's 
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author's title, and which cannot be repeated with* 
out creating difguft and exciting abhorrence. 

It is probably to the works of Barruel and 
Robifon that the excellent Gilborne in his ** Fa- 
miliar Survey of the Chriftian Religion" alludes^ 
when he fays, " it now appears from an accumu- 
lation of unqueftionable documents, that the 
foreign enemies of the gofpel, far from limiting 
their efforts to defultory and unconnefted attacks, 
have during many years been united in one firm, 
widely extended, and regularly organifed con- 
federation, for the exprefs purpofe of exterminating 
by fraud and by force, the name of chriftianity 
from off the earth." Ed. 1799, p. 532. 

" Equality" and " liberty" are terms which 
in every Bnton raife lively fenfations of the moft 
generous kind. But then he thorougly under- 
ftands the import of thofp words, and affixes. to 
them proper, becaufe rational, ideas. He con- 
ceives the true import of equality to be this : 
** that every member of fociety is bound by , 
equality of obligation; to' difcharge the duties of 
his. flation, whatever it ^ might be; and that he 
has an equality of claim on fociety, for proteftion 
tohisperfon; fecurity to his property; and im-^ 
partial adminiftration of juftice." (Equality of 
obligation is a fybje(ft well difcuffed in ^ ^yor^ 

of 
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of much and juft Tefledion, entitleii an " Eflay on 
the Natural Equality of men,- * by Dr. Brown, of 
Utrecht, ch. 5, ed. 1 794.) By ^^ liberty" he means, 
" the power of adting according to his own dif- 
cretion, fo far as may be confiftent with the wel- 
fare of others, and fo far as may be compatible 
with the obedience he owes to the eftabliftied laws 
of that fociety to which he belongs.'* 

But the original propagators of " equality" 
and ^Miberty*' in Germany and France inter- 
preted thefe words in a very different manner. 
With them, " equality** was precifely that 
** iEquatio bonorum" of which, Cicero fays, 
** qua pefte quai poteft effe major," (OfE, a. 21.) 
^than which deftrudive curfe what can be 
greater "• — it was that overthrow of equity, con- 
cerning which the.fame moralift remarks, " there 
is an end of all equity, if every one is not aK 
lowed to enjoy his own property." — (iEquitatem,) 
•* qua? toUitur omnis, fi habere fuum cuique non 
licet," (2, 22.) it was reducing all mankind to 
the fame level, fo as to deftroy all fubordination j 
and diftributing equally among all the members 
of /ociety every fort and kind of property and 
polfeflion. And *^ liberty/' according to their 
conception, was the exercife of his will in every 
individual, uncontrouled by any other reflxio 

tioiisj 
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tionsy than thofe which his 6wn mind might 
choofc to impofe. Of •• equality" and « liberty'^ 
thus viewed,lt may confidently be affimied, not 
only that th^ never have exifted, but alfo that 
they never can exift in human fociety, fo long as 
man retains the effential and charaderiftic quali* 
ties of his nature. Yet in theie acceptations 
were the words taken by the democratic party of 
France, who taught the multitude they were 
juftified in aiferting their natural right to fuch 
•* equality" and fwh '♦ liberty,*' by the lawlefs 
rapine, the cruel pibfcriptions, the horrible 
maffacres, which foon followed the commence-^ 
ment, and continued to mark the progrefs of the 
revolution. 

For caufes, which predifpofed the people of 
France for fuch a revolution, we need looK no 
further. In the. fafts, refpcdking America and 
the zealots, for infidelity, equality, and liberty, 
which have already been noticed, an attentive 
obferver will find circumftances, the influence of 
which was fufficient for producing a change of 
ientiments throughout the French nation. And, 
in reality, it was under the imprei]ion of fuch 
change, that the itates general 'met in 1 7 89; 
which fufficiently accounts {Qf the fubfequent 
proceedin^t 

The 
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The laft precedent for cuftotn to be obferved 
in the Hates general was in 1614. The mode of 
proceeding on that oceafion was, that the three 
orders of the ftate, namely, the nobles, clergy, and 
corhmons, (hould meet . in three feparate cham- 
bers, and vote by orders; not individually, or by 
heads, as it was termed." In 1789, the King's 
minifter Neckar threw out a hint, that poffibly 
there might be an union of the three orders, fo 
that all, the deputies might meet In one and the. 
fame aflembly, and in this confolidated body the 
whole power of the ftates might refide.- It is 
material . in this place to obferve, that what fell 
from Neckar was nothing more than a hint that 
fuch concentration might be poffible. It did not 
amount even to an opinion of the propriety in 
adopting the meafure; much lefs did it pretend 
cither to urge, or command this novel fyftem. 
The manner therefore in which this intimation 
was diftantly given, left the nobles and clergy at 
perfect liberty either to follow, or to deviate from 
ancient pradlice, as might be judged moft expe- 
dient by their own difcretion. The commons 
however were fo earnfeft for efFefting this union, 
that they would not acquiefce in former prece- 
dent; but concerted a plan, which ihould forct 
the other orders into a confolidation calculated 

for 
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for abforbing and annihilating the power of the 
nobility and clergy. Had the commons not 
been aftuated by a fpirit of ufurpation, they 
would either have been fatbfied with thte con- 
ftitutionai form of primitive ufage; or they 
would Jiave proceeded no farther than to a flxong 
declaration of their wiftiesj^ that the three orders 
fliould be united. If to thofe wifties the nobles 
and clergy had not thought it either expedknt 
or defirable to accede, the commons on principles 
of national juflice, could not be authorized in 
di&ating and demanding compliance with prel;en- 
lions^ which immediately went to the degradation, 
and would ultimately tend to deftroy all the 
weight and power of the two other refpe<ftivc 
orders. The nobles and clergy were equally with 
the commons under the fanftion and protedion 
of national law; and by that law were equally 
free as the commons, to exercife their own judg- 
ment on political and public queftions; and 
equally concerned as the commons, to maintain 
the privileges derived to them from their an- 
ceftors and predeceflbrs. But the truth is, the 
more violent, which was alfo the more numerous 
part of the commons, were prepared for fubvert- 
ing the national law, even at the expence of 
jufticc to the other orders of the ftate : and the 
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^HSSidty of this aflcrtion no one can; doubt, who 
will but rccoUcft the following particulars. Hav- 
12^ afiumed to themfelves the title firft of national 
and then c^ c(mllitutional ai]fembly> the commons 
proceeded thus;— ^they ufurped to tbfimfelvca 
le^attve authority : called to th^aid the phy- 
fical ftrength of an undiicerning multitude, to in^ 
timidate> infult, and injure thofe tnembecs^ wl» 
were moderate in their fentiments : taught the 
maxim that /* infurredion was a facred duty:'* 
aboliihed all titles and feudal rights : publilhed a 
^ declaration of the rights of man/* the very firft 
ientence of which contains a palpable and noto- 
rious falfehood: feized the whole ecclefiaftical 
revenue, and domains of the crown : ftripped the 
king of his prerogatives; difbanded his body 
guards : converted the church of St. Genevieve 
into a pantheon : divefted the king of all his 
toyal appendages : and obliged him to accept of a 
conftitution imperfeft and inefficient, a conftitu- 
tion which left him without power to protect 
cither himfelf or his fubjefts. The fed is, they 
purpofely degraded the king, by placing him in a 
condition of dependence and imbecility. 

When tlie tier$-etat had retained the exerciife 
of fupreme pQwcr till the expiration of two years, 
afecond, called the legiflative affeitably fucceeded 

the 
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the national, or conftituent aflibmbly« Under , 
this aflembly, religious worfliip was prohibited : 
under the fame alf pedigrees were burnt : under 
the fame, Manuel caufed an oath' to be' taken, 
in a (itting of the jacobins, that fevcry exertion 
Ihould be ufed to purge the earth of the peft o£ 
royalty : and, to mention but one circumftancc 
more, imder the fame, " from the zd to the* 9th 
of this month (Sept. 1792) the moft horrid outr 
rages -were perpetrated without ceafing; 7605 
prifoners, &c. inhumanly murdered, and the 
affaffins pubKcly demanded" their wages. - Every 
"houfe was a fcene of difmay. Maflacres and 
butcheries were committed in all the prifons and 
religious hpufes." Goudemetz thus relates the 
horrible event: an event which even Brifibt 
fliuddered to fccoUed. For, fpeaking of a genc- 
nd*s being fent to the prifon called the " Abbayc,** 
he exclaims, ** to the Abbaye ! the very name of 
which place, in recalling to memory that dreadful 
day of zd of September, muft freeze the heart of 
theboldeft and moft. virtuous man!^' (Briffot 
to his Conftituents, p. 62.) 

The third Icgiflature began its fitting on Sept* 
w> 1 792* and .took to itfelf the title of national 
convention- It was by that convention France 
was decreed to be a republic : by that was heard 

with. 
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with applaufe a dUcotirfe on atheifm, pronounced 
J)y the unblufliing and hardened Dupont : by 
that, in diredt contradiction to the exprefs letter 
of their new conftitutjon, a king who was re- 
markable for the humanity of his difpofition ; 
who even before the meeting of the ftates general, 
had introduced many regulations for the happinefs 
of his people; who, whtoaccufed,defended himfelf 
with fuch firmnefs and .candour, as proved him\ 
ionocent of the charges, alleged ag^nft him; by 
the" national convention, was fuch a kiiig, and 
under fuch circumftances, which aggravated the 
guilt of his deftroyers, murdered, moft cruelly 
murdered! a cataftrophe which happened on 
Jan 2ift, 1793. 

We have feen thit the depravity of the national 
convention was carried to fuCh a height of aban- 
doned profligacy, as even to receive with marks 
•of public approbation, an avowed "piofeffion of 
unqualified atheifm ! From a body of men thus 
immerfed in wickednefs, what crimes was there 
not reafon to expedl! Atheifm, as it defies God, 
fo it tramples on man. It fmothers all the fine 
feelings of humanity ; and Heels the heart for tile 
unappalled perpetration of the. inoft atrocious 
crimes. (Let him, who doubts this, read the 
notes on Dr. Parr's ^fFeAing and learned fpittal 
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Sermon, preached in 1801 ; and particularly 
Mr. Hall's Sermon on ** Modern Infidelity," 
preached at a Baptift meeting. It is interefting 
and impreflive.) Three months had not elapfed, 
before Robert{pierre demanded that liberty be 
eftablifhed on the ruin of all ariftocracies 5 and 
but few days beyond three months, when Danton 
propofed it fhould be lawful to kill any perfons 
hoftile to the revolution, wherever they might 
be found. In the September following,- it was 
decreed, with a view of obliterating the fabbath, 
that the common sera fliould no longer be ufed ; 
but a new mode of dividing days and years, called 
the republican calendar^ (hould be adopted : and 
in the. month of Oftober, every external fign of 
religion waSabbliftied. Maffacre upon maffacre 
in the mean time was committed : and the meni- 
bers of the convention by turns were the viftims- 
of their own fanguinary decrees, and brought on 
themfelves juft vengeance for their unparalleled 
enormities. 

The reader may now form fomc adequate con- 
ception of thofe liberties, in fupport of which the 
whole world was to be convulfed. Againft Eng- 
land, the conftitution of which was infidioufly 
undermining for the purpofe of introducing fuch 
infetuated mifrule, and which therefore on every 
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principle of felf-prcfervation was bound td repel 
hermoft dangerous eneniies, who had made revolt 
in all nations a common caufe ; againft England 
which moreover faw herfelf attacked through the 
fides of her allies, by whofe fall France had hoped 
to. ruin Britifh commerce j againft this country, 
becaufe (he refented the infolence of the conven- 
tion in attempting to difturb our internal govern- 
ment, and in grafping at afeendency by violat- 
ing- the laws of nations -, the ufurper of Seringapa-- 
tarn was ftirred up in Afia; and the,congrefs, 
fometimes by flattery, and fometimes by menaces, 
folicited to take up arms of confederacy in Ame* 
lica. Without any other caufe of provocation^ 
given by the Turk,, than that he retained fidelity 
to his friend and ally,, Africa was invaded in her 
l£gyptiaa provinces. And with equal injuftice 
towards many other ftates, the only offence of 
which was their natural wilh not to exchange 
their own for the French conftitution ; not to 
furrender their independence for fubfedliion ta 
the national convention; the continent of Europe 
Was deluged with fuch ftreams of blood, and 
$rewn with fuch heaps of carnage, as k has not 
witnefled fince the days of the irruption by the 
Goths and Vandals, thofe " deftroyers of na- 
tionsy (See Robertfon's Hiftoi^ erf Charles V.. 

voL 
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vol. i. p- 10. cd. 8vo.) in the fourth and fifth 
centuries. 

At length, after a feries of eight years, 
Buonaparte has checked the fury of France, and 
compelled it to give the world repofe. The in-s 
ftrument, by which he has accomplilhed this end, 
is indeed of all others the leaft fuitable to us who 
know the nature, and are qualified for the enjoy- 
ment of real liberty ; yet is it the only one which 
is fit and applicable to the French nation under 
its prefent circumftances. By the irrefiftibie 
power of military defpotifm, and by that alone, 
has Buonaparte crulhcd " the tyranny of a licen- 
tious, ferocious, ^ and favage multitude, without 
laws, manners, or morals ; and which, fo far from 
refpefting the general fenfe of mankind, infolently 
endeavoured to alter all the principles and opi- 
nions which have hitherto guided and contained 
the world ; and \o force them into a conformity 
fo their views and adions." (Burke's " Appeal 
from the New to the Old Whigs,** p. 17.)" 

That inordinate ambition and democratic fac- 
tion, after various ftruggles and revolutionary 
conftifts, (hould finally be fubjugated under 
armed coercion, is a circiimftance by no means 
extraordinary. The fame event happened among 
our anceftors under Cromwell; the fern 2 at 
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Rome. under Auguftus C^far. And PolybiuSy 
who was prior to the times of the great civil wars, 
when fpeaking of ochlocracy, or government by 
the multitude, has this remark : " they run to- 
gether in tumultuous a jQTemblies, and are hurried 
into every kind of violence;, affaffinations, banifli- 
^ents, and divifions of land : till being reduced 
at laft to a ftate of favage anarchy, they once 
more find a matter and a monarch, and fub- 
mit themfelves to arbitrary fway." (Hampton's 
Polybius, vol. ii. p. II.) How ftriking and 
appofite an illuft ration of his remark would 
the judicious hiftorian have found in' the people 
of JFrance, had he lived in thefe days 1 

We would now quit the fubjeft. But if 
even an enemy, who began to view with horror 
the fcenes of defolating ravage opened to his 
fight; if a remarkable foreigner alfo, arguing 
from common principles of univerfal juftice, can 
read us a leffon of moral and political inftruftion; 
" Ne qua mor« fuerint difpendia tanti," let us 
not think delay too dearly purchafed ; kt us not 
deem our time ill employed; if we hear them on 
the fubjed: of order, and of property. 

" I conceived (fays Briffot) that this doArine 
of ORDER, was as good, and more ufeful for the 
citizen who does not poffefs any thing, than for 
the citizen who poflefles property. Becaufe, the 

firft 
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firftcan live only by his conftant labour; and, 
that there can be no conftant work where there is 
not a conftant fafety, both of life and all pro- 
perty, to the rich. I thought then, that the 
trueft enemies of the people and of the republic, 
were the anarchifts, the preachers up of an agra- 
rian laWy the inftigators of fedition." (Letter 
to his Conftituents, p. 67.)- 

^^ The moment (fays Adams) the idea is ad- 
mitted in fociety, that property is not as facred 
as the laws ^ of God, and that there is not a 
force of law and public juftice to protedt it, 
anarchy and tyranny commence. If thoit shalt 
NOT covet, an.d thou shalt not steal, were 
not commandments of heaven, they muft be made 
inviolable precepts in every fociety, before it can 
be civilized or made free.*' (Defence of Con- 
llitutions, &c. vol.iii. lett. 6. p. 217. ed. 1778.) • 

Enough however of reflection. ' As we have 
proved that their unjuftifiable attack on the 
Dutch ; their treafonable endeavours to overturn 
our government in the time of profefled peace; 
their premeditated defign of making war on Eng- 
land ; and their aftual prior declaration of hofti^ 
lities; all fix on the French the charge of aggref- 
fwn ; let us conclude the fubjeft with this fervent 
prayer : '^ That warned by the awful example of 
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France, Great Britain may never wifti to depart 
from her conftitution; nor to withdraw itfelf 
from the moral light and fpiritual guidance of th^ 
CHRISTIAN religion." 

Wedncfday, March 31. — Mr. Manners Sutton 
again called the attention of the Jboufe to thc^ 
Prince of Wales's claims on the revenues arifing 
from the duchy of Cornwall. He wifhed the 
houfe would appoint a committee to enquire 
Vhat fums had been paid from thofe revenues; 
and who the perfons were that had received 
them i from the time his roy^l highnefs was born, 
till the period at which h? was of age : and to 
afcertain, both in what way, part, or parts, 'thofe 
fums had' been applied ; and alfo, the amount of 
fums s^dvanced to 4ih royal highqefs bimfeJf, 
from the period of his coming of age, to June 5^ 
1 795. Having thus ftated the objed: of his mo, 
tion, he introduced a learned and curious hiftory 
of the feyeral grants, by which thofe reveuues 
were in different reigns veiled in the feveral fuc- 
ceflive princes of Wales. In the courfc of his 
fpeech he took occafion to obferve^ " the prefent 
queftion is not between his Majefty and the 
Prince. The King has not received any of the 
revenues i noi have they in any refpedl been ap^ 
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plied to his ufe/' He thought, however, the 
public had derived benefit from them, and ther^ 
fore (hould reimburfe his royal highncfs. What- 
ever was fo reimburfed, the Prince would apply 
to the difcharge of his debts. 

The chancellor of the exchequer entered into 
feme legal difcuffions refpedting the ihveftment 
of thofe revenues in the princes of Wales, Ht 
obferved alfo, " that with refpeft to the queftion^ 
whether the public had received the rents of th^ 
duchy, it certainly was one of extreme imp<Mt*^ 
ancc. He would aik, what procrfthei^ was that 
any part rf the revenues had been fo applied ? 
Where were the journals of parliament in which 
fuch appropriation could be found ? True it was, 
that in the year 1771, there had been prefentcd 
an accoimt of feveral fums paid during the mino* 
rity <rf the Prince of Wales, from the revenues of 
the duchy of Cornwall, by warrant from the 
lords of the trealtuy, and applied in aid of the 
civil lift. The amount of thefe fums was £. 94,000 ; 
and the head under which it was entered was that 
of fp^cial fervices. But it did not always foUotv^ 
Jhat fums paid for fpecial fervices, were applied 
for the ufe of the public. He was entitled to 
call upon gentlemen, who contended the clain) 
was againft the public, to (hew the ground on 
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which they founded their affertion. It was mar 
terial that the real ftate of the advances to his 
royal, highnefs out of the civil lift Ihould fee 
known. The aggregate of thefe fums^ in the 
courfe of twelve years, was £, 128,420. befides 
cxtraordinaries, to the amount of £^. 50,5^2, 
-Having contrafted the payments made out of the 
ciyil lift, with the fums received by his Majefty 
from the duchy of Cornwall, according to an 
account then lying on the table, he ftated the 
balance in faVour of his royal highnefs to be of 
very confiderable amount. He obferved, the 
houfe, muft bp highly gratified, by being affured 
that the Prince of Wales had declared his inten- 
tion of applying in payment of his debts, whatever 
lliould be found due tQ him. He was one of 
thofe, who did not think a fufficient allowance 
had been made to his royal highnefs in the firft 
inftance, when h? cam^ pf age. With refpeft to 
tljie debts contra^ed by hi? royal hi^nefs, from 
his own perfonal knowledge he could undertake 
to fay, there never was a fubjed on which had 
been made more grpfs and fcandalous. mifrepren 
fentations, than had paffed on them. - To return, 
^lowever, to the queftipn of right : he admitted, 
that a guardian was not at liberty to expend the 
income of a minor^^ without duly accounting fot 
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fuch expenditure ; but in the prefent cafe it was 
neceflary to confider the circumftances, which at^ 
tended the creation of the duchy of Cornwall. 
When his Majefty, King Edward the Third, exr 
preffed his intention of detaching From the crown 
the moft valuable part of his poffeffion, as an 
eftablifliment to fupport the dignity of his fon, 
the. Prince of Wales, he never could have in- 
tended to put him into the poffeffion and receipt 
of fuch- immenfe revenues, and at the fame time 
fupport him during his minority. Under this 
view of the cafe, and under other circumftances 
attending it, he did not think himfelf juftified in 
recommending the adoption of the motion before 
the houfe ; even if it were not exceptionable, as 
however it was, on account of its combining two 
obje&s in their nature diftinft. If in this country 
there exifted a wrong, the law provided means of 
redrefs. It ought, therefore, to be afcertained, 
whether the wrong, of which his royal highnefs 
complained, was a wrong for which there was, ot 
was not, a legal remedy. If redrefs could not be 
had elfewhere, then application' to parliament 
would be proper. But till an appeal for redrefs 
had been made before a legal tribunal, competent 
lo grant it, he felt it impoffible for him, con- 
fiftently with his duty, to fanftion a motion 

whic^ 



122 BRIEF MEMOIRS OT [iSoz. 

which called on the houfe to interfere judicially, 
to interfere in. a way by no means confonant with 
that which was its primary and ' diftinguiftiing 
charader> its legiflative capacity. Nothing but 
neceffity could juftify parliament in judicial inter- 
ference. Under this conception, he (hould con- 
clude by moving the order of the day." 

Mr. Erlkine fupported the original motion. *' 
The matter of the rolls, obferved, there was 
to this motion one radical objeftion, which no 
degree of ingenuity could remove. . "It pro- 
pofcd to ereft a committee of that houfe, into a 
tribunal for the difcuffion of a point of law, and 
thus to confound the legiflative and judicial au- 
thority; a connexion, which by the precedent 
it would eftablifti, muft be produftivc of in- 
calculable mifchief." That houfe had properly 
no concern with the fubjedt; it was altogether 4 
legal queftion, for the confideration of the courts 
below; and no motive of refpedt or regard for 
any individual could juftify the houfe in interfer- 
ii^ with it. This was the only caufe of his op- 
pofition to the motion. It was either a claim of 
right; or, it was not. It could have no middle 
denomination." 

When Mr. Fox had replied, the attorney ge- 
ptral read the words of the charter, by which 

the 
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the diichy of Cornwall was originally granted to tfa^ 
Prince of Wales; thence proving that the grant 
was made by Edward III. for the maintenance and 
fupport of the princely dignity and ffeate of the 
Prince of Wales. 

The chancellor of the exchequer's motion fat 
the order of the day, was put — 

Ayes 1 60 I Noes 103 — Majority 57; 
of courfc Mr, Sutton's was loft. 

A deputation from thofe gentlemen, who were 
difpofed to bid for the enfuing loan, waited 
this day on Mr* Addington. The lifts were not 
fewer than feven^ a number highly creditable to 
the mmifl:er, and to the coimtry. 

The terms of the loan propofed were, 
far cyery j^.iqq fterling— 65 Confol. Annuity. 

60 Red. Ditto. 
The bidding to b^ made oh the fmalleft quantity 
of a three per cent- deferred ftock, to be incorpo- 
rated with the confols, on Jan. 5, 1808, and to 
bear no intereft till that time. The reafon is, 
that in 1808, the (hort annuities fall in, amount- 
ing to • ^ - ^ - • - r - ;^.4i8i995 
and in the courfe of 1806 and 1807, 
Exchequer Annuities fall in, to the 
ftmount of--T--- ** '82,000 

making 
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making a fum of more than ;f .500,000. for which 
taxes were already provided, and which might be 
a provifion for this new flock. 

The idea of deferred flock, is thought to have 
been b9rrowed from the American government. 

The minifler intimated his defign of departing 
in fome degree from Mr. Pitt's principle with re- 
gard to the fmking funds. It was originally pro- 
pofed,'that when the old finking fund fhould 
amount to four millions, all the growing produce 
beyond that, fl^tould be applied to the repeal of 
the mofl burthenfome taxes. It is now intend- 
ed, that the old and new finking funds fhall be 
confolidated, and proceed without any abate- 
ment of taxes, till the national debt is ahnihi* 
lated; an eyent, which may be efFeAed in the 
courfe of 45 j'^ears, even although we^ (nould in 
the interval borrow an additional ;^.ioo,ooo,ooo. 

That the national debt fhould be fo far dimi* 
nifhed, as that taxes may be lighter, and the 
cpuntry be enabled on any emergency either to 
raife fupplies within the year, or to borrow on ad- 
vantageous ternis, is a blefling mofl earheflly to 
bjB defired. But that, the national debt fhould 
ever be extinguiflied, is much to be deprecated. 
For in the firft place, monied men would find it 
^jfjicult to fubftitute a mode on which to ^m-^. 

ploy 
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ploy their capitals, without trouble to tbemfelves 
or rifk to their fortunes. In the next place, 
commerce, and confequexitly wealth, would ra- 
pidly decline: for induftry, which is the main 
fpring, the life, and foul of commerce, would 
flacken as commodities and neceflaries became 
cheaper through exemption from taxes. Then 
again, and a circumftance of very weighty confi- 
deration it is, the middle ranks of fociety would be 
much more indifferient to the welfare of the coun- 
try. In thofe ranks we commonly find the cre- 
ditors of the flate. . So long as the ftate is indebt- 
ed to its fubjeds, thofe fubjefts are interefted in 
the fuppprt of it. But take away the caufe, 
which .excites in the individual an anxiety for 
public welfare as comieded with his owp imme- 
diate profperity, and he feels little concerned for 
its fituation. It was faid of Ireland " the mif- 
fprtune of that country is, it has no national 
debt.*' The remark appeared paradoxical : yet 
upon examination it was found pregnant with 
political wifdom. It implied, " the fubjeds of 
Ireland are not individually interefted in its wel- 
fare." ' 

Friday, April 2. — Notice was given at the 
Stock-exchange, that the fum wanted by way of 
loan for the fervices of the current year, would 

be 
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be 26 million ami a half: of which; one million 
and a half was to be raifed in Ireland, for the fer- 
vice of that country. As the loan was for lefs 
money than had been expedked, flocks rofe one 
per cent. 

Sunday, April 4.-^On this day died the right 
hon. lord^Kenyon; wlio from the year 1788 to 
the prefent time, filled the dignified and impor- 
tant ftation of lord chief juftice in the King's 
Bench. It has been faid of him, he never could 
be tempted from his bufinefs to fee a play, and 
that he never had been a fpedator of any one 
theatrical exhibition. This is a rare inftance of 
affiduity, if the fad were really as it is related. 
But however that may be, of his ability he gave 
Very evident proofs during a long courfe of prac- 
tice as a pleader. When he was advanced to ju- 
dicial rank, firft as mafler of the rolls 'in 1784, 
and then as chief juftice, he acquitted himfelf 
with the moft impartial and inflexible integrity. 
Juft, upright, and virtuous himfelf, he would 
neither bow to tlie depravities of fafhion, nor 
bend to the iniquities of vice. That, which the 
Greek hiftorian required in his Egyptian judge, 
was found in lord Kenyon, " He carried about 
him the image of trttth imprefTed on his very 
foul."- (iElian Var. Hift. 14. 34.) 

Monday, 
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Monday, April 5.~With Meffrs. Smith, PaynCr 
and Smith, who of the various competitors agreed 
to take the fmalleft quantity of deferred ftock, 
were fettled thefe terras of the loan, viz. 
For every jf. I oo fieri- ^. s. d. 
ing - - ^ . . 65 o o Confols. 
60 o o Reduced. 
6 19.3 Deferred Stock. 

^31 19 3 



The minifter, on the fame day, communicated 
thefe terms to the houfe of commons. In fub- 
mitting which he faid, " I fliould confider my- 
felf as unneceflarily engaging the time of the com- 
mittee, if I detained them too long upon a fub- 
jed which affords fuch folid grounds of general 
fatisfaftion. But I cannot help congratulating the 
country on the fubftantial proofs of confidence 
thus given by the monied intereft; and I feel 
myfdf called upon to obferve,. that it is to the 
energy and perfeverance uniformly difplayed by 
this houfe, fupported by the fpirit and exertions 
ofa great people, that t;he public are kdebtcd 
for this cojifidence.'' 

The Ways and Means were brought for-* 
ward. The new flock, for which iritereft muft 
be provided, was — 

Stock, 
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Stock, created by loan - >C-3^>35^*375 ' ^ 
— ty funding exchequer bills in 

the courfe of the winter * 1.1,138,06^ 10 
— r charged upon the income tax, 

now to be repealed - * 56,445,000 6 

97»934>43.7 ^^ 

The intereft on which amounts to 3,2.1 1,202 o 

For the payment of which intereft were propofed 

additional taxes on 
Malt, hops,, and beer, producing - /[. !2>ood>oo© 

Affeffed taxes - j, 000,000 

Duty on exports and imports - - 1,060,000 

4,000,000 
Which would leave a furplus of nearly 800,000 
the application of which might afterwards be con- 

fidered. 

On mentioning the repeal of the income tax, 
Mr. Addington declared he ftiould be extremely 
forry if he could' fuppofe any gentleman would 
impute to him any unworthy motive, by which 
his conduft was aduated. He affured the houfe 
the ftep he was about to take in this particulary 
was the refult of his own thoughts. The conclu- 
fions he had formed for a confiderable time, he 
had not confined within his own breaft; but had 
communicated them to others, who, if neceffary, 

would 
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would atteft his aflertiont a^id he was fure th^ 
hon. gentleman oppofite to him (Mr. Tierney) 
woulddohim thejuftice to fay, that in Januaty 
lafl: he fpoke with referve on that fubjeft, dnd 
begged that no inference might be drawn as to 
the courfe which might be thought advifabte 
for the executive government to purfue* All 
he faid, or meant to fay in January, was to this 
efFeft; that the income tax was a meafxire much 
too important for the houfe to relinquilh durihg 
a continuance of the war; and he believed the 
hon. gentleman clearly underftood him, when he 
made this intimation. He (heuld be forry. alfo, 
if the meafure he was about to adopt, ftiould be 
conftrued into a change of his opinion refpefting 
the policy of continuing the tax had the war 
continued. Upon that fubjeft, he knew he dif- 
fered from many hon. members of the houfe, for 
whofe judgment he had great refpe6t, and for 
whofe principles he had great efteem : he differ- 
ed alfo from many very worthy and intelligent 
individuals in the country. He was however 
bound to declare his opinion; and to add, it was 
his entire and thorough convidion, that it was 
to the wifdom whence originated the income tax, 
and to the firmnefs, which induced the houfe to 
perfift in it, that the country was indebted for 

K the 
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the comfort wc now enjoyed: for, that fyftem it 
w«s, which enabled us to furmount the difficul- 
ties, vHth which during the laft three years we 
were obliged to ftruggle. The fame convidion 
of its. efficient utility as a war tax, mduced him 
to recommend the removal of this burthen 
from the public in time of peace. A tax of this 
suture Ihould be referved for the mail preffing 
occafions : occafions, which he trufted were far 
diftantj but which however might hereafter oc- 
cur, and for them therefore we Ihould always be 
,rcady to provide. In that fenfe of the matter, he 
;ihould always look to this mode of railing fup- 
plies; to be carried into effe6i:,*not indeed under 
the prefent regulations, but by fome, though 
not very diffimilar alterations. It was worthy 
the credit, it was worthy the character of this 
country, to look forward to fuch a refource, in 
the painful event of being compelled to ftruggle 
for its honour, and to maintain its independence 
againft hoftile force; and at a time, when, if 
called upon to exert all its powers and to put 
forth all its faculties, the country would not be 
found wanting to itfelf. 

When Mr. Addington had expreffed himfelf 
thus fully on the income tax, and had laid before 
the committee the various articles for which fup- 

plies 
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plies were neceflary> and the Wa^s and JMjeans 
by which fuch fupplies could be raifed> he con* 
eluded a long financial fpeech . in words to this 
effedt: " I look back on the condud of this 
houfe and of the country, during the laft nine 
years, with pride and fatisfaftion : I look forward, 
with hope: I am convinced^ that by prudence 
and vigilant oeconomy (refpeding which however 
I make no profeflions, defiring only to be judged 
of by my condudt) I am convinced that by a firm 
and temperate fyftem we may promife to our- 
felves fecurity and comfort. This muft be the 
wifli of every member in this houfe> and of every 
man in this country, who feels an ardour for na- 
tional welfare. To enfure our advantages, we 
fhould adopt, to ufe the words of my noble friend, 
the fecretary of ftate (lord Hawkefbury) a fyftem 
of conciliation and firmnefsj by which we may 
preferve the bleffings of peace. They are to be 
preferved, not by infulting the honour of othei* 
nations; npt by invading their fecurities; n6t by 
violating or queftioning the independence of other 
nations; ^but by feeling the bleffings of peace at 
home, and by being prepared to vindicate and 
maintain them. Under thefe impreffions, I am 
fully perfuaded that this fyftem duly followed, 
will continue to afford a well-graunded hope of 

K 2 tranquillity 
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tranquillity and eafe, as well as profperity and in- 
dependence. The evils of war, I hope, and am 
confident, have ceafed to operate on us. This 
confideration however, ftiould not induce us to 
forget the maxims of our trae policy. I mean 
not'tiiat we Ihould follow a fyftem of jealoufy; 
tAat I truft we fhall never purfue ; but I do re- 
commend a well direfted and well regulated fyf- 
tem of prudence and caution. It is by this, and 
this only, we can continue to enjoy thofe bleffings 
in the pofleffiori of which our country is fo emi- 
nently happy." 

Mr. Whi thread reprobated the income tax:; 
difapproved of the additional duty on beer; and 
contended, that no one objeft, for which we had 
entered on the late war, h^d been attained. 

To this laft affertion Mr. Addington replied,. 
*^ they had attained the objeAs of the war; for* 
they had gained all they had not loft." 

Mr. Pitt defended the income tax; and ad- 
duced it as an inftance of national profperity — 
" that at the end of nine years of a war unexam- 
pled in its nature and extent, we had made a. 
loan for twenty-five millions, at the very fame 
price of ftocks at which, in the year 1793, the 
firft year of the war, we made a loan for only foui; 
millions." 

Tuefday^ 
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Tuefday, April 6. — ^Thanks to the army, navy, 
militia, and fencibles were moved, in the houfe 
of lords by lord Hobart; in the commons by Mr.. 
Addington. " He rofe to offer certain refolu- 
tions, which he was confident would receive the 
unanimous concurrence of that houfe, as the ob- 
jed: of them was to render a juft tribute of na- 
tional gratitude to the exertions of thofe brave 
men, who had been fighting for their country 
abroad; and to the no lefs meritorious, though 
perhaps lefs brilliant fervices of thofe, who with 
arms in their hands, had defended it at home. 
He would make no diftinftion between the arriiy 
and navy: the zeal of both had been equal, the 
glory of both was unfuUied, Yet if thanks were 
conferred on the army and navy alone, the houfe 
might ftill be charged with ingratitude ; for tht 
merit of the fencibles would be omitted, though 
their condud in the late war was entitled ta 
every praifc. They had enlarged the extent of 
their fervices in proportion to the public exi- 
gences: and inftead of limiting their aid to the 
immediate defence of England alone, they had 
voluntarily offered to give their aififtance in Ire-^ 
land; and indeed even in the remotefl parts, 
where their attendance and efforts' might be 
thought requifite and ufeful. The militia alfo-^ 

K 3 a clafa 
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a clafs of the military, which the country had al- 
ways regarded with particular afFeaion,had never 
at any former period fo highly entitled itfelf to 
that afFedion. He would hot fpeak of thofe 
privations, which through the courfe of a nine 
years war the officers muft have endured, in a 
long abfence from their refpedtive homes, and a 
total negled of their private affairs. In former 
wars, the militia had acquired marked honours ; 
but in that .which was juft terminated, their me- 
rits had taken a wider r^nge. Ireland attefted 
their zeal; and the country was indebted to them 
for a moft important and feafonable difcovery — ' 
(the Irilh rebellion). Convinced, as he was, 
that the houfe, appreciated the fervices of thefe 
TXitn equally high as himfelf did, and that no« 
thing, which he could fay, could add to the 
fenfe entertained of them, he would content 
himfelf with moving in one general and compre- 
henfive form, ** that the thanks of the houfe be 
given to the army and navy, for their meritoriotis 
conduft during the war," 

I^rd Hawkeibury feconded the motion. He 
was perfuaded, that however gentlemen might 
differ in opinion refpefting the war itfelf, yet all 
would agree in allowing tliere never was a period, 
in which Britifti valour was more emmently con- 
'^ fpicyou% 
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/picuous, or was difplayed with more honour t& 
the country. He fliould wafte the tirtie of the 
houfe, if in that view he compared the kte with 
former wars. He (hould content himfelf with 
faying, that in no war had the exertions of the 
navy been fo brilliant and fuccefsfiil. The exer- 
tions of the army likewife, at every feafon of the 
war, had been no lefs the fubje&s of commenda* 
tion and praife. There had been no opportunity 
for thefe exertions on which they had not gained 
great honour to their country. He would men- 
tion, with particular exultation, their exertioi^s 
during the laft campaign in Egypt; exertions 
which had mod materially conduced to the pro* 
curing of peace. • ' • 

The chancellor of the exchequer again fpoke. 
In mentioning the militia, he hpped the houfe 
would not conceive either that he meant to omit, 
or that he had forgotten tiie militia of Ireland. 
They had aded in the moft loyal, fpirited, and 
conflitutional manner, during the whole of the 
rebellion ; and by their ready oiBfer to come from 
Ireland to this country, when England was 
threatened with invaiion, they had deferved the 
warmeft thanks of every perfon, who wiflied Well 
to both kingdoms. The fame tribute of praife 
was due alfo to the loyalty, activity, and zeal, 

K 4 which 



136 BRIEF MEMOIRS OP [lSo2« 

lyhich ftimulated the exertions of the IxiQk 
yeomanry. ' ' ' 

i The thanks of the hbufe were then voted " to 
the officers of the army, navy, marines, the 
feveral corps, of miUtia,, yeomanry, volunteer ca- 
valry and infantry, both in England and Ireland," 
•To which vote,, it was added, ^^ that the houfe 
"do highly approve, and acknowledge the fervic^s 
of the.nori-commiffioned officers and privates, in 
-all the faid corps ; and it is defired that the fame 
ftiould be cpnimunicated to them by the feveral 
officers belonging to, each corps.'* 

Wednefday, April 7^ — Sir William Scott moved 
^ that the houfe (hould go into a committee on 
^ the ftatiite of Henry VIIL enforcing the* refideace 
of the clergy.' 

In a fpeech of much learning, clcarnefs^ and 
candour^ he entered into a hiftory of the principle 
and policy, on which was originally grounded the 
adl, impofing a penalty on clergymen,, who were 
non'refident for the fpace of one inonth in a y^ar. 
He obferved, ** it was a law fevere and unjuft in 
the extreme. At the period in which it was 
enadted, the penalty was equal to the annual 
value of very many benefices throughout the 
covptryj and confequently on many occafions^ 

' if 
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if a minifter, who had conduced himfelf with 
tho utmoft propriety, and with the moft confcien- 
tious attention to the duties of his office for 
eleven months fucceffively, (hould, during the 
other month, have been neceffarily called froni 
his refidence by confiderations of any, even the 
moft interefting and endearing nature, he muft 
have forfeited the whole, annual amount of his 
living. A ftatute, which at its commencement ' 
had been capable of producing /uch an effeft 
was one which muft have been founded on an 
unwifc principle of legiflation, and ought no 
longer to be fanAioned by parliament. The 
clergy had at all times been the warmcft friends, 
and the moft zealous fupporters of the ftate : 
at no time more fo, than at the prefeat. In 
the body of clergy, were men of genius, men 
of learning, men of elegant education; many too 
were connefted with the firft families in the king-' 
dom. Such was the charafter and refpedtability 
of all, that they (hould not be fubjefted to harfli 
and irritating proceffes of law. It would be more 
advifable, that the regulation of fuch a body 
Ihould be left to the fuperiors of that body ; 
who might be invefted with a power fomcwhat 
difcrefionary;. yet not fo difcretionary as to bo 
without controul, partly by limitations to be 

. . fpecified 
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fpeclfied in a new aft, and partly by appeal to 
other and higher powers." 

Of appreciating the beneficial and falutary 
cffcds derived to the nation from the body 
of its clergy, there feldom has been ^prefented 
an opportunity more ample or ferious, than 
in the late conflidt between piffion and prin- 
ciple, ignorance aijd wifdom, fophiftry and reafon, 
iniquity and juftice, anarchy and order, atheifm 
and religion. That the clergy flood firm in 
fupport of the more loyal, conftitutional, right, 
and facred ^aufe s that by their immediate ex- 
ample, and immediate advice, they encouraged 
others, each within his own fphere, to refift 
with perfevcrance the progrefs of intelleaual, 
moral, and political evil, many have acknow- 
ledged. But there is yet another inftance of 
lignal fervice, which deferves to be noticed. They 
had been previoufly inftrumental in cftablifh- 
iiig the ground-work of all that found judgment 
and unihaken firmnefs, which alike dignified and 
preferved our legiflature. The clergy are the 
chief .conduftors of education. Under them were 
trained to lofty fentiment, virtuous adions, and 
genume patriotifm, the greater part of thofe 
illuflrious fenators, who imder providence^ and 
in cooperation with the energy and difpofitioix 
G^the country, by their counfels and laws dc^ 

livcrcd 
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livered us from the dcvaftations of democracy, 
and from fubjugation to the favage tyranny of 
enemies infatiable as they were mercilefs. The 
foundation of that fcnfe, difcretion, reditude, 
fpirit, boldoefsy concern for national fafety, love 
for their king and country, and refolution>in na« 
tionai defence, which under the moft trying 
circumftances thofe fenators dilplayed, was 
ftrengthened at that period of their life, when 
the clergy were their inftruftors ; inftruft'ors, not 
after the fpecious but feeble modeof fubftituting 
frivolous for folid and manly attainments of 
MiNDi but in the more ultimately beneficial 
and vigorous plan; the plan, which by gra- 
puAi-LY communicating knowledge in literature, 
in fcicnce, and christian religion; by giving 
the mind leifure for digefting what has been 
taught ; by frequently exercifing its thinking 
^d reflefting faculties, by maturing and con- 
firnung its various powers; prepared and fent 
into public life fome of our greateft ftatefmen ; 
and we truft, in defpite of falhion for moft con- 
temptible prettynejfesy will continue to fend forth 
thoufands of men, enlightened in their under* 
ftandings, fagacious in their forefight, fober in 
their judgments, induftrious in bufinefs, upright 
In their viewsi firm and found in their principles 

civil 
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civil and religious, and exemplary in their man- 
ners; fuchmen, as will be qualified to fill every 
department of the ftate, with credit to themfelves, 
and advantage to the nation. 

. Not unconnefted with the fubjeds now im- 
mediately before us are fome paflages in a 
pamphlet entitled, ^^ Who'll change Old Lamps 
for New?" Printed in 1799. The moral ufes 
arifing^ to fociety from the minifters of religion in 
■ ALL perfuafions, are there briefly mentioned. 
Nor incompetent to eftimate or feeble, to de- 

*: fend the fyftems of education eftablifhed in our 

- beft fchools and'univerfities, was the learned and 
animated, though anonymous, writer of a note 
on a verfe in ^^ The Purfuits pf Literature/' 

*^ I would call (fays he) the rifing youth of this 
country, to the intepfe, and fervent, and unre^ 

' mitting ftudy of the ancient claflical writers, 
(whom I need not* name) as their primary choice. 

• I call upon them to have the . courage, • to be 
ignorant of many fubjecls, and of many authors, 
at their ineftimable age. Never to pretend to 
jftudy, in their firfl academical years, 'what they" 
defign as thfe ultimate end of their labours, I 
mean, their profeflion. Their wholi? bufinefe i^ 
to lay the foundation of knowledge original j^ 
found, and ftxpng. In particular, the ftudy^ of 

thQ 
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the law, as fuchy fliould never be entered upon, 
even in limine^ before tiie firft degree in arts is 
obtained . The firft volume indeed of Blackftone's 
Commentaries may be read, in the fame manner 
as RobertfonV Introduftion to . his Hiftory of 
Charles the Fifth, They are chef d'osuvres in 
their kind, and form a part of general. knowledge^ 
The fpecifick ftudy of the law in the univerfity, 
at that early age, confines and cripples the fa- 
culties. Such a ftudent may arrive at mere 
knowledge, as a fpecial pleader, but he will never 
be illuftrious, or ornamental to his profeffion. 
When a man has once entered upon any pro-, 
feffion whatever, his education has in fact ceafed. 
They, who by a patient continuance, and un- 
diverted attention to accademical ftudies alone, 
have fought for the origihal materials of fcience 
and of folid fame, have feldom failed in their great 
purfuit:" The author of this annotation profeffes, 
and indeed proves himfelf to be, to the univer^ 
fities " a friend who believed, or rather who 
knew them to be capable, in their high fundions, 
to maintain and adorn the principles of happinefs, 
and fafety, and learning, and comfort, and hope, 
and good confcience s againft foppery, and falfe 
fcience, and the degradation of the intelledt, and 
frippery, and pompous nonfenfe, and the infolence 

of 



t4t ttnt MBMOJtS iB9 [ttci. 

of feiolifts, and tbe^ negleft of good writing and of 
good mannen4 A firiend who with no fstlfe en« 
thufiafm» would fecure the permanenqr of thefe 
ILLUSTRIOUS iKSTiTUTioNSi with wwf monu« 
ment of ancient arts> and eloquence^ and fcience, 
coniecrated by the minilby of rdiigion to the 
ftability of the ftate." (Edit, fixth, p. 264-) 

Friday, April 9**— The cKancetlor of the ex- 
chequer addrefled the chairman of the committee. 
*' Sir, I rife in purfuance of a notice giyen by me 
fome few days fince, and move for leave to bring 
in a bill to reitrain for a time to be limited, the 
payment of cafh by the bank of England. I am 
aware, (ir, it is impoffible to fubmit, without ex- 
planation, a motion which is to have the^effeA of 
impofing any reftraint or obftruftion with regard 
to the ordinary fundions of an eftablilhment like 
the bank: but 1 have the fatisfaftion of being 
convinced, that the meafure cannot furnifh the 
moft timid man in the houfe with a pretence for 
fuppofing, that the bank does not poffefs within 
itfeif the moft ample means of fatisfying to the 
fulleft extent the demands which may be made on 
it, by the payment of/pecie. It cannot be nccef- 
fary for me to inform the houfe, that the Tate of 
exchange between this country and foreign parts 

is 
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is difadvantageous to ourfelves. It cannot be 
neceffary for me to ftate, that the export trade has- 
been fot fome months at a Hand ; and that a coii- 
fiderable time muft elapfe, before the country 
can have the benefit' of the returns of the export 
trade, even after it is reftored to thofe channels; 
into which it is rapidly throwing itfelf. It can- 
not be neceffary for me to prove, that while the 
rate of exchange is difadvantageous to us, an aug- 
mentation of the circulating cafli would create a 
trade highly injurious to the intereft and commerce 
of this country. It is well known that for feveral 
months paft there has been carrying on a trade of 
purchafing guineas with a view to the exporta- 
tion of them. It is on thefe grounds, viz. the 
circumflances belonging to the export trade ; the 
impoffibility of having thofe returns, which in 
England are many months' before they are made, 
on the export trade ; and the prevention of the 
mifchief that .would arife from the exportation of 
coin ; it is on thefe grounds I think it my duty 
to fubmit the expediency of continuing the re- 
ftridlion with regard to the payments of the bank. 
There is, fir, another confideration, which preffes 
ftrongly on my mind, and which, I am perfuaded, 
muft be felt equally by the houfe and by the 
countty^i It 13, that the entire command over all 

foreign 
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foreign markets, which we have for fome time 
paft experienced, cannot be expefted to continue 
in the fame degree. Competition muft exift; 
and i't is important at the commencement of fuch 
competition, that every facility (hould be given to 
the merchants of this country* By continuing 
the rcftriftion on the bank for fome time longer, 
the accommodation afforded to merchants by the 
bank, with refpeft to difcount, will be continued. 
I am not aware of any inconvenience that can 
poffibly arife from continuing it* We have had 
the fatisfaftion refulting from tlie experience of 
difficulties for three or four years; we have had 
the fatisfaftion of feeing, that during that period 
the credit of the bank has undergone no diminu- 
tion whatever. Bank notes have maintained their 
reputation, and have been every where received 
cheerfully and readily. I know that gentlemen, 
both in this houfe and in the country, entertain a 
diverfity of opinion refpedling the mo^e in which 
the bank ihould be permitted to renew its 
money payments. Some are delirous the bank 
flbould pay in calh for notes of fmall denomi- 
nation t but till there is a full and abundant 
lupplyofcaQi by opening the bank entirely, it. 
is extremely convenient to afford circulation to 
one pound and two pound notes. By the pay- 
ment of them in fpecie would be introduced a 

general 



general anxiety for obtaining cafh at the bank; 
Notes of I, coo/, and 500 A would be changed 
for notes of i /. and 2/. in order that thefe fmallei? 
notes may be immediately changed for cafti* 
The effeft of making the bank pay in cafti for 
fmall notes, would be that of giving rife to the 
poffibility of an unlimited demand on the bank> 
by exchanging large notes for fmall, and then 
taking the fmall entirely out of circulation by de- 
manding payment of them in fpecie. I have 
already faid it is a meafure rendered necefTary by 
the rate of exchange, and the ftate of Qur export 
trade, that payment in fpecie ftiould be reftrifted* 
I (hall only add, that it will be prudent to- wait, 
till we fee the confequences and are enabled to 
Judge of the efFeds, which wiH refult frorn the 
peace we have juft concluded; to wait tiU our 
commercial relations are formed bn the continent j 
till we know what are the political and com-* 
mercial relations in which different countries 
ftand with reference to each others before we 
take a ftep, which if haftily taken, would be pro- 
dudtive.of much inconvenience and^niuch injury* 
I therefore conclude by moving, " that the re- 
ftri£tions impofed by the 37 th of his Majefty, 
with regard to payments of the notes of the 
bank of England, in cafti, be further continued^ 
for a time to be limited/*' 

L Sir 
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Sir Robert Peele and geneml Gafcoinc con- 
curred in opinion with Mr. Addington. 

Monday, April 12. — Sir Francis Burdett made 
a motion for an inquiry into the conduft of the 
late miiuftry. His fpeech, which was conceived 
in general terms of^reprehenfion, was feconded 
by Mr. Sturt. Lord Temple replied. " He vin- 
dicated the late minifters on the fubjeft of the 
Irifti rebellion, and that of their proceedings with 
regard to peace. The income tax, he contended, 
had been the falvation of the country, by calling 
forth its enei^. He was happy indeed 'the 
fituation of our affairs was fuch, as to admit of 
its repeal; ftill however he looked forward to it 
as one of the refcfurccs, to which we might refort 
on any future extraordinaiy occafion. He hoped 
it would always be referved as a war tax. It had 
been relinquiftied at a period, when taxes, which 
were now to be fubftituted in its place, would fall 
with the Icaft preflure. He recoUefted however 
it was a tax, for which the city of London had 
called; and which, upon the fuggeftion of com- 
tnercial men, had been adopted as the beft and 
moft proper method of raifing a large fum of 
money. As to the general propriety of the 
motion before the houfe, he fhould only add, he 

thought 
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thought it was to the right hon. gentleman (Mr- 
Pitt) who was intended to be afFedt^ed by it, that 
the people of this country were indebted for every 
bleffing they now enjoyed; and their reprefenta- 
tives, for the prefervation of their right to fit in 
that houfe* Had not his gigantic plans, his 
vigour, and his abilities, called forth that confi- 
dence oh the part of the people, with which they 
fo long relied on him, inftead of being m a 
fituation to return thanks that they were ftill . 
governed by the beft of Kings, they would have 
fallen under the lalh, and have been groaning un- 
der the yoke of a foreign invader/* 

Mr. Archdale and lord Belgrave fpoke in de-. 
fence and praife of Mr. Pitt. 

The original motion was loft. The votes were 
246 againft it; 39 for it. — Majority 20.7 againft 
it. 

Perhaps no civil meafure of internal policy con- 
tributed more to fave our conftitution, than the 
fedition bill ; the chief provifion of which cor- 
refponded with the principles even of republicaa 
government, for it exifted in the laws of Rome 
during her moftfree days. ** Majores vestri 
(fays Pofthumius) ne vos quidem, nifi quum 
aut vexillo in arce pofito comitiorum caufi exer- 
citus edudus effet, aut plebi concilium tribuni 
L 2 edixififent. 
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edixiffent, aut aliquis ex magiftratibus ad 
concionem voc&flet; forte t em ere coire vo- 

JLUERUNT t et, UBICUNQUE MULTITUDO 
ESSEX, IBI ET LEOITIM0M RECTOREM MUL* 
TITtTDINIS CENSEBANT DEBERE ESSE." (LlV. 

39. 15.) The application of this appofite and 
remarkable paflage was firft made by the very 
worthy and able Mr. Archdeacon Moore, of 
Exeter, in his Difcourfe of ijBoi. 

Tuefday, April 13- — Accounts from Paris ftated 
thefe particulars. Monfieur Portalis, on the 5th 
inft. prefented to the legiflative body the " Con- 
cordat" with the pope, and alfo the ecclefiaftical 
•laws, which had been framed on the ground of 
this folemn convention. He then delivered a 
•long fpeech on the occafion. He ftated the mo- 
tives which had led to the meafure in queftion. 
He pointed out the fuperior excellence of the 
chriftian, to every other religious fyftem; its 
divine origin ; the fimplicity and force of its tenets ; 
the purity of its morals; and the benefits which 
had flowed from the pradice of it, in every 
quarter of the globe. He expatiated on the na- 
ture and happy influence of religion upon the 
conduft of man in fociety* He recommetided 
the catholic religion, under new regulations, as 

the 
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the beft form which could be adopted by France, 
revered as it had been by public opinion, 
fanftioned by the experience 6f ages, and con- 
genial as it was to the manner's aSid cuftoms of 
the people. The proteftant form however was 
to be protefted alfo by the government. 

To every one, who recoUefts the horrible im- 
pieties, which prevailed in France under the 
fyftem of democratic fury and avowed atheifm, 
this revival of the chriftian religion muft appear 
a circumftance moft highly important ; and is 
particularly memorable, as a bleffing immediately 
arifing from the return and eftablifljment of 
peace. 

Wednefday, April 14.—- The houfe refolved 
itfeif into a committee upon the bill for confoli- 
dating certain afts of parliament for the redemp* 
tion of the national debt. The chancellor of 
the exchequer ftated the outlines of his phn. 
The great objedt was to confolidate the public 
debt, and to confolidate the 'redemption of it. 
For that enfi, two purpofes were to be effefted, 
I ft. To provide for the prefent moment; and 2dly, 
To accelerate the redemption of the debt. When 
the whole amount of the national debt was con-* 
fidered, he would not hefitate to fay it could not 

12 be 
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be viewed without fome anxiety, nor without a 
correfponding wifti to lighteji and entirely remove 
it. The amount of the permanent taxes was 
little (hort of thirty millions ; and the capital of 
the debt amoui^ted to four hundred and eighty- 
eight millions. He had however the fatisfa<3:ioa 
to ftate, that by confolidating the two eftablifti- 
ments for redeeming the national debt^ the one 
inftitutcd in 1 786, the other in 1 7.94, they wouldi 
be enabled to pay off the whole of the national 
debt in forty-three years and two months. The 
fum al'fo of 1,500,000 f. would by this meafurc 
be left as a furplusj being the difference of in- 
tereft after paying off the four and five per cents. 
The advantages, which would arife to the public 
he had fairly ftated, and the objeft ujider confi- 
deration was .to apply for relief to thofe meafures-, 
which held out fuch folid and pleafing refourccs. 
With refpedt to the two finking funds of 1786 
and 1792, they would, if confolidated, produce 
5,667,000/. which^ in thecourfe of -the time 
fpecified, would be equal tp the extinftion of 
a debt one hundred times as much ; or to the ex- 
tinction of five hundred and fixty millions; and 
that operation, as it evidently appeared from the 
fables made out for the information' of the houfe, 
would then leave an excefs of eighty, millions 
^bove the whole amount of the national dcbt^ as 

it 
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it exifted at the prefent moment. He had upon 
this important fubjedt nothing more to obferve; 
he therefore be^ed permiffion to propofe the ' 
following refoiutions : 

^^ Refolved, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the fum applicable, under the 
a6th and jid of the King, on the ift of February 
1802, to the extinftion of the national debt, 
together with 200,000/. per annum, would, 
without the annuities which will expire, extinguilh 
the whole in forty-fiv^ years, being a, fborter 
time than the two funds, if kept feparately upon 
their prefent ^ftabliftied footing would do, toge- 
ther with 200,000/. per annum, and pne per 
cent, upon the 97,000,000/. funded this felfion 
of parliament. 

*' Refolved, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the fum of 200,000 /. to be paid 
annually, under the 26 th of the King, to the com- 
miifioners for the extinftion of the national debt, 
from the 5th of April, 1803, he vefted in com- 
miffioners, to be governed by other regulations. 

" Refolved, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the funds under the /26th and 
and 3 2d of the King, fhould be confolidated, and " 
be continually laid out at compound intereft, till 
tht whole national debt is extinguifhed. 

l.> '' R?folved, 
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*' Refolved, That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that the annuities whidi (hall e:^pirej| 
fhall be applicable to the public fervice, in fuch 
manner as parliament (hall provide." 

The chairman did not read thefe refolutionsj 
but was immediately ordered to report prc^efs, 
and alk leave to fit again. — ^The report to be 
brought up to-morrow, 

Saturday, April 17. — The ga?:ette announces,^ 
that the dignity of a baron is conferred on Sir 
Edward Law, late - the attorney general, and now 
chief juftice in the court of King's Bench, His 
name, ftyle, and title, is baron EUenborough, of 
Ellenborough, in the county of Cumberland. 
This fucceflbr of lord Kenyon is a man of unv 
blemilhed chara6ter, great mental powers, and 
profound legal knowledge, 

Tuefday, April 20.— Le Clerc, the Frenqh 
general at St. Domingo, defcribes minutely a 
campaign of five days, in which the French 
troops encountered difficulties almoft infur-^ 
mountable. The Black troops difputed every 
ftep. In their retreat, they burned feven towns. 
Touffaiiit's cruelty excited horror and indigna- 
tion. " Language (fays the general) does not 
9 furnifh 
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furnilh an epithet for the ferocity of Touffaint. 
He has butchered more than 1 0,000 of the in-, 
habitants. Blacks, Whites, and Mulattoes, . Jn 
our different expeditions we coUeftcd nearly 
8,000 individuals, whom he had devoted to 
flaughter.'* ' ' ^ 

Wednefday, April 21. — Several perfons were 
introduced at the levee, and kiffed hands on ac- 
count of promotion. Among others, the hon, 
Spencer Percival, on his appointment to the 
office of attorney general. As a lawyer, Mr. 
Percival is refpefted at the bar; as a fenator, 
though he has feldom fpoken except on great 
occafions, which of courfe do not occur fre- 
quently, yet whenever he has delivered his 
fentiments, he hals had the fatisfaftion of experi- 
encing the attention, not of the houfe only, but 
of the public alfo, to his clear and forcible rea* 
foning. 

On the fame day, the chancellor of the ex-' 
chequer moved the committee for the bank 
reftriftion bill. He propofed the blank in that 
bill Ihould be filled up with '' the ift of March, 
1803." He wilhed gentlemen to underftand, 
that the bill before them did not originate in any 
fufpicion about the fufficiency either of the bank,. 

or 
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or the direftors, to refume the former pradice of 
paying in/pec/e; but it proceeded merely from 
grounds of political expediency. That the bank 
ftbod on a firm and folid foundation, he was per* 
feftly confident; and he was happy in being able 
to aflbre the 'committee, that on the part of the 
diredbors there was not the leaft reiudbance, but 
rather a readinefs to iflue fpede as formerly, 
fliould parliament think it proper and necei^ary. 
The only queftion for them now to confider was, 
what J)eriod they would fix for the duration of 
the bill. It appeared evident that it fhould con- 
tinue in force, until thofe caufes, which now 
rendered the exiftence of it neceffary, were likely 
to ceafe. Our export trade had for fome time 
back been almoft at a (land, and that produced 
the balance of exchange againft us. He doubted 
not however that the fame trade would, foon 
revive, and that in confequence of the peace, we 
(hould 'find new markets for our mant&fa6tvures. 
Yet it was to be taken into the account, that re- 
turns to thofe exports were not to be expedled, 
^t leaft fuch ret\:trns as would materially benefit 
our commerce, within a fhorter period than that 
of a year. To this therefore they (hould make 
iip their minds; becaufe fooner than this, it was 
not probable th^t the evil, which this bill was to 

COuntera<ft, 
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counteraft, it was not probable a difadvantageous 
exchange would be entirely removed. Prudence 
and policy- therefore pointed out the neceffity of 
the reflridtion propofed' for the time fpecified, in 
order to prevent the exportation . of bullion, a' 
fpecies of traffic, which however lucrative to in- 
dividuals, would neverthelefs be extremely in- 
jurious to the nation. He was aware, that fomc 
gentlemen were of opinion, this bill (hould be 
limited to five or fix weeks after the meeting of 
the next parhament; t)ut of that he difapproved, 
becaufe it was impoflible to afcertain the time at 
which that parliament might meet; it nxight 
perhaps be a time more early, than that in which 
it would be wife to allow the expiration of the 
bill. Bcfides, if parliament (hquld meet in 
November, it would then b.e competent to weigh 
the merits of this meafure, and confider how far 
the caufes, by which it was now juftified, had 
ceafed to operate. Indeed to . this enquiry it 
would be fully competent, whenever, it fhould 
meet ; on that ground therefore, no inconvenience 
could poffibly arife from agreeing to the period, 
which he propofed; much however might refult 
from adopting that, to which he had alluded a^ 
more proper in the conception of other gentle- 
men. 
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men. An hon. gentletnan (Mr. Tierney) had 
cxpi'efled a wi(h that a claufe fhould be intro- 
duced nnto this bill, authorizing the bank to 
refume its praftice of pJlying in fpecie, by degrees, 
according to the difcrction of the direaors. To 
that Mi-. Addington objefted. He was not will- 
ing to give them in that refpeft a, greater power, 
than what had been granted them by former bills; 
which was, that upon five days notice to the 
Weaker of the houfe of commons, they might 
pay any debt or demand in fpecie : fuch was the 
conftnidtion put upon the bill, by thofe who 
were enabled to carry it into efFed; and beyond 
that power he was not difpofed to go. Nor did 
he wifti to place the bank in an invidious point 
of view, as though ftoppage of payments in 
fpecie originated in its own reludtance or infufE- 
ciency; an effeft this, which would rcfult from 
the propofition made by the hon, gentleman: it 
was much more eligible that the power of this 
reftriftion fhould reft in the hands of parliament, 
which was the fitteft judge to decide on the 
grounds of that political expediency, which bri-r 
ginally produced, and now urged a continuance 
of the meafure. 

Mr, Deat maintained, that the credit c£ th^ 
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bank never ftood higher than at prefent. He 
faid there was now a profit of five per cent, on 
every guinea exported from this country; and 
that circumftance alone was fufficient to call for 
the continuance of the prefent bill. 

The committee agreed to Mr. Addington's 
motion. 

Thurfday, April 22.— The Paris papers an- 
nounce a very intcrcfting event. On Sunday 
the 1 8 th Buonaparte ifiued a proclamation for 
the re-eftabliftiment of religion. ** A fenfeleft 
policy (fays the proclamation) ftrove to ftifflc 
religious diffenfions, under the wrecks 6i[ altars, 
and the ruins of religion herfelf. At the voicfc 
of that policy, ceafed thofe pious folepinities, at 
which citizens called each other by the endearing 
name of brethren. The dying no longer heard 
that confoling voice which fummons Chriftians 
to a better life: and God himfelf feemed , exiled 
from nature. All the paffions were let loofe; 
morality was without fupport; mifery without 
hope in futurity. ^ To ftop that diforder, it was 
neceflary again to fix religion on her bafis; and 
this could not be done, but through meafures 
acknowledged by religion itfelf/' 

Early 
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Early on that Sunday, the c^nnOn were fired^ 
and the religious ordinance prt>claimed* The 
chief conful and all oiEcers, in -civil departments 
attended at Notre Dame. High mafs was per-, 
formed. In thofe parts of the fervice, where the 
congregation bow, the foldiers prefented arms. 
A fermon was preached by the ^bifhop of Paris^ 
the very perfon who preached before Louis XVI. 
at his coronation. 

'.That in all this' there is more of military xiit- 
play than the mild genius. of chriftianity re- 
quires or allows, we who are bleffed with the en- 
^ joyment of pure religion, cannot hefitate to ac- 
knowledge. Still however, if we recoiled: what 
for.feveral 3rcars paft has been, the public difre- 
gard of all religion in the French nation, to every 
man who loves chriftianity, who loves morals, 
who loves civilization, who loves focigl order, the 
very appearance of any thing like an attempt to 
reftore the fabbath and religious fervice, muft h& 
ari occafioh of more than ordinary fatisfadlion. 
ThG fuhjiance o( TQligion. muft be combined with 
fome forms of religion, if it means to produce 
any effect on the bulk of mankind ^ and thofe 
forms muft recur on ftated feafons not far diftant 
from each other,; if they are to operate forcibly 

on 
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on the paffibns. The appointment therefore of 
the labbath, that is of one day in every feveh, 
for religious folemnities, is wifely inftituted j be- 
caufe by frequent recurrence is kept alive in the 
mind, a due fenfe of what is meant by tho(c/arms. 
To lay nothing of that divine command, which 
enjoins the pbfervance of onQ day in feven, and 
which in its fubftantial part we ^e bound by 
moral obligation always to obey ; even humanly 
fpeaking, the inftitution of the fabbath is of all 
others moil falutary to fociety, where ftridt re- 
gard is paid to attendance on divine worfliip, and 
where the day is fpent for the moft part in facred 
reading, calm'refledion, fbber recreation, inter- 
miffion of ordinary amufements, communicating 
religious inftruAion to family and domeftics. 
Seen alfo in another point of view, the fabbath is , 
meant as a blefling to the community at large: ' 
it is intended that reft Ihould thereby be given 
to the laborious, one day in feven. . The French 
decade, which aimed at fuppreifing the fabbath, 
was founded in mercilefs cruelty; for it robbed 
the induftrious of that ceffation from labour on 
every feventh day, which the chriftian fabbatli, 
in its benevolence, enjoins maftcrs.to grant.: 
would we could add> and which in every chrif- 
tian 
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tiah country mafters actually do grant!" But, 
when we fee the fervahts of many families habi- 
tually \iox \t h the conftant habit, and not the 
occafional neceffity, which conftitutes the culpa-' 
bility) when we fee them "habitually engaged in 
the bufinefs of crowded vifits, not lefs on the 
fabbath, than on other days, we cannot fay in 
truth, that due confideration for the comfort, 
not to mention the religious improvement, of 
thofe fervants, is there paid by mafters. 

In his leftures, fo commendable for the mo- 
tives on which they were begun, and fo valuable 
for the information and inflrudtion with which 
they abound, bifhop Porteus has this remark : 

" This temporary fufpenfion of labour, this 
refrefhment and relief from incefTant toil, is moft 
gracioufly allowed even to the brute creation, by 
the great Goverilor of the univerfe, whofe mercy 
,extends over all his worki^. It is the boon of 
heaven itfelf It is a fmall drop of comfort 
thrown into their cup of miferyj and to wreft 
from them this only privilege, this fweeteft con- 
folation of their wretched exiffience, is a degree 
of inhumanity for which there wants a name." 
(Le6t« X. p. 257. voL i. ed. i8ca.) 

Monday, 
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Monday, April 26.— On this day was duly 
figned the following {proclamation : 

By the KING.-^A Proclamation. 
GEORGE R. 

Wherras a definitive treaty of peace and 
friendftiip between us^ the French republic, his 
Catholic Majefty, and the Batavian republicj^ 
was concluded at Anliens, on the 27th day of 
March laft, and the ratifications thereof have 
been duly exchanged: in conformity thereunto, 
we have thought fit hereby to command that the 
fame be publiflied throughout all our dominions. 
And we do declare to all our loving fubjeds our 
will and pleafure, that the faid treaty of peace 
and friendftiip be obferved inviolably as well by 
Tea as land, and in all places whatever; ftriftly 
charging and commanding all our loving fubjefts 
to take notice hereof,- and to conform themfelves 
thereunto accordingly. 

Given at our court at Windfor, ,the 26th day 
of April, X 802, in the forty-fccond year of our 
Tcign. 

GOD SAVE THE KING. 

M . There 
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There was figned alfo a proclamation, appoint- 
ing a general tbankfgiving to almights^ god 
for the blefling of renewed peace, to be folemnized 
on the FIRST pay of june. 

Monday, April 26- — Mr. Addington informed 
a large body of monied men from the city, that 
he propofed ifluing ninety thoufand lottery 
tickets, amounting in the whole to 900,000/. 
which fliould be drawn either at two or at three 
different periods, as fliould be mofl agreeable to 
the bidders* To obviate however, as much as 
poflible, the mifchiefs of infurance, only eight 
days fhould be allowed for each drawing, viz. 
two days in four fuccefiive weeks. The hours of 
drawing between fix in the morning, and eight 
at night* 

Tuefday, April 27.— The gazette ftated, that 
ratifications of the definitive treaty had been re- 
ceived from the Firfl Conful of the French 
republic; from his Catholic Majefty; and from 
the Batavian republic. 

This account was followed by a proclamatiprv, 

which having premifed that the definitive treaty 

had been fo ratified by the feveral powers^ 

" notified and declared a conclufion of the war." 

2 '■ Thurftiay^ 
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Thurfday, April 29. — ^Thc chancellor of the 
exchequer received feven fets of bidders for the 
lottery. He clofed with thofe who offered 
16/. 3 J. 4^. The profit to government is 
555,000 /• a profit great beyond example; it ex* 
ceeded former gains by at leaft 100,000/. 

At noon on this day was a grand proceffion of 
troops, and heralds ; of aldermen, with the lord 
mayor of London; and ufual attendants; fot 
the purpofe of proclaiming peace in high form 
and folemnity. The illuminations in the evening 
were general, and more brilliant than ever had 
been exhibited on any occafipn. # 

Friday, April 30. — ^The chancellor of the ex» 
chequer dated to the houfo^ the contrad he had 
made for the lottery. He then enlarged on what 
he had but intimated on the 26th inft. to the 
gentlemen from the city. He informed the com- 
mittee> it had been his obje<% not only to make 
a beneficial bargain for the public^ but alfo to 
adopt fuch plans and regulations, as held forth a 
£ur profped: of ioterpo&ng an effeftual check to 
tbe ouibhievous praftioe of low infurance. It 
was impoffible for any perfon not in poiTeffion of 
oflSiciai infonnatioQ» to conceive the great and 

M z ruinous 
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ruinous extent to which this nefarious pradice 
obtained* Were he to mention the fums of 
money expended, the number of clerks, and 
other perfons employed in going to public houfes, 
and other places of general refort, for the pur^ 
pofe of enticing and alluring people to embark 
in tKis ruinous fpeculation, he fliould prefent 
fuch a lamentable fcene of mifchief and mi{er)% 
as would totally do away all objedion, if any 
objection could exift, to the adopting of a plan 
which was calculated to prevent, and as far as 
poffible to annihilate, the continuance of infur- 
ance. It muft be obvious to every gentleman, 
that the inducement and temptation to infure 
were in exaft proportion to the length of time the 
lottery continued drawing. In proportion then 
as the p^od of drawing was ftiortened, the 
praftice of infuring would be diminiflied. He 
propofed therefore, there (hould be three feafons i 
for drawing the lotter)^, and that the term of each 
drawing (hould be limited to eight days. 

Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor ftated fome par- 
ticular inftances of the defperate means, by which 
the poorer orders would raife money, for the pur- 
pofe of infuring. 

Mr. Babington fpokc to the fame effeft as Mr. 

Addington*. 
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Addington. The committee agreed to Mr. 
Addington's motion. 

Monday, May 3.— ^Wlien government com* 
municated authentic information, that the preli- 
minaries of peace had been aftually figned, the 
intelligence came in a manner fo very unexpected, 
that it excited a tumult of univerfal joy. That 
a people, who hi^d long been bearing the pref- 
fures, and fuftaining the evils of a defenfive war, 
fiiould be tl^us tranfported at fuddenly hearing a 
circumftance, which, however much defired, was 
yet thought unattainable, is ati efFedt refulting 
naturally from fuccefs in a great objedt, when the 
event is abruptly imparted to us at a moment, 
ia whkh we had almofl &llen into defpair. 

From Oftober i, the day on which the preli- 
minaries were fettled, to March 27, the day on 
which the definitive treaty was Ggned, there 
elapfed an interval of nearly fix months. The 
public mind, during that period, had full leifure 
for examining the general outlines and the prin- 
cipal ftipulations of the preliminaries. Nor was 
the attention of refleding men in any degree 
(difproportionate to the magnitude of the fubjeft 

JA} th^ 
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they had to contemplate. They conceived how- 
ever, that in order to form an impartial judg- 
ment, they were bound to keep in view this very- 
material circumftance, viz. That the war was a 
war of confervation, not of aggrandifement; a. 
war forced upon us, not wantonly began on our 
part; a war defenfive, to fecure ourfelves, not 
ofFenfive, to injure others. With fteady regard 
to this ORIGINAL PRINCIPLE, they conceived 
the preliminaries had ftipulated fuch terms, as 
upon the whole correfponded with the pro- 
fessed OBJJECTS, for which at firft we had en- 
tered the conflict. For they faw, that according 
.to the conditions there fpecified, we maintained 
our conftitution unimpaired; our territories un* 
dimintfhed; our national honour untarniihed. 
They faw more. They faw, that we had gained 
two valuable iflands; were left in poiTeffion of an 
immenfe tra6t acquired in the Eaft Indies; had 
faved our allies in Portugal and Turkey, They 
perceived in all this, that we Jiad prrferved in* 
violable, what ought to be dear to us as our very 
exiftence, we had prefcrved our national faith. 
They recoUefted moreover that we clofed the war, 
jiot at a period of decline in conunerce, or of 
defeat in arms; but at a crifis, when our trade was 
ia tho height of profperity;. and our forces by lea 

and 
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and l?ind moft glorioufly fuccefsful. On duly 
weighing ^U thefe fads, they were fo fac from 
exprefling themfelves diffatisfied with the preli- 
minaries, that they an:^ioufly wiftied for the con- 
firmation of them. And it would be falfifyiiig 
the hiftory of the times, to diffemble that there 
exilled no fmali degree of public folicitude, lefl; 
the fubftance of the preliminaries fliould not 
ultimately be adopted in the definitive treaty; 
From this folicitude the moderate, which was by 
far the major part of the nation, was at length re* 
lieved, by a view of the treaty in its laft, finifhed, 
and complete ftate. For, however it might differ 
from the preliminaries in fome refpeds, particularly 
in thofc articles which related more imipediately to 
Fnuice, Spain, and Portugal; yet the fubftance of 
the preliminaries w^s found fo far preferved and 
fandibn^ by the -definitive treaty, that the rat 
tificatiojn of.tlie treaty occafioned and diffufed, 
not iixiecd th^t tumultuous joy, which refults 
frcxn furprize; but th^t calm, . fettled^ heart'felt 
latisfeiAion which fprings from confcious ap- 
prd>ation founded on refle^iion. It. ejccited ad- 
miration, that in a bufinefs where interefts fp 
various, fo complicated, fo opppfite, were to l?q 
r^rdedand adjufted, anarran^ment fo fimplified 
could be fuggefted ^nd fettled- And as to the 

M4 genen^l 
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general queftion of policy or impolicy in conclud- 
ing the war on the terms fpecified, though we do 
not pretend to affirni there was entire unanimity, 
yet without fear of contradiftion we may aflert, 
there was throughout the kingdom fcarcely any 
difference of opinion : for to reafoning and think- 
ing nien it was apparent, and by the generalitj' of 
candid and difpaffionate perfons it was allowed. 
That as the British empire, now left 
alone, had no object for which to 
contend with any prospect of success, 
the protracting of war would be but 
to waste treasure, to shed blood, and 
to exhaust strength, for no useful 
PURPOSE WHATEVER; an a6t this, of political 
imprudence, if not of moral wick^dnefs, when 
the war could be terminated on conditions of 
peace, fait, equitable, falutary, and honourable.- 

Such was the general perfuafion of the country 
at large. In parliament however there were fome 
individuals, and thofe, it muft be confefled, 
refpe&able in charader, virtuous in principle, and 
upright in their intentions, who, as they objcded 
in the firft inftanc^ to the preliminaries, fo now 
they objefted alfo to the definitive treaty; which, 
as it will foon be the fubjedt of debate, (h^l hert^' 
l>c inferted* 

PEFINITI^fS 
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DEFINITIVE TREATY of PEACE 

Between the French republic, his M^efly the 
King of Spain and the Indies, and the Bataviaa 
republic, on the one part; and his Majefty the 
King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, on the other part. 

The firft Conful of the French republic, in the 
name of the French people, and his Majefly the 
King of the united kingdom of Great Britaia 
:lnd Ireland, being equally animated with a delire 
to put an end to the calamities of war, have laid 
the foundation of peace, by the preliminary ar- 
ticles which were figned in London the 9tli 
Vendemiairc, an. 10. (ill of October, i8ox,) 

And as by the 15th article of the preliminaries 
it has been agreed on ^^ that plenipotentiaries 
Ihould be named on the part of each government, 
who fhould repair to Amiens, and there proceed 
to arrange a definitive treaty, in concert with the 
allies of the contracting powers,*' ' 

The firft Conful of the French republic, in the 
name of the French people, has .named as pleni-. 
potentiary the citizen Jofeph Buonaparte, couiw 
feUorof ftate:— ^ 

His Majefty the King of the united kingdom 
pf Great Britaia ^d Ireland h^s. named the 

marquis 



$yO • BRIEF MEMOIRS OF [i8o2- 

marquis Cornwallis, knight of the moft noble 
order of the garter, one of his Majefty's privy 
couhfel, general in his Majefty's army, &c. &c.— - 

His Majefty the King of Spain and the Indies, 
and the governnient of the Batavian republic, 
have appointed the following plenipotentiaries; 
to wit; his Catholic Majefty has named .Don 
Jofeph Nicolas d'Azara, his counfellor of ftate, 
grand crofs of the order of Charles III. ambaflador 
extraordinary of his Majefty to the French re- 
public, &c. &c. — 

And the government of the Eatavian republic 
has named Roger Jean Schimmelpenninck, its 
ambaflador extraordinary to the French republic, 
&c. / 

Which faid. plenipotentiaries having duly com- 
municated to each other their refpedtive powers, 
which are tranfcribed at the concluiion of the 
|>reient treaty, have ^eed upon the following 
articles; 

^ Article I.— There (hall * be peace, ftiendfliip, 
mi good underftanding, between the French 
republic, his Majefty the King of Spain, his heirs 
jmd fucceflbrs, and the Batavian republic, on the 
one fide; aqd his Majefty the King of the imifed 
langdom of Great Britain and Ireland, his heirs 
pjod fucceflbrs» on the oth^r ^act, 

Tlie 
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The contrading parties ihali ufe their utmoft 
efforts to preferve perfea harmony between their 
rcfpeftivc countries, without pcnnitting any aft 
of hoftility whatever by fea, or by land, for any 
caufe, or under any pretext. 

They (hall carefully avoid every tiling which 
might for the future difturb the happy union now 
re-eftabli(hed between them, and fhall not give 
any fuccour or' protedion, diredly or indiredly, 
to thofe who would wifh to injure any one of 
them. 

11. All the prifoners made on one fide and the 
other, as well by land as by fea, and the hoftages 
carried off or delivered up during the war and up 
to the prefent day, (hall be refttfred without 
ranfom, in fix weeks at the lateft, to be reckoned 
from the day when the ratifications of the prefent 
treaty are exchanged, and on payipg the debts 
which they (hall have contrafted during their 
captivity. Each of the contra£ting parties (hall 
lefpeftively difchaige the advances which fliall 
have been made by any of the contrafting parties 
for the fupport and maintenance of prifoners in 
the countries where they have been detained^ 
There fliall be appdint^ed by mutual cohfentfbr 
thispurpofe a cammillion, fpeeiaily empowerod 
to i^fcertain and determine, the compenfations 

which 
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which may be due to any one of the contrafting 
parties. The time and the place (hall likewife be 
fixed by mutual confent for the meetmg of the 
commiffioners, who fhaU be entrufted with the 
execution of this article, and who fhalltake into 
account, not only the expences incurred on ac- 
count of the prifoners of the refpeftive nations, 
but likewife on account of the foreign troops, 
who, before being taken, were in the pay and at 
the difpofal of one of the contracting parties, 

III. His Britannic Majefty reftores to the 
French republic and its allies, viz. his Catholic 
Majefty and the Batavian republic, all the poC- 
feffions and colonies which refpedively belonged 
to them, and which have been either occupied or 
^nquered by the Britifti forces during th^ courfe 
of the preftnt war, with the exception of the ifland 
of Trinidad, and of the Dutch poCeiSous in the 
ifland of Ceylon. 

IV. His Catholic Majefty cedes and guarantees 
in fiiU property and fovereignty the ifland of 
Trinidad to his Britannic Majefty, 

V. The Batavian republic cedes and guaran- 
tees in full property and fovereignty to his Bri-r 
tannic Majefty, all the pofleffions and eftablifti- 
mcats in the ifland of Ceylon, whigh previo\is to 

tlje 
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the war belonged to the republic of the United 
Provinces, or to the Dutch Eaft India company, 

VI. The port of the Cape of Good Hope rc- 
inains to the Batavian republic in full fove- 
reignty in the fame manned it did previous to the 
war. 

.The (hips of every kind belonging to the other 
contrading parties (hall be allowed to enter the 
feid port, and there to purchafe what pi*ovifions 
they may ftand in need of as heretofore, without 
being liable to pay any other impofts than fuch 
as the Batavian republic compels thelhips of its 
own nation to pay. 

VII. The territories and pofieffions of her Moft 
Faithful' Majefty are maintained in their integrity 
fuch as they were antecedent to the war. ' How- 
ever, the boundaries of French and Portuguefe 
Guiana are fixed by the river Arawari, which 
empties itfelf into the ocean abbve Cape North, 
near the iilands Nuovo and Penetentia!, about 
a degree and a third' of north latitude* Thefe 
boundaries (hall run along the river Arawari from 
its mouth the moft diftant from Cape North to 
its fource, and aftaivards on a right line, drawn 
from that fource, to the Rio*Bauto towards the 
weft. 

In 
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In conre'^ence, the northern bank of the. river 
Arawari> from its diftant mouth to its fource, and 
the territories that lie to the north of the line of 
the boundaries laid down as above^ (hall belong 
ia full fovereignty to the French republic. 

The fouthern bank of the faid river, from the 
iame tnouth, and all the territories to the fouth of 
the faid line, (hall belong to her Moft Faithful 
Majefty* 

The navigation of the river Arawari along the 
whole of its courfe> (hall be common to botli 
nations. 

The arrangements which have been agreed 
upon between the courts of Madrid and Lifbon, 
iefpe&ing the fettlement of their boundaries in 
Europe (hall n^verthelefs be adhered to, con- 
formably to the ftipulations of the treaty of 
Badajos. 

VliL The territories, poffeffions, and rights of 
the Sublime Porte» aj:e maintained ;n their mte* 
ffity^ as.they w^re before the war« 

IX. Thfce republic of tibit Seven Mands is re- 



X. Vat iflttds of Malta, Ga2o, flffid Cmnino^ 
IbaU be rcftorod to die order x)f St. Joba of Jera«> 
ialem> to be held on the fame conditions on wfaick 

it 
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it pofleffed them before the war, and uader.the 
following ftipulations : 

1. The knights of the order whofe languages 
[langue ; ,dafs, or tribe] (hall continue to fubfift, 
after the exchange of the ratification of the prefect 
treaty, are invited to return to Malta, as foori as 
the exchange fliall have taken place. They will 
there form a general chapter, and proceed to the 
eledion of a grand mafter, chofen from among 
the natives of the nations which preferve their 
language, unlefs that election has been already 
made fince the exchange of the preliminaries. 

It is underftood that an eleftion, made fub- . 
fequent to that epoch fhall alone be confidered 
valid, to the exclufion of any ether that may 
have taken place at any period prior to that 
epoch* 

2. The governments of the French republic 
and of Great Britain, defiring to place the order » 
and ifland of Malta in a date of entire inde- 
pendence with refpeft [to them, agree, that there 
ihall not be in future either a French or Engliflu 
language ; and that no individual belonging to 
either the one or other of thefe powers (hail be 
admitted into the order. 

, 3» There (hall be eftabliihed a Maltele language^ 
which (hall be fuppwted by the tcxritorial reve- 
nues 
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Hues and commerdal duties of the ifland. This 
language fliall have its peculiar dignities^ an 
eftabliftiment, and an hoteL Proofs of nobilitjr 
fliall not be neceflary for the admiflion of knights 
of this language ; and they fliall be moreover ad- 
miffible to all offices^ and fliall enjoy all privileges 
in the fame manner as the knights of the other 
bnguagesw At leafl: half of the municipal, admi- 
Btftrative, civil, judicial, and other employments 
depending on the government, fliall be filled 
by inhabitants of the illands of Malta, Gazo, 
and Camino. 

4. The forces of his Britannic Majefty fliall 
evacuate the ifland, and its dependencies, within 
three months from the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions, or fooner if poflible- At that epoch it fliall 
be given up to the order in its prefent fl:ate, 
provided the grand mafter, or commiffaries fully 
authorized according to the fliatutes of the order» 
fliall be in the ifland to take poflTeflion, and that 
^the force which is to be provided by his Sicilian 
niajefl:y, as is hereafter ftipulated, fliall have 
arrived there. 

5* One half of the.garrifbn, at leail, fliall be 
always compofed of nativ<^, Maltefe; for the re<> 
matnder the order may levy recruits in thofe 
countries only which continue to poflefs the. 

languages 
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langm^es (pofleder les langues). The Maltefe 
troops (hall have Maltefe officers. The conv- 
mander in chief of the garrifon) as well as the no- 
mination of the officers, (hall pertain to the grand 
mafter; and this right he cannot refign even 
temporarily, except in. favour of a knight, and 
in concurrence with the advice of the council of 
the order. 

6. The independence of the ifles of Malta, of 
Gazo, and Camino, as well as the prefent arrange- 
ment, flidl be placed under the proteftion and 
guarantee of France; Great Britain, Auftria, 
Spain, Ruffia, and Pruffia, 

7. The neutrality of the order and of the ifland 
of Malta, with its dependencies, is proclaimed. 

8. The ports of Malta fhall be open to the com- 
merce and the navigation of all nations, who fliall 

, there pay equal and moderate duties ; thefe duties 
ihall be applied to the cultivation of the Maltefe 
language, as fpecified in paragraph 3d, to that of 
the civil and military eftablilhments of the ifland, 
as well as to that of a general lazaretto^ open to 
all colours. 

9. The ftates of Barbary are excepted from the 
conditions of the preceding paragraghs, until, by 
means of an arrangement to be procured by the 
contrading parties^ the fyftem of hoftilities which 

N fubfifts 
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fubfills between the flates of Barbary and the 
ord(&r of St. Jdm^ rOr the powers pofiefliog the 
languages^ or concuning in the compofition of 
the order, fliall have ceafed. 

10. The order Ihall be governed^ both with 
itsl^eft ta fpirituals and temporals, by the fame 
ftatutes which were in force when the kn^ts left 
the ifle, as far as the prefent treaty fhall not dero- 
gate from them, 

1 1 . The regulations contained in the paragraphs 
3> 5> 7? 8, and 10, fhali be converted into Jaws 
and perpetiial ilatutes of the order, in the cuP 
tomary manner; and the grand mafler, or, if he 
Ihall not be in the iiland at the time of its reftora- 

^ tioa to the oixicr, his reprefentative, as well as his 
tuccefibrs, ihall be bound to take an oath for their 
punftual obfervance. 

12. His Sicilian Majefty fhall be invited to 
iurrlilJ. two tlioufand men, natives of his fUtes, 

to ferve in garrifon of the different fortreAcs of 
the faid iflands. That force fhall remain one 
year, . to bear date from the reflitution to tlie. 
knights; and if at the expiration of this terra the 
order ftiould not have raifed a force fuScieatj in 
the judgment of the guaranteeing powers, to gar- 
rifbn the ifland and its dependencies, fuch as is 
specified in the 5t& paiBgraph, the Neapolitan 

troops 
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troops Ihall continue there until they (hall be 
TCflsjoed by a force deemed fufficient by the fald 
powers* 

1 3. The different powers defignated in the fixth 
paragraph^ to wit^ France^ Great Britain, Auftria, 
Spain, Ruffia> and Pruffia, (hall be invited to 
accede to the prefent ftipulations* 

XL The French troops (hall evacuate the, 
kingdom of Naples and the Roman (latest the 
Englifh forces (hall alfo evacuate Porto Ferrajo, 
afid generally all the ports and iilands that they 
occupy m the Mediterranean or the Adriatic. 

XII. The evacuations, ceflions, and reftitutions 
ftipulated by the prefent treaty, (hall be executed 
in Europe withih a month ; on the continent and 
ieas of America and Africa, in three months; on 
the continent and feas of A(ia, in the fix months 
•which (hall follow the ratification of the prefent 
definitive treaty, except in cafe of a fpecial refer- 
vation. 

XIIL In air cafes of reftitution ^eed upon by 
the prefent treaty, the fortifications fhall be re- 
ftored in the condition they were at the time of 
figning the preliminaries; and all the works 
which (hall have been conftru<5ted (ince their oc- 
cupatibd, (hall renuin untouched., 

N 2 Jt 



l8o BRIEF MEMOIRS OF [l8oa. 

It is agreed befides, that in all the ftipulated 
cafes of ceflions, thfere fhall be allowed to the inha- 
bitants of whatever rank or nation they may be, a 
term of three years, reckoning from the notifica- 
tion of the prefent treaty, to difpofe of all their 
properties, whether acquired or poffeffed by them 
before or during the continuance of the prefent 
war; during which term of three years they fhall 
have free and entire liberty to exercife their re^- 
ligion, and to enjoy their fortunes. 

The fame power is granted in the countries 
that are hereby reftored^ to all peifons, whether 
inhabitants or not, who (hall have formed any 
eftabliftiment there during the times that thefe 
countries were in the pofleflion of Great Britain, 

As- to the inhabitants of the countries reftored 
or ceded, it is hereby agreed, that no perfon (hall, 
under any pretence, be profecuted, difturbed, or 
molefted, either in perfon or property, on account 
of his political condudt or opinion, or for his 
attachment to any of the contrafting parties,, or 
on any account whatever, except for debts con- 
tradted with individuals, or for ads fubfequent to 
the prefent treaty. 

XIV. All the.fequeftrations laid on either fide, 

on funds, revenues, and credits^ of what nature 

. . foever 
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foever th^y may be, belonging to any of the con- 
tracing powers, or to their citizens, or fubjedts, 
fliall be taken off immediately after the fignature 
ofthis definitive treaty. 

The decifion of all claims among the indivi- 
duals of the refpedtive nations for debts, pro* 
perty, efFefts or rights^ of any nature whatfoever, 
which fliould, according to received ufages, and 
the law of nations, be preferred at the epoch of the 
peace, fliall be referred to the competenty tribu-* 
nals: in all thofe cafes fpeedy and complete 
juftice fhall be done in the countries wherein thofe 
claims (hall be refpeftively preferred. 
• XV. The fiftieries on the coafts of Newfound- 
land> and of the adjacent iflands, and in the gulph 
of St. Laurence ^ are placed on the fame footing 
as they were before the war. 

The French fiftxermeh of Newfoundland and 
the inhabitants of the iflands of St. Pierre and 
Miquelon, flxaU have liberty to cut fuch woods as 
may be neceflary for them in the bays of Fortune 
and Defpair during the firft year, reckoning from 
the ratification of the prefent treaty, 

XVI. To prevent all grounds of complaint and 

difputes which might arife on account of captures 

which may have been made at fea fubfequent to 

the figning of the preliminaries, it is reciprocally 

1^ 3 agreed. 
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i^reed, that the (hips and property which may 
have been taken in the Channel, and m the North 
Seas, after a fpace of twelve days, reckoning from 
the exchange of the ratifications of the preliminary 
articles, (hall be reftored on the one fide and the 
other; that the term Ihall be one month for the 
(pace, from the Channel and the North S!ea as 
far as the Canary Iflands inclufively, as well in the 
ocean as in the Mediterranean ; two months from 
the Canary Iflands to the Equator; and finally 
five months in all other parts of the world, with- 
out any ftirther exception or diftihftion of time 
or place. 

XVIL The ambailadors, minifters, and other 
agents of the contradiiig powers (haU enjoy re* 
Ipeftively in the ftates of the faid powen the fame 
rank^ privileges, prerogative's, and immunities, 
which were enjoyed before the war by agents of 
the fame clafs, 

Xyill. The branches of the houfe of Naffab, 
which were eftablifhed in the cidevant republic 
of the United Provinces, now the Batavian re- 
public, having experienced fome lofles, as wdl 
with rcfpea to private property as bjrthe change 
of conftitution adopted in thofe countries, an 
equivalent compenfation ihall be procured for 

3 ^^ 
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the lofies which they (ball be proved to have 
fuffauned* 

XIX. The prefent definitive treaty of peace is 
declared common to the Sublime Ottoman Porte^ 
the ally of his Britannic M^efty ; and tlie Sublime , 
Porte (hail be invited to tranlmit its aft of accef- 
fion as foon as poifible* 

XX. It is agreed that the contrafting parties^ 
upon requifitions made by them refpeftively, or 
by thdr minifters or officers duly authorized for 
that purpo(e9 (hall be bound to deliver up to 
juftite perfons accufed of ihyrder, forgery, or 
finmdulent bankruptcy, committed within the 
jurifdi&ion of the requiring party, provided that 
this ihall only be done in cafes in which the evi- 
dence of the crime (hall be fueh, that the laws of 
the place in which the accufed perfon (hall be dif> 
covered, would have authorized the detaining and 
brining him to. trial, had the offence, been com- 
mitted there. The expences of the arreft and the 
profecution (hall be defrayed by the party making 
the requifition ; but this article has no fort of re- 
ference to crimes of murder, forgery, or frau^ 
dulent bankruptcy, committed before the con- 
clufion of this definitive treaty. 

XXL The contr^jfting parties promife toobferve, 
fincercly and faitbfuUyji all the articles contained 

N 4 in 
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in the prefent treaty ; and will not fuffer any fort 
of counteradtion, dired or indired;, to be made to 
it by their' citizens or refpeftive-fubjeftss and the 
contrading partie3 guarantee, generally and reci- 
procally, all the ftipulations of the prefent trea^ty. 

XXII.. The prefent treaty to be ratified by the 
cont rifting parties in thirty days, or fooner if pof» 
fible, and the ratifications (hall be exchanged in 
due form at Paris. 

In teftimony whereof, we, the underfigned ple- 
nipotentiaries, have figned with our hands, and in 
virtue of our refpeftive full powers, the prefent 
definitive treaty, caufing it to be fealed with our 
refpeftive feals, 

Done at Amiens, the 4th Germinal, in the 
year 10 (March 25, 1802.) 

(Signed) Bonaparte, 

Comwailis, 
Azaroy and 
Schimmelpenninck^, 
A correft copy, J. Bonaparte, 

Monday, May 3d. — As a prelude to a debate 
on the merits pf this treaty, Mr. Windham ob^ 
ferv-ed, that on the prefent occafion he (hould not 
^nter into a minute inveftigation and detail, but 
pply rpmark in general, that th^ fubje(^ might 

juftly 
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jiiftly be fubdivided intjo four diilindt heads. The 
firft referred to thof^ points, which though adlually 
exifting at the time of figning the preliipinaries, 
were notwithftanding unknown to the houfe. 
The fecond, to tranfaftions which had taken place 
fubfequent to the figning of the preliminaries^. 
The third, to points which might be confidered as 
a departure from the provifions of the prelimi-^ 
nary treaty. And the fourth, to points totally 
omitted, which formed a part of the preliminaries. 
After having expatiated on thefe and other points, 
he concluded with moving, ** that the houfe do, 
to-morrow fortnight, go into an enquiry on 
the definitive treaty of peace with France, Spain^ 
and the Batavian republic,'* 

Mr. Elliot feconded the motion. 

The chancellor of the exchequer rofe to reply. 
He thanked his right hon. friend (Mr. Wind^ 
ham) for the opportunity which, by his motion, 
would be afforded his Majefty's minifters, to ex*' 
plain every part of their condudt throughout the 
whole negotiation, and to ftate the grounds oil 
which they had advifed his Majefty to conclude , 
the definitive treaty now lying on the table. It 
was not, he profeffed, his intention to ^follow his 
right hop, firiend minutely, through the fouf 
h^^ under which he h^ clafled his obferva^ 

tions ; 
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tions: he would at prefent content bimfelf with 
making fome few general remarks on the points 
to which he had adverted ^ and what he now faid, 
was prinppally with a view to obviate the im- 
preffion, which fome of his right hon. friend's ar- 
guments mi^t have produced* Under the firft 
general head it had been obferved, that the iiland 
of . Elba had been ceded to France. But he 
would b^ leave to aik, whether it was a caufe 
of juft reproach to his Majefty's minifters, that 
this ceffion was made to the French government 
by the king of Etruria, a fovereign perfe^Iy 
competent to make fuch furrender of his own ter^ 
ntories : or did it impofe on them the neceffity 
of confidering this arrangement as a ground for 
renewing the war ? UnlefSv his right hon. friend 
w^s prepared to go this length, it was impofiible 
that blame fhould attach to his Majeily's rnini^ 
fbrs. With regard to the limits of French Gui* 
ana» on which fo much had 'been faid> the fa^t 
was, their coAdnes were to be regulattf5 by tJie 
treaty of Badajos, and thefe were the preciie li^. 
mits> which the Fortuguefe had exprefsly declar- 
ed they would think themfelves fortunate, if by 
the interference of England they (hould be able 
to obtain. Th^ Britifli government, meaning to 
mfiii on th^fe limits^ and fully aware that ad<ii* 

tional 
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tional ceflion$ would be required, to which Por-* 
tugal by her fituatton might be under the nef ef* 
fity of fubmitting, anticipated that neceflity^ 
even before the preliminaries could be known at 
Liibon ; and by an exprefs ilipulation, provided 
againft any other arrangement with refpe^ to the 
boundaries, than that which had been formed by 
the treaty of Badajos. In the eftablifhment of 
the French in J^ouifiana, his friend had feen 
mudi ground for alarm. Unqueftionably the 
ceffion of Louifiana to France, was a circum- 
ftance not to be feen without anxiety, in the view 
of its affording to the French new means of an«^ 
noying the American continent, if fuch a difpofi* 
tion exifted in France: but it wasnot fair to af* , 
fert, that France had no other means of annoy« 
ing America* than by pofleffing Louifiana, and 
that therefore this poffefiion had giveii France a 
power it entirely wanted before. Under the head 
of new matter, the eilabliihment of the Italian 
republic, and the failing of the expedition to 
St. Domingo, had furniflied a fubjeft for ani« 
madverfion* As to the firft of thefe events, he 
was ready to admit it was calculated to excite 
great foUcitude artd anxiety,^ when confidered as 
annexing a vaft accelBon of ftrength to France, 
and thereby affeding the independence of iEu^ 

rope. 



l88 BRIEF MEMOmS OF ' [l8o2. 

rope. But this folicitude and anxiety forced back 
his mind, to the confideration of the circum-' 
ftances under which the preliminaries had been 
fettled ; and this queftion recurred — " Whether 
this event, ftriking as it was, would have juftified 
minifters in breaking off the pending negotiations 
for the definitive treaty?'* It Was faid, that fuch 
4n incident at any former period would have 
roufed and animated the exertions of all Euro- 
pean nations; and he was willing to allow this 
affertion was confident with truth. But what 
was the fa&, at the time when the Italian re- 
public was thus eftablilhed ? why, before it could 
poflibly be known how the intelligence of fuch 
an event would be received in this country, or 
how it would affeft the pending negotiations,, the 
toeafure had received the fanftion of the princi- 
pal continental powers : a fad, which formed ano- 
ther ground of juftification for the condu6t of 
minifters, in not confidering the eftablifhment of 
the Italian republic a reafon for renewing the 
war. Great ftrefs had been laid on the failing 
of the French fleet to St. Domingo. But he 
thought he might fafely afk, whether, when the 
conneftion between the two intereils; between 
the tranquillity of our Weft India iflands, and 
the fubverfion of the government of'^^the black* 

in 
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b St. Domingo, was fairly and foberly confider- 
ed, the failing of that fleet could be regarded as 
a caufe for regret ? From the difficulties, which 
the French troops had encountered, might be form- 
ed an eftimate how greatly thefe difficulties 
would have been augmented, had any delay taken 
place in the failing of that expedition. 

Among the points in the definitive treaty, in 
which it was contended there had been admitted 
a departure from the. terms of the preliminaries, 
the article refpeding prifoners had been fpecified : 
but for his part, he was unable to fee in what, fo 
far as regarded this article, fuch departure con- 
fided. Much had been faid on our paying for 
the fupport of the Ruffian prifoners. When. 
however it was confidered, that thefe troops had 
been not merely in our pay, but wholly under 
our direction and controul, he faw no'ground for 
objefting to their being placed, when prifoners 
of war, on the fame footing as our own troops. 
The fituation in which Malta was left by the 
treaty, had excited animadverfion : but he might 
be allowed to ftate, that the Maltefe themfelves, 
who had the greateft intereft in the efFeftual fuk 
filment of tlie article to which he alluded, did 
not partake in the feelings of the right hon. gen^ 
tlemani but had received the arrangement form- 
ed 
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ed for their independence, with iktis&ftion and 
gratitude. The arrangement refpeding the Cape 
had been condemned. True it was, that article 
differed from the preliminaries, by including the 
Ihipsof Spain in the arrangement; arid by alter- 
ing the r^Alations about the defcription of (Hips 
to be admitted. It was, however, a matter of 
doubt, howfarthelaft change would be at all 
difadvantageous to the intcrefts of thi^ country; 
and he had the fatisfadtion of dating, that in the 
opinion of perfons beft qualified to form an 
accurate judgment on thefubjcA, it would not 
be attended with any of thofe inconveniences, 
which were fo much apprehended. To the non- 
renewal of former exifting treaties, he called the 
ferious attention of the houfe. He was aware 
an opinion was prevalent, and was even circtdat- 
cd with great induftry, that on this pomt his 
JMlajefty's minifters had expofed thcmfelves ta 
cenfure, by overlooking fo very important an ar- 
rangement as the renewal of exifting treaties. 
That fuch arrangement had been overlooked, he 
muft unequivocally deny ; and muft beg leave to 
afliire the houfe, that it was not til^ aAer the 
moft mature deliberation that his Majefty's mi- 
iiiftershad, under the prefent circumftances of 
this country and of Europe, made iio propofition 

refpefting 
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itipe&ing the renewal of thefe treaties* Equally 
blCt as the other opinion was the ailertion, that 
apnipofition had adually been made for the re- 
oewjd, and had been reje&ed by the French go- 
vernment. No proportion of this fort, he could 
aflixre the houfe, had been made by either of the 
contra£ting parties. 4rlc would not now go at 
laige into this part of the fubgcft'; but he felt per- 
fed confidence in believing, that when it was 
^rly and fully confidered, the conduiS: of his Ma- 
jefty's minifters would be completely juftified. 
The arrangement for the indemnification of tho 
illuftrious houie of Orange, had been condemned 
as iUufbry; and the mode, in which it was defig- 
nated in, the treaty, had been a topic of cenfure. 
He was willing to confefs, that the ftipulation for 
this indemnification was not fo binding in tht^fpeci- 
jic manner it was to be made, as could he wilhed; 
but he muft be allowed to contend that the fti- 
pflation for ample indemnity was as expiicitiy 
ftated as language could convey. Though it was' 
impoffible for him not to lament that the provifion 
for pur allies was not more extenfive, yet he had (a- 
tisfkiSion in ftating, that as liis Majefty's minifters 
h$id omitted no exertions in their behali^ fo thofe ' 
exertions had been gratefiiUy acknowledged* With 
re(pe<5): to the general queftion now before the 
houfe^ it was one of the higheft importance : it 

was 
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was one on which the feelings of the public were 
moft deeply interefted ; it was one^ on which it was 
infinitely defirable that fufpenfeihould> prevail for 
as (hort a period as poffible. He (hould conclude 
therefore by moving, "That inftead of to-morrow 
fortfdght^ the words to-moxxow fe^ might be intro- 
duced." 

After fome objedlions made by Mr. T. Gren- 
ville, and Mr. Windham, both of whom dwelt 
chiefly on the non-renewal of treaties, Mr. Pitt 
fupported Mr. Addington's motion, • which was 
carried without a divifion. 

Mr. Addington's reply, in this day^s debate, 
is replete with fterling good fenfe, found judg- 
ment, and open fairnefs; and fo comprphenfive, 
that it contains the sum and substance, not in- 
deed of all that can be faid in anfwer to objec- 
tions, but of all that ne]ed be faid o^ the fub- 
je6t, for the purpofe of convincing perfons, who 
will meet all circumftances precifely as they afe. 

Tuefday, May 4. — Lord Grenville propofed in 
the houfe of lords, " that the houfe do take into 
their confideration on Friday fe*nnight the treaty 
of peace concluded at Amiens.". 

Lord Pelham propofed, " that inftead of Fri- 
day fe'nnight, the treaty be taken into confider- 
ation on Wednefday the 12th." 

An order was made accordingly. 

The 



The fcctetaiy of war having moved for leave to 
bring la a bill, enabling his M^efly to continue 
the fervices of certain volunteer corps, the chan« 
cellor of the Exchequer faid, that the beft'way 
to fecure a permanent peace, was to put our- 
felves in fuch a pofture> as would deter an enemy 
attempting to difturb our fecurity, on a fup- 
pofition of our weaknefs* Upon that ground, . 
he faw the propriety of acceding to the motion.- 
He knew of no force to which this country ought 
to refort with fo much pleafure and confidence, 
as the volunteer corps; becaufe it was a force 
which <:ould eKift/ only in a free country. It af- 
forded a pledge of that reliance, which govern- 
ment placed in the loyalty and attachment of the 
people ; and it was a ted of the opinion the pea* 
pie entertained refpefting the fyftem and princi- 
ples of their government. 

Thurfday, May 13. — ^i;'he definitive tfeaty was 
takeui into coniideration this day, by both 
houfes*, 

In the houfe of lords, the principal objections . 
were dated moft at length by lord Grenville^ 
who moved an addrefs, which implied cenfure 
on the treaty. Lord Pelham replied, and moved 
an addrefs o( approbation* 

JLord EUenborough^ the lord chief juftice, Con- 
gratulated his king and his country on the an^ 

O nihilation 
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niiiilation of dll tljat ufelefs trafli, which was 
contained in fourteen or fifteen treaties; and 
which if they had been irenewed, would have mi- 
litated agaihft every rule of reafon and common 
fenfer As to the revival of treaties, hoble lords 
might as well talk of reviving the condition of 
mankihd in foriie very remote period. The 
revival of the treaties, for which fome- had 
called, would have been more advantageous to 
Buonaparte than to this country ; therefore th6 
hoh-rehewal coujd not be irhpiited'as a crime 
N againft niinifters. 

With regard to Portugal, he confidei'ed the con- 
diitS of this country towards her as generous in 
Iheextrenie; for the nation had difpkyed its in- 
tegrity towards her, by ftipulating for het rights 
and privileges. 

The lord chancellor fpoke for' three hours^ In 
the courfe of his fpeech he faid, he did not mean 
to feprefent this peace as a glorious peace; but 
he did contend that on the whole it was a peace 
concluded for the benefit of this country. He 
adverted to the objeftions^which had been urged 
againft the terms of the definitive treaty,' riiany 
'bf which objedions he thought were fo infighifi- 
cant as fcarcely to deferve notice. 

Lord Grehville*^s original motion was put> and 
negatived without a divilion. JLord Pelham's was 

carried^ 



tafrifcd, only fifteen being againft it. The houfi 
(ildjoumed at half p^fl: feven iii the morning. ' 

In th« bouie of commons^ Mr, Windharit 
fp6k4! at length againft th^ treaty, in cenfure of 
which be inoved an addrefs^ which lord Folkftond 
feconded> 

In reply, lord Hawkelbuiy faid) he viewed th^ 
negotiation in quite a different light 'from' that 
in which it waa feen by Jxis right hoh. friend^ 
He wa^ of opinion, that although fome commer^ 
tial queftions were not finally arranged, j^et' it waft 
better to leave thofe quellions foJf future idjuft-i 
m^tit, than Jongerto defer the negotiation foi? 
peacev He ma^intained, that under sill the cir^ 
cuttifltoces of the country, peace Was defifabkj 
and that- his Majefty*s minift^rs would have been 
cxttemely culpable if they had declined it» Hd 
begged kive to ftate the circumflan^es, in which 
this country was involved at the time the he* 
gotiation was begun. We were then left almofl 
alone to contend with France. Auftria^had been 
<G^]b1iged to comply with terms of pestcediftated 
by the enemy. The Germait ehipire was it th* 
merty of France*' We ourfelve$ were deferted by 
fs\xt allies, two ohly excepted^ and neither Qftbem 
capable of affordii^ us any efFeftive aid; Napldi 
tod Portuigal, We law ourfelves, inflead of be^ 

o a ' . injf 
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ing at the bead of a formidable confe4eracy, 
now menaced by a league of our old allies, under, 
the influence and diredkion of Fr^ce. , Such 
was our fituation : and in this dilemma^ peace was 
thought defirable in the opinion of all peribns, 
of ALL parties with very few exceptions. Minify 
ters accordingly entered into negotiation: but 
they began it under profpefts evidently very un- 
favourable, in the degraded ftate of Europe after 
the important event of the treaty of Luneville; 
and at a time when our (hips welre (hut out 
almoft from evejry port in Europe. Notwith- 
ftandir^ thefe difadvantageous appearances, mi- 
nifters were determined to fuftain the honour 

. and importance of this country; and in their 
propofal to negotiate, they laid down three prin- 
ciples, as the rules on which they meant to pro- 
ceed :'firft, the cohiplete integrity of the ^-itifh 
empire J fecond, fidelity to our allies;, and third, 
to obtain compenfations out of the conquefts we 
had made^ as a counterpoife to the acquifitions of 

; France on the continent. In thefe objefts it was 
their firm purpofe to perfift; and the probability 
of their fuccefs in attaining them was confider- 
ably heightened by fome events which gave a 
propitious turn to our affairs at that time; fuch 

r were the vidory on the fecond of April in the 

Baltic, 
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Saltic, and the gallant behaviour of our army 
in Egypt, particularly otx the 19th of March; 
circumftanccs, which not a little contributed to 
create in the French government a difpofition for 
peace. At all events, minifters meant to feek 
compeniation in the Eail and Weil Indies, as 
that &emed the moil delirable principle; and 
they have accordingly annexed to our dominions 
two of the greateft naval ilations in thofe quarters 
X)ftheglobe^ 

In a fpeech of great length,enlaigcd kno'wledge, 
and fatisfaAory explanation, lord Hawkefbury 
proceeded * to review the conduA of minifters 
pending the negotiation, and to defend, againft 
the objeftions of Mr. Windham and other mem- 
bers, thofe feveral articles in the definitive treaty, 
which had incurred the higheft degree of their 
cenfure. Of all incidents, which happened pend- 
ing the negotiation, the mpft material, becaufe of 
^1 others the mpft alarming . to Europe, was 
the eftablifliment of the Italian republic, *^ But 
(fays his lordfliip) had we been difpofed to refift 
the acceffion of Buonaparte to the prelidericy of 
the Cifalpinc republic, how could we have ac- 
compliflied any thing without the aid of the con- 
tinental powers ? And how did the cafe ftand ? 
Buonaparte's newly acquired power was fcarcely 
03 , announced^ 



fnnQUGced, when tb^ cabiaet of Berlm congrar 
fqlated him; that of Vienna acqui^fcedj. and 
Ruflla (hewed m fytuptom of diShtM^ioiu 
Would it tbeahaye been co«fider^ wife and 
prudcrnt in us alone to mn^wtbe waj-j^ qu aqcouat 
©f this event?** 

The ceffioft crf.Louifiam to France w^ another 

event, which had occurred fince the preliaunarjr 

tn^aty , and which therefore ihould in the opiBJofi of 

fome gentlemen have^ influenced miniftersto rcfifl>* 

.;8,ncc. ^^, I do not nii&an{facy3lord HawJtcftmry) to 

^onfider this as an indifferent objeft: but it fiioulid 

be reccdje(9jed, that Louifiana is an old Ffpech 

Jfettiement; and that during the nqgptiatioo of 

4he pe.ace in 1763, a peace generally thou^t the 

moft triumphant ever naade by'^this country, thi3, 

Settlement was privately transferred by France to 

-Spain; a tranfaftion much moregrofe, than that 

'of which there was now complaint, becai^ 

.Louifiana was referred to exprefsly inthetrenty 

of - 1 763.. As to the political advantages^ whkh 

France can derive from thi$ pofleiJion, I doubt 

whether they can be of much confequence^ I aitv 

-confident however they arc not of fuch ccmfe-- 

quence as to have juftified miaifters in rejeAing 

peace. Much has been faid o£ the influence 

i»hich this pofleffion threatem to give Fraacc over 

6 ' ^tb^ 
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the Unit/ed States of America. Tp this I reply^ 
It has been thp policy of America, fmce the time 
of its reparation from England, to keep an equal 
balance between France and us.. Such was the 
fyftem of general Wafliington; -and fuch is thfr 
fyftein of the ableft ftatefmen in America at the 
prefentdjiy. The probability therefore, is, that 
the poffejpon of J-.ouifiana now rendering France 
the natural rival of America, every maxini of 
found policy will incline her to cultivate a more 
intimate connedion with this country.*' 

On the non-renewal of treaties; Newfound- 
land; the Cape of Good Hope; Portugal j and 
Malta, he enlarged in vindication of the definitive 
treaty. Particularly oi^i the latter he obferv^d : 
** Gentlemen have dwelt much upon IVIalta. As 
to that I (hall fay, whether the arrangement be 
or he vDt as good as could have been conceived, 
it is as good as circumftances wou^d permit. J^ 
pawer to guarantee it, with a view to preferve it 
from the dominion of France, was chofen. • The 
offer was firft made to Ruffia ; but fuch is the 
change of politics in courts, that Ruffia re-* 
fufed to guarantee : it was therefore put under 
the protedion of Naples, a country, which from 
the contiguity of Sicily, has the deepeft intereft 
to take care, that Malta Ihall not fall into tiae 

o 4 hands 



lOO BRISF MEMOIRS OP [l8oa« 

hands of 'France. Nor is this all. We have 
moreover the guarantee of Auftria and the prin- 
cipal powers of Europe, for the independence of 
that ifland/* 

"Upon the whole, on thegener^qucftionof the 
pelace, his lordfhip was decidedly of opinion, that 
we never ftood, at the conclufion of any treaty of 
peace, in fo good a relative fituation to France, as 
at prefcnt. He maintained, that no profpedt of 
farther acquifitions (hould induce us to profecutc 
hoftilities. We were fatigued with the conteft. 
By^ which he did not mean to fay, we fhould 
flirink from it ^ if indifpenfably neceffary : far 
otherwife ; for we felt that our refources were per^t 
feftly adequate to any occafion s but it was wifer 
tofofter tbofe refources; to promote our navigation 
and trade 5 and hold ourfelves always in readinefs 
to fupport the importance, dignity, and interefts 
of the empire. As it is wife to oeconomize'thc 
refourcesi fo it will be wife to oeconomize the 
iTpirit of Great Britain, and to conclude a peace of 
fuch defcription as had been concluded. The in- 
terefts of the country were entire, and its honour 
was preferved." , 

Lord Hawkelbury ended his fpeech of four 
hours, with moving an addrefs, which expreffc4 
upprobation of the treaty, v , 

Mr. Pole 
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Mr. Pole fecondcd Lord Hawkelbury. Mr. T. 
Grenville replied to Lord Hawkefbury. Mr. 
Dundas to Mr. Grenville. At three in the 
morning, on the motion of general Gafcoignci 
and with the perfeft approbation of the minifter, 
who wifhed all gentlemen (hould have full oppor- 
tunity of delivering their fentiments on fo weighty 
a concern, the houfe adjourned, 

Friday, May 14.: — ^The debate was refumed. 
Sir W. Young fupported the original addrefe,' 
moved on Thurfday by Mr, Windham. 

Lord Caftlereagh, . in a very long reply, in- 
troduced this paflage. " If I were now to inquirt 
on what principle we (hould aft, in order to re- 
eftablifh our influence on the continent, I Ihould 
not hefitate to fay, that we ought to adt on 
the principle of giving to France the means 
of acquiring maritime refources, and colonial 
advantages. There is not in the adoption of 
this principle fo much to be feared, as fomc 
perfons may be inclined to think: for if minutely 
jnveftigated, it will be found to contain in it 
nothing contrary to the real and beft interefts of 
the country. ' From the moment France is en- 
abled to acquire colonial and maritime refources, 
(he has more than ever to dread the occur* 
lence of hoftiiities : Ibe has from* that mpment ' 

' more 
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more juft and fcrious caufes to fear w^r." This 
affertipn was proved by f comparifon of exports 
and imports in England aad France, the refult of 
which, was to fliew th^t France miift avoid w^r if 
Oxe would recover her trade, and trade alone could 
reflore he refources. As to our own condition, 
we ftopd in a fituation of great feciyity. We 
had ftrength and refources, which would en^le 
us to continue the ftruggle, if fuch was n^cef- 
iary. - 

General Maitlarid defended the treaty; de- 
claring, that the mjo^e he confidered' the fubje<9c 
tfcen before the houfe, and the niore ^e viewed 
the cojidudt of his Majefty's minifters in making 
peace, the more j5rmly was he perfuaded that it 
was a peace as good, as honourable, and as hkely 
to be permanent, as any, which, under the prefent 
circumftances of Europe, could be obtained for 
this country. ^ 

When lord Temple had fpoken in reply to the 
ailments ufed by lord Hawkefbury on the pre- 
ceding, and by lord Caftlereagh on the prefent 
evening; the mafter of the rolls (Gr William 
Grant) obferved, that with refpeft to the acqui- . 
iitions of France, neither peace, nor any war, 
wliich it was in the power of this country to 
make, could wreft them from Jaer. But it had 

•* been 
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been fiiid, there was jio neceffity/ for peaxre. 
To that he would reply, " that whenever the 
nation ceafed to have any rational profpefts of 
bettering her condition by carrying on war, Ihe 
was then under the moral neceffity of potting an 
end to it; even if flie (hould be ^ble in every 
refpcft to go on 'with it." He faid it was in-^ 
cumb^nt on thofe, who were for continuing the 
.war, to point out the exiftence^ of thofe means, 
that wcce likely to eflfed the defired puipofe. As 
long as we had the afliftance and cooperatibn of 
i^J^ on the continent, fo long was there a 
.i:atioBal chance that- things would be placed in a 
better fituatipn; that the obje&s of the war 
woiald he attained ; and, in fliort, that the balance 
of Eucope would .be regulated and preferved. It 
was guilder theie circumftances, that the overtures 
fnade by Bounaparte had been rejefted. Tljiey 
wej^ sgededy becaufe at the time they were 
offered, there was rational ground to hope ^ that 
Europe would be placed in a better fituation 
by perfovering in war, than by making peace. 
But it was found that we were ^no more able to 
recover Belgium from France, than to prevent the 
firfl: coniul from placing himfelf at the head of 
the new Italian republic, or making himfelf 
paafter jof J^ouifiana, If therfcfore, by continuing 

the 
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the war, we were not able to recover Belgium^ 
would it not be abfurd to renew the war for the 
purpofe , of preventing great part of Italy from 
being annexed to France? one would have been' 
as impraxSkicable as the other. The fame pbfer- 
vations applied ft ill more forcibly to the ifle of 
Elba. That place had freely been given up. by 
Tufcany, who had a right to do fo ; why then 
fliould we infift that it fliould not be given up^ 
and go to war if our defire wa$ not complied 
with ? 

Having intimated, that to any treaty of peace 
a volume of objedions might be made; and 
having recounted and refuted the principle cavils 
at the terms of the prefent,, he expreffed his co»- 
fidence that the peace now made would be found 
to anfwer the beft purpofes of pacification ; and 
to put the country in fueh a ftate, that if any 
power ftioiild prefume to difturb our tranquillity, 
iavade our privileges, injure our interefts, or 
offend our character, we might be enabled to call 
. forth every hand and heart in the country fpr their 
defence, with invigorated refources, and aug- 
mented energy. 

Dr. Lawrence having expreffed diffatisfadion, 
Mr. Bond faid, in point of juftice^ minifters 
could then only be culpabletfor having concluded 

a peace 
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a peace on the terms sit was concluded, if better 
could be obtained : but he had not heard even 
the aflertion of a faft, or the fliadow of an avgu- 
ment, to induce a belief that better terms we]ce 
attainable. If not; how criminal would minifteni 
have been in continuing the war ! 

The chancellor of the Exchequer allowed that 
the definitive treaty differed in five points from 
the preliminary articles, viz. Newfoundland > the 
prifoners; Portugal; Malta; and the Cape: but 
from the two latter alone, all the danger, if any, 
could arife. Having explained the circumf(anc€;3» 
which belonged to the treaty of JBladajos, he faid 
he was fatisfied that the meafures adopted with 
refpeA to the peace, were on the whole advifable : 
that he had never given it falfe colours: that he 
had always been of opinion there was no fafety 
or ftrength for a minifter without honour. Had 
the negotiation failed, it would have been his 
iirll wifti to have laid before the houfe every cir* 
cumilance conneded with it ; and he muft have 
iiad unworthy views, if he, or any of his Majefty's 
minifters, had in the courfe of their proceedings 
done any thing to tarnilh the honour of the 
country* After having taken .a retrofpeftive 
view of the fituation in which the continent of 
Europe was placed, ^nd of our own rcfources, he 

(aid. 
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faid, he prayed earneftly that peace might con- 
tinue; and that France might aft to^rards us 
with wifdoni and moderation^ adding, that if w& 
CBGonomized our refources we fbotild evef be? 
ready to defend our rights and privileges, if the* 
encroaching power of Franec (hould be made 
martifeffc towards us. ** The fentiments of mi- 
nifters^ I can take upon me to fay, are founded 
upon the "rtloft fincere wifli to preferve.,lho 
bleffings of peace 5 and they will, with due pre- 
caution and conciliatory policy, endeavour to 
preferre it. Indeed I flatter myfelf, that in tzU 
tulating its probable duration, we may aflign it 
as longan exiftence as any peace concluded in the 
laft century. If there be any difpofif ion in the 
enemy to mifufe their power, if there be any dif- 
pofition> which I do not admit to have been 
Ihewn, to encroach up6n our fights, the bell 
fecurity for repofe is to prefent no point of weak- 
nefs to any aftive rival. By maintaining con- 
fidence at home, and a fyftem of prudence 
anc^ caution abfoad, I fee no reafon to fuppofe 
that our tranquillity will be (haken. I fee nothing 
in the fituation of Europe or of Francfe that 
fhouW fill us with premature apprehenfions.** 
. Mr. Sheridan; after a . fpdech of wit and irony, 
iviach excited ctocb laughter iq the hoiiiie,. 

moved 
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moVed ah amendment. The boufe calledfor the 
queftion. 

tot leaving out the words of Mr. Windham^s 
iuldreCs^ — ^Ayes 276; Noes 26. — Majority 256, 

The qufeftion was then put upon Mr, Sherldan^s 
amendment, which was negatived. 

JLord Hawkelbury's amendment was then put, 
and carried in the affirmative. 
-It was in woirds to this efFeft: 
'** That a humble addrefs )be prefented to his^ 
** Majefty, to return his Majefty the thanks of 
" the houfe for having been gracioufly pleafed to 
•^ communicate to them the definitive treaty 
*' of peaces to reprefent to his Majefty, that we 
'* have already declared our full, approbation of 
" the preliminary articles of peace, which, by his 
" Majefty's command, were laid before thislioufe ; 
*^ and we are fatisfied that his Majefty has, on the 
^ whole, wifely confulted the interefts of hi'S 
•* pedple in having concluded a definitive treaty, 
** founded t)n the bafis of thefe prelirtiinaries. ^ 
*' That although we deeply lartlent the Calamitous 
** events which have taken place on the continent 
**' of Eutope in the courfe of the wat, we cannot 
** but refleft with the utmoft fatisfaftion, that 
** the wild and deftraftive defigns with which 
^* this country was threatened at ifs commence- 
*^ m^nt, haVe been effaAually fniftrated ; that Jiis. 

"Majefty's 
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" Majefty's dominions have not only been pre* 
** ferved entire, but valuable and important ac-» 
**quifiti6ns have befcn annexed to theni^ that 
" our compiercial and maritime fuperiority hav« 
^* been maintained and improved, and, that we 
** continue in the confirmed poffeffion of thofe 
** means of exertion which the experience of 
♦*^ the late conteft has proved more than evbr 
" to be equal, even amidft the new and unex- 
■** ampled difficulties of other nations of Europe, 
•^ to maintain the independence, and affert th© 
" fijonour of this country* That impreffed with 
*' thefe fentiments, we are on our parts ear* 
" neflly folicitous to cultivate and improve the 
** bleffings of peace, and to concur in fuch 
^•tneafures as his Majefty in his wifdom (hall 
•* judge to be befl calculated to prevent occafions 
^' of mifunderflanding with Foreign powers. , That 
** we rely on his Majefly's known difpofition to 
** adhere with the mod fcrupulous fidelity to his 
*^ engagements; but that we entertain at the fame 
"time a perfect confidence that his Majefty will 
*' not fail to employ that vigilance and attention 
" which the prefent fituation of Europe demands j 
" and above all, that his Majefty will unifonhly 
" determine and prepare to defend againft every 
^ encroachment, the great fources of the wealthy 
^ commerce^ and ijaval power of the empire. 

**That 
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^ That we are fully perTuaded his Majefty's faith^ 
*' fii fubjefts will at all times be ready to fupport 
'^ the honour of his Majefty's crown^ and the 
'^ ri^ts^ laws, and liberties of their country^ with 
^ the iam^ zeaU energy^ and fortitude which they 
^ have invariably mantfefted during the wari now 
^ happily brought to a conclufion/* 

His addled was ordered to be prefented to his 
Majefly^ The hdufe adjourned at lialf paft four 
in the momii^. 

This decifion of parliachent ih favotir of the 
definitiretreaty^ was received with univerfal latis^ 
fadion by the country; To the minifter it was 
with reaibn thought highly honourable^ that the 
concurrent voice both of" the parliament and of the 
united kii^oms Ihould fandtion his treaty 3 par^ 
ticularly when on a retro{pe& of pad; years it was 
recoUeded, that the peace in 1762^ though apf 
proved by parliament, was condemned by tbcf 
peoples and the peace in 1783^ though popular 
in the oation ^ was condemned by parliament. 

And jqiQW^ when the queftion is for ever deter* 
mined, an^ confiderations^of party can liave no 
av^il^ let us ^rly and freely a&^ 

Firfl, in A general Way : 
Thou^ the war in its corxlthehcefherit i^h tin^ 
avoidable; and though for many years thi termi^ 

P nation 



ndtion of it was hot only ine:fcpedient, but ilti-^ 
|)fadicable; yet did it theiido follow, that how- 
feVfer tht pdlitics oF France might vary> a cfaangfc 
bi tM^fatts in Britain ^f^9s K£V£e to fucceedf 
Did it thignce follow, that another fyftem^ aiifing 
fit^m a dew ecmibihation of continental h&s, 
from a new poftuit of afioirs in other countries, 
^nd fixM a new rislatiola of feveral fote^n king* 
domis with ftf^^ to themftlves, and with refpeA 
to us, could NEVER be adopted at home with- 
iD^t f^vblVkig the padiament and the nation in 
this tharge of incoiiiiftency ? Confidattte indivi- 
'd\!ials, in the co^moh occuirences cf life, T:if\]ally 
form ilkw opimotk% and determine thar Kne of 
coii^ud) acceotding to the nature of the cafe be- 
fore them, when that cafe, in itfelf, conneftiom, 
*nd dependencies, appears to be fo far fettled, 
«$ at ieaft to afford ground on which with rea- 
feh to expeft it will remain for fome duration, 
the fame, undifturbed, and unaltered: Bodies 
politic fliould aft in a fimilar manner.. And 
where, after due obfervation and matuiv: we^h- 
ingof aUdrcurafkuce^ experience and forefigbt 
will juftify prefuB^tion of fome Jftability^ thctt 
adaptation of counfels and of .proceedings to an 
order of things appaiently far from being fluftu- 
ating, fo little deferves cenfure as«i inftaflcte of 
4 light 



Ijgl^t mutahUky, iHt it rather merits pomrmn- 
datiqn fv^ a mark of wii<io|B. 

Secondly? fJot diftmfting the pacific dipcla- 
U\lt\qm of France, h^ ript the nation chafed to 
sipprelfend 4ai^r ipternal or external, occafioned 
by the means of that country^ to our libcrtifis civil 
and religiQu^? Yet the defence; of thefe invaluable 
b}e0iitp wfts among the.ehlef of.d^treai caufes, 
wl^i^h ioduped u^ originally to 'imckctake the 
w^r. In proportion 'as'-the fecuytj/^vtof them is 
iflcr^afed, the continuance of nam ftecon^s leis 
neceffary, and of couffe lefsjuft. '> ! 

Thirdly: But even fuppofing tfaene do exift 
&m^ grouads for fufpicion; yet Vfhen all our 
FOW^ltFiTL allies have given up the conteft, and 
Pranpc has profeffed an inclination to defift fr<Mn 
hoftilities againft Great Britain, was it not ad» 
yifable 5 or rather, was^ it not iqcumbent on the 
goyernment of thi$ country, at leaft, to make 
tfcp^nmpnt of the fincerity avowed by our ene-. 
ffiies ? 

Fourthly: WJiat if there ftill remain treaties 
^nfett)^, and bufine& not yet peifeAly liniflied; 
Wi» th^m never to be ^ven opportunity and 
i^^rit iW making an effort tp commence a^ 
«l»»g«iie«t? and has it never beeji feen in con- 
£f^f^ gf tj^ gmatfift magjRitude, thgi when once 

p z a begin- 
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a beginning has been made, when once affairs %avTe 
been put into a train; the conduftors of therm, 
•guided by prudent regsurd to times, cirdumftances, 
poffibilities, neceffities, have at length adjufted 
ail differences which related to cxpeftations, 
iclaims, and advantages ? 

Fifthly: Afe there any who fear that in con- 
.fequencc of peace will cnfue s diminution in that 
:part of our itmntie> which arifes from commerce? 
This evil brings its own remedy. For, as the 
burthens of war will be alleviated, the aids of 
commercial duties will be lefs requifite. Pro- 
.bably, however, thofe duties will very little de- 
creafe: for, on the ratified and permanent cefla- 
.tion of hoftilities, our trade . will find out new 
Channels, and thus enlvge and multiply the 
fources of revenue. 

L But now for points more particular. Would 
it not have been iniquitous, had we refuled to 
indemnify France for fupporting Ruffian prifoners, 
who had been troops in our pay? Was it not 
found policy to relinquifh conquered poffeflions, 
•for the defence and retaining of which we had not 
fufficient ftrength? and was it not alfo found 
;policy todifcern, that extenfion of empire beyond 
Jiational ftrength, tends rather to increafe weak* 
nef$. tliatx ailment force^.?^ Conlidering the enor- 
mous. 



MR. AOBINGTON's ADMINISTRATlONv :^X3 

mous expence at which the Cape had been ina,in' 
tainedy was it not better to furrenderit and make 
it a free port> and fo have the advantage of it 
without the charge; than by renewii^ the war 
incur (till farther expence; and^ after all, run the 
riik of biing it ? Provided we have^ accefs to h 
as a free port, the retaining of it as our fofe pof- 
feffion can be no great object ; or at lead not ao 
objeA to be purchafed fo dearly as it would have 
been, by the certain additional expence. of keep* 
ing it during the continuance of .a renewed war ; 
by the jprolongation of all the evih infcparable from 
hoililitiesj and by the danger to which we ihouid 
have expofed other pofleffions far more valuable. 

Thus 4efenfible is the furrender of the Gape, 
even on the fuppofition that its conveniences are 
ftill as requiiite for our &^ftem traders^ as they 
were formerly confidered. But, in fad, its coix- 
venicnces are not fo requifite. For, by grf^ 
improvements in the art of navigation|Mdc<^f<f* 
.quently increafed facility in purfuing tliieiie voy- 
age, ovir India and China capteins now fleer their 
courfes in higher latitudes.. They derive from 
thefe new and better diredtioos two confidembte 
advantages; exempt, as they arc» from the ftecef* 
fity of touching at th« Capei and fecured ail9 
firom encountering the enemies cruifers, which igi 
time of war infeft the mnity of tluit fittioiu 

?3 ThQ 
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The iifeportance of tire Cape to the Biritah effi- 
J)ite is yet farther dimittifhed, by the 'acqiiifilioh 
t)f ^Ceylon and the fiti^ haf-bour fit Trihcftihale. 

•If JPortugal, if Spaifr, if thefcing "df EtruriA, 
^bo^hfe prbjier t6 x:e<Jc, the firilb feAe of her 
•PoAuguefe and American territories ; tfefe fecottd, 
Louffiiina; Ihe third, Elba; brave and Vafiairt 
thotagh we areas a people, and high though wferank 
in flie fcdfebf Eik-dpedit kingdonis; fb' thaft'-Cvifth 
^jiiffiice we itiay affbmi tb otirfelv*s ktitife dfegrte 
<of tiatit^nai conieqliCTtee-; ^yet by wfeal iauthc^ty 
^could we diftateterms toftJireign courts, and SMrbid 
ihem to ift at their bwndi^fcretion? Wetxt ready 
enough to condemn thte tnfblence <tf ^taAcfei ftall 
we 'forget, that bytrtirogathig imjperiotis ft^ay we 
fall ^cifely into i^e fame infolence ? ft" Bttona- 
pariie had prescribed tons in thefe terms j-^'* ^ou 
fhdl redcice your navy ; for I thint yout accet 
^ori of maritime ftrength is dahgferdus ;-^yo\i 
"fliaHfun^ender Trinidad aml'Geyloh;'fbr Jbtrr co* 
lonial iflan9s ttreiiiort: thkff Affidifent^'itlrfeady ;-^ 
^otf 'Ihafi teHnquffti your yaft* acqtrffftions 'on thfe 
^ntinrtt"6f'^India, -FornheyalTe eitteffivfc:" thfc 
-generous prid^ 6f IWtorts'^btiW We {^iuttxed it 
the hatighJtinefs -of ishtffe rtandates'. fiow then 
tx>uldwepreftrmeto'infrfl:, that he fliourd ti6t 
iave-adceffionta his conrinttrti ;powefr,t)y^opeiily 
tlifcing ontim fee* tcfntfdtil * of Itily?* AficT'lf 

R^uffia, 
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were we to preyent i^ ? To bav? rpncMred tjie war^ 

becaufe he ftyle4 himi^lf pi^ficjent q£ the Italian 

republic, would moreover have bqen in^^^ §0% 

tiding about a name oijily : f^r in Fe^ilky^ befor^ 

(his open avowa}» be vsrffiaJ^y p^pffed^ tbpugh hft 

h^i^t/crfna/fy zSkrmd mi annQuii!ce(j jUbjs fypre- 

m^y. Of aU otyeftions jlq th.e Pefir^tiye T.r^ty^ 

none are fogrQundleft, md tberefore wine fe> jijir 

i^onable, w tbofe wjiich ^i» made to thp ftuxen? 

ifcr of Malta.. In what confift^ the Jnjt^ftice .of 

JPranor, wben her ;arms attaok^ and took . th^t 

Mandf Undeniably in tlus^ that by ^nalping mr 

pacity it fcized an Iflftnd h^i^foiie neji^cri m4 

independent. Ws Appeared l^e to refeue it 

horn foreign domination ; not :to capture it as a 

<x»xiBioa ipoH of war. If France :Q^ imt fid( 

"would redinquiih iill prjcutenfions ^o Malta> and 

;hrouid ^hind herfelf not to interfere eithfir with 

-the place or its inh^dsita^ts ; /confiftently with 

om own ^original pi^ncipbs we xould do no 

xnoretti^an pravic^ for the fuifikfient of that 

-reftn<9ion; And infaft it. ifi&m uttedy impo^ 

iible ta have guarded the. indefiendence of 

Malta with gceater precaution, ithan ^l^at has 

bew adopt^. We ar« not to leave it, till 

ithere has tbeen 'feeured, and acknowledged, a 

&rong guarantee. If in the guarantee of fo 

: A p 4 many 
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many powers thert is yet no confidence, the 
fault will lie, not iii our minifter, but in the 
ambition and • falfehood of intrigijing- enemies. 
It is true, indeed, ambition and wifehood ever 
have been the chara&eriftics, and ever will be 
the prevailing crimes of fome continental powers. 
Wherefore, knowing this, as we do from expe* 
rience, to the queftion *^ How long will the 
peace continue ?'* we may reply, juft as long as all 
other treaties of peace have remained m force, viz* 
till it is their intereft to violate its conditions, and 
4:ili they have ftrength to re-commence a war. 
Such however has always been the cafe. Yet the 
confideration of this circumft^nce nev^r deferred 
former (latefmen ; nor ought it ,to have deterred 
the prefent minifter from making pe|K:e. In all 
fituations, after duly weighing the force of extft«^ 
ing and the probability of contingent circum* 
fUnces, the best is to be done. It was best, 
not to lay this country under additional incum- 
brances, for no adequate purpofe. When there 
was no profpeft of weakciiing the enemy to any 
eoniiderable extent, it was best to ftop the accu- 
mulation of burthens, by endeavouring to eila- 
bli(h peace; and thus clofe the contcft> with 
ftrength ftill powerful, and relburces yet abundant^ 
The fm of violating a folemn treaty, if violated 
It (hould be, will rfjcoil on thofc, who i)iaU het&« 
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after incur the deteftable guilt of treachery 'and 
perfidy, a guilt, which this nation has courage to 
refent, and force to chaftife. All that, in the 

^ fituation of Great Britain and Europe, could rea- 
fonably be expeded', Mr. Addington has done for ^ 
the repofe of bothj he has done, it too with fa- 
gacity, moderation, firmnefs, prudence, honour. 
With fagacity, in difcerning the time when peace 
would be feafonable. With moderation, in offer-* 
ing fuch conditions as an enemy could accept 

' without felf-degradation. With firmnefs, in p^r- 
fevering till he could furmount all obftacles which 
impeded the negotiation. With prudence, in three 
particulars. In the interval between the prelimi- 
nary and definitive treaties, the minifter was placed 
in a fituation extremely delicate. Many doubts 
were entertained concerning the fincerity of the 
Chief Conful; " cui nee credere; nee, (non ere- 
dendo ne infeftior fieret) fidem abrogare, fatis 
erat tutum." — (Liv. 3. 16.). Such was the rni- 
nifter's condud: at this critical period, that at 
once it fhewed and conciliated good faith. By 
reftoring to France her Weft India illands, he 
prefented an objeit, which might divert her at- 
tention from the fqle exercife of arms; and held 
put an inducement, which might invite her to' a 
purfuit hiore falutary to Europe in general, the 
cultivation and enlargeipent of foreign cprnmerce. 

p ^ » . Rv 



By leaving to the efFefts of their own complicat- 
ed follies, the continental ftates now fubjugated 
by France, he has, probably taken the moft effec- 
tual means of eventually diminiftiing her exorbi- 

.•tant dominion. Not to Philip only are thefe 
words applicable : " Think not his prefent prof- 
perity is fixed fo immoveably as to be of per- 
petual duration, ^ven among thofe, who ap- 
pear to be connedted with him in friendfhip, 
there are fome who hate, there are fome who fear, 
there are fome who envy him. Whatever vicifli- 
tudes are incident to the affairs of any other man, 
the fanie be afTured are attached to his." — (De- 
mofth. Phil. I.) It is not in human nature to ' 
endure ufurpation longer than neceffity and com- 
pulfion enforce fubmiffion. *^ An credi pofle 
ullum populum,.aut honiinem denique, in ea 
conditioned cujus eum poeniteat, diutius quam 
necefTe fit, manfurum? Ibi pacem efTe fidani, 
ubi voluntarii pacati fint; nequc eo loco, ubi fer- 
vitutem efTe velint, fidem fperandam effe/' — (Liv. 
8, 21.) When the feveral powers are renovated 
in fofcfe, it is far from improbable that they 
will underfland their true policy; will coalefce^ 
and make a vigorous ftruggle for independence. 
As in thefe three inftances Mr, Addington has ^ 

^ evinced prudence, fo in every thing conneded 
With the whole negotiation he has Ihewn honour 

perfonal- 



perfonal and private, National and public :• for 
ih effediAg his great purpofe he derived to him- 
ftJf ho oite advahta|;e, but that which with evefy 
JEnglilhman he (hated ki coinmon, that which 
with every Engli(hman he had conftantly in view, 
<sind iJvhich he hasfi*cured; the ttiaintenaiicfe of 
Britilh empire, Britifli integrity, ahd Rritifh gloiy, 
Thefe in his patriotifm he holds tnoft deari 
thefe in his vigilancte he will watchfully guard : 
thefe in his magnanimity he will, fuffer no foreiga 
power whatever to injure with impunity. 

Tuefday, June i .- — This day, according to rbyal 
proclamation, dated 26th of April, was obferved 
lis a day of general thankfgivii^ for the blcffing of 
peace. The folemnity was kept with the greateft 
decorum and reverence throughout the kingdom. 
—*rt Was Angular that the council (hould fix on the 
firft of June- It did hot efcape the recdledioti 
of & fenfible preacher, that this was the Very day 
tmwhidi lofd l4owe gaifned an important viftory. 
" ^poti the anniveriary of this very day, on 
Which we are now affembled, 'the ' firft great 
and important blow was Itrtick, ^hofe decifivfe 
cffeifts, by ingreafing" the ardour of our Teamen, 
and difpiriting thbfe of our enemies, ltd the way 
to a fwies of naval viftories unparalleled in the. 
'aonils -of our -country, and the moft brtllianft tihat 
' ever 
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ever adorned the page of hiftory." (Sec p. 8. 
of a formon preached at th& cathedral church of 
Winchefter, on Tuefday the iftof June, i8o^, 
by the Rev. John Garnctt.) 

Tuefday June ai.— Of fuch magnitude was the 
definitive treaty; fo interefting was the debate on 
that fubje<9:; and fo entirely has it occupied and 
fatisfied the public mind; that although in the 
interval of fome few weeks paft, the chancellor of 
the Ex;chequer has brought before the houfe 
much bufinefs of various defcriptions; particular- 
ly his plan for confolidating the finking funds, 
which Mr. Pitt conceived would improve and in- 
vigorate them; yet fcarcely any occurrence has 
been thbught of fufficient importance, to attrai^ 
any confiderable degree of notice, till fince Mr. 
Tierney has moved certain ifinancial refqlutions, 
confefledly drawn up with ability. Other rcfolu- 
,tions,,of the fame nature, were this day fub- 
mitted to the houfe by the chancellor of the 
Exchequer, The following is a copy qf them : 

** 1- That the amount of the public funded 
debt was, on the 5th of Jan. 1786, 238,Z3 1^248 /. 
cxclufive of long and (hort annuities and annuiti^ 
forliv^s, to the amount of 1^73,550 L Thojt 
on the i& of Feb, 1793, ftock to the amount qf 
10,242,100/. had been purchafcd by theconv 

, miffioner^ 
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mifiioners for redeeming the national debt; and 
annuities to the amount of 79,880/. had fallen 
in, and been carried to their account ^ reducing 
the adual amount of the debt, on the 5th of Jan. 
<793, to' 227,989,148/. and the annuities to 
1,293,676/. And that, on the ift of Feb. 1802^ 
ftock to the ampunt of 39,885,308/. had been 
purchafed by the commiffioners for redeeming 
the national debt;, and annuities to the amount 
of 125,707/. had fallen in, and been carried t6 
their account; and flock to the amount of 
18,001,148/. had been transferred to them oA 
account of land-tax redeemed; reducing the 
aftual amount of debt exifting before the war, 
on the ift of Feb. 1802, to 180,344,792/. and 
the annuities to *i, 247,843/. 

" 2. That the capital of the public funded 
debt created fince the ift of Feb. 1793, as the 
fame ftood on the ift of Feb. 1802, together 
with the capital to be created by fums borrowed 
in the prefent feffion of parliaiilent, and exclu- 
five of 7,502,633/. 3 per cent, ftock, created by 
advances to the emperor of Germany, is, 
351,125,730/. That the amount of long an- 
nuities created during the fame period is 
320,461 /. per ann. exclufive of 230,000/. an- 
nuity created by advances to the emperor of 
Germany, which will expire in the year 1802: 

that 
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that pf thcfe 61015^2,348,000/. capita, and 
9^791 /. loi^ aiAnuities are on account of Ifdftfid; 
leaving a permanent 4ebt of $^Spy7J,7^$o/. 
charged on Great Britain} and that on.tl^ id of 
Feb. lioz, 19,703,596/, had been purchafed bjr 
the commiflioners for redeeming the nation^ 
debt; reducing the faid permanent debt cr^t<sl 
fince the ^tb of Jan» 1793, to 309,074,134/. ex-^ 
clufive of long annuities to thp amount of 
310,670/. per ann- 

" 3. That tb,e total amount of the permanent 
funded debt charged on Great Britain^ afiter d^- 
dufting the fum of 59,588^9^4/. redeeined bj, 
and the annuities fallen in to, the commiiQonen^ 
and 18,001,148/. transferred to them^ on ac- 
count of land tax redeemed, was, on tl^e id of 
Feb. i8o2|, 489,418,926/.; together with (hort 
annuities to the amount of 543,103/. and long 
annuities to the amount of 1,^0 15,4^0/. ajfterde* 
dudting the annuities provided for byirel^nd. 

" 4. That the fum annually applicable to t^c 
reduftion of the national debt of Great Bnt^i^ 
in purfuance of the aft pafled iiji 1786, WM 
1,000^000/. being about j -23 8th part of the 
capital of the permanent debt then exi(}.ii^; ^n^ 
for 1793 wa3 1^*7,143/. bei^ig abpiit iri.6ot^ 
part of the permanent debt exiting in ^793, ftiid 
may for the year xSoa be eftimatpd at 5,8pp^99.Q/. 

beinjf 



beii^^tdxmt ]-84tb part of tHe permanent debt 
exaftiog j» dBoi ^ ivbich fum of 5,800,000/; is ap- 
propriated by aft of parliament to accumulate at 
canpoiliid i/fttr^ uiitil the whole of the exifling 
'dd>t'&:^dfitchai^dd, which^ fuppofing all the 
ilocki to be purchafed at par, and no further 
fums to be ts^irisferfed for the redemption of the 
^ lafvd tAK, caiuiot'be hiter than the clofe of the year 

" 5., That (die annual chslrge incurred on ac- 
count of thjC permanent debt, on tht 5th of Jan. 
1786, was 9,297^000/. befote any fund was 
-created applicable to the reduAion of the debt; 
zt^ on the 5th of Jan. 1^793, was 10,325,000/. 
incliidihg 1,000,000/. applicable to theredudtion 
of the debt; in which fum 10,325,000/- was 
included. On the 5th of Jan. 1 793, the intereft of 
10,242^100/. capital flxxk i^deemed; and the 
amount lof annuities ^len in or unclaimed, 
which had been trans£^red , to the commiffioners, 
making together the funi of 387,143/. and that 
thefaid fum of 10,325,000/, was reduced on the 
5th of Jan. 1 802, by reafon of flock transferred for 
the redemption of the land-tax, and by dimiiiu^ 
tion in the charges ofnianagement on account of 
fums redeemed by the commiflioncrs, to 
9,771,169/.^ in which fum is included the intere^ 
on 39,885>3087. capital ftock redeemed, and the 

amount 
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amount of annuities fallen in or unclaiibedi and 
transferied to the commiffioners^ m^iogtogietbtf 
tlie fumof i^334,i8f6A 

'* 6. That the annual charge incitrt«fl on ac- 
count of the permanent dd>t of Gitat Biitaiiiy 
created fince the 5th of Jail. 1793^ (including. 
924; 1 99 A permanent intefeft and cbaige on loan 
of the prefent, (eflioa) of which 48,761/. ijs. 
will not become payable till after the 5th of Jan. 
1806, amounts to i3>597>S94/* p» annumy of 
which 10,544^383/* is for intereft, annuity, and 
charges of management of fuch part of the faid 
debt as was unredeemed on the ift of Feb. i8oa, 
»nd 3>053i2i I A arifirig from i A per cent, finking 
fund) on the capital of part of the faid debt and 
intereft of flock redeemed, and is applicable to 
theredudion thereof; ind that a further charge 
of 497,735/. per annum, is guaranteed by parlia- 
.jnent, in default of payment of the intereft pf 
certain loans by his Majefty the emperor o€ 
Germany. 

•^ 7* That the amount of the outftiinding de- 
mands unprovided for on the 5th of Jaii. {802, 
Bxclufive of the unfunded debt, and of the an- 
ticip^tion of certain duties annually Voted» was 
4y4i6,2:io/.; that the furplus of ways and Qieans 
for the year 1801, was 114,000/.; apd 99,886/w 
iemained unpaid, and applicable to the public 

fervicct 
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femce> on the grant to the queen of P6rtuga!> 
reducing the amouAt of demands unprovided fof^ 
to 4,202,3,34/. of which 3,920,489/. has been 
provided for in the prefent feffion. 

^* 8. That the unfunded debt, (exclufive of th^ 
anticipation in the ufual form of certain duties 
annually voted)" amounted on the 5th of Jan. 
1793, to 8,925,422/., and on the 5th of Jan, 
1802, to 21,179,170/. excliifive of the anticipa- 
tion of the loan of 1802, and of 3,000,000/. 
advanced by the bank, without intereft, for tlie 
renewal of their charter, to be' repaid in 1806; 
of which fum of 21,279,170/.^ 10,113,493/. ha^ 
been paid off or provided for in the couffe of* the 
prefent feffion. 

** 9. That the net produce of the permanent 
taxes exifting on the 5th of Jan. 1784, theti 
amounted to 10,194,259/. and that taxes were^ 
afterwards impofed to defray the expences of the 
war ending in 1783, amounting in 1786, to 
938,000/. making together 11,132,000/. 

" 10. That the net produce of the permanent 
taxes exifting previous to the year 1784, adding 
thereto about 938,000/. impofed as above ftated 
in 1784 and 1785, and 137,000/. arifingfrom the 
confolidation aft, and from duties impofed in 
1789, was, in the year ending the 5th of Jam 

Q^ ^793* 
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1793»- - . - 14,284,000/.; 

on the 5 th of Jan. 1 7 94, - - - 13 ,94 1 ,000/- ; 
on the 5th of Jan. 1795, - - - 13,858,000/. ; 
on the 5th of Jan, 1796, - - • 13,557,000/..; 
on the 5th of Jan. 1 797, - - - i4,292„ooo/. ; 
on the 5th of Jan. j 798, - - - 13,332,000/. ; 
on the 5th of Jan. 1 799, - - - 14,275,000/.; 
on the 5th rf Jan. 1800, - - - 15,743*109/.; 
on the 5th of Jan. 1801, and on the 5th of Jan. 
1 802, including 1,275,544/. the amount of boun- 
ties paid on com and rice imported, 14,497,226 /• 
— ^which laft fum, after dedufting the duties arifing 
from the confolidation ad, and thofe impofed 
in 1789, exceeds the net produce of the per- 
manent taxes on the 5th of Jan. 1784, together 
with that of the taxes impofed in 1784 and 
1785, 573,228,226/. 

** II. That the adual net produce of the taxes 
impofed fince the 5th of Jan. 1793, amounted in 
the year ending the 5th of Jan. 1802, to 
9,187,288/. and that the total net produce of 
the permanent taxes, in the year ending the 5th 
of Jan. 1802, amounted to 23,684,514/. includ- 
jj^ 1,275,544/. paid for bounties on corn an4 
rice imported. 

" 12. That the total grofs receipt within the 
year (dedu&ing re-payments, difcounts, and 
drawbacks ; and alfo dedu&ing all loans and 

monies 



Uk. AbbikbfoN^s ACMiNistkAtioN. ii)* 

monies paid td government) was^ in the year 
tji^jj 1 2,29^*1 97/. J in the year 179^,^ 
SO,^76y30$i.; in the year 1799, 34>75o>976/.-; 
in the year i8do, 33,535,016/. 5 and in the yeiar 
*8oi, iS>s6S,^y6Li'^htitig ati increafe, com- 
pared with 1797, of 12,292,197 i. ; and compared 
with 1798, of 5,192,073/.; and compared with 
1799, of 617,400/.; and compai'ed wfth 1800^ 
of 1,833,^60/. 

*' 13. iTiat the dffici^ Value of all imports into 
Great Britain, in the year Ending the 5th of Jan^ ' 
1784, was 13,1^2,235/. i and on an average of 
fix' years, ending the 5th of Jan. 1784, was 
11,690,829/. t That the official Value of all im-^ 
ports into Great Britain, in the year Ending the 
5th of Jan* 1793, Was 19,659,358/. andonaii 
Average of fist y^ars, ending the 5th of Jan. 1793* 
«ras 18,685,390 /. That the official Value of all 
imports into Great Britain^ in the yeaf ending 
the 5th of Jan. 180I, (fuppofing the imports from 
the Eaft Indies, of Which no account has yet been 
made up, to be th6 fame as in the preceding 
year) was 32,317,032/.; making an increafe ai 
Compared with 1783, of 10^194,797/. and with 
I79I, of 12,657,674/.; and on an average offiiC 
years, ending the |th of Jam 1802, wai 
^6,^64,038/.} making an increafe as compared 
Q 2 with 



$»$ B&IEF HaMOIRS. 0? [l802. 

tvith the average to Jan- 1784, of 15,273^209/. ; 
and with the average to the 5th of Jan. 17931 of 
8,278,648 /• i and Jtbat the real valiie of imports 
in the year ending the 5th of Jan. i8o2i fup- 
pofing the imports from the Eaft Indies to be the 
feme as in the. preceding year* may be eftimated 
at about 58,680,000/. 

'^ 14, That the official value of Britifh manu* 
feidures exported from Great Britain, in the year 
ending the 5th of Jan. 17 84,^ was 10,409,713 A 
and on an average of fix years^ ending the 5th of 
Jan. 1784, was 8,6i6,66q/. j that the official 
value of BritiQi majiufadures exported from 
Great Britain, in thb year ending the 5th of Jan. 
1793, was 18,336,851/.; and on an average of 
fix years, ending the 5th of Jan. 1793, was 
14,771,049/.: That the official value of Britiih 
manufaftures exported from Great Britain, ia 
the year eliding the 5th of Jan. 1802, was 
^5,719,979/.; making an rncreafe as compared 
with 1783 of 15,310,266/. 5 and with i792> of 
7,383,128/.; and on an average of fix year$| 
ending the 5th of Jan. 1802, was 21,631,050/.; 
making an increafe as compared with the average 
to 5th of Jan. 1784, of 13,014,390/. and with 
the average to 5th of Jan. 1793, of 6,860,001/. i 
and that the real value of Britifh manufadurci* 
-^ exported 
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cxporled in the year 1801, may be eftimated it 
41,770,000/. 

" 15. That the official value of foreign mer- 
chandife exported from Great Britain, in the yeaf 
ending the of 5th Jan. 1784, was 4>33 2,909 /.j 
and on an average of fix years, ending the ^fh 
of Jan. 1784, was 4,263,930 /. : That the official 
value of fore^n merchandife exported froni ^ 
Great Britain, in the year ending the 5th of Jan. 
1793, was 6,568,348/.; and on an average of 
fix yean, ending the 5th of Jan. 1793, was 
5^468,014/.: That' the official value of fditign 
merchandife exported from Great Britain, ia^ 
the year ending the 5th of Jan. 1802, was . 
16,523,480/.; making an increafe as compared 
with 1783 of 12,190,571/.; and with 1792, of 
9,955,132/.; and on an average of fix years, end? 
ing the 5th of Jan. 1802, was 14,104,700/.; 
making an increafe as compared with the average 
to Jan. 5th, 1784, of 9,^40,770/. ; and with the 
average to Jan. the 5th, 1793, of 8,636.686/.; 
and that the real value of foreign merchandife^ 
exported, in the year ending the 5th of Jan. 
1 802,^ may be eftimated at about 15,7 50,000 /. 

*^ 1 6. That the number of regiftered veflels 

belonging to the Britifti dominions, and employed 

in trade, in the year 1789, bemgthe firft year 

Q3 in 



J^3Q BRIEF MEMOIRS OF [iSod^ 

ill which the rcgifter ad had taken full effedt» 
was r4,jio; their tonnage 1^395,17^; and the 
nun^ber of feaipen navigating the fame 108,962 ; 
In the year 1792, the number of yefiels was 
16,079; their tonnage 1,540,145; und thcnuni'* 
ber of feanien navigating the fame 1 18,286 : an4 
in the year 1801, the number of veffels was^ 
19,7721 their tonnage 2,037,317; and the n\xm-i 
ber of m^n 143,987 ; being an increafc of 5,46:^ 
fliips> pf 642,145 tons, and of 35,025 men, com-i 
pared with 1788; andof 3,693 (hips^ of 497,17% 
tons, and of :^5,7oi mien, compared with 1792, 

"17. That the total fum to be raifed in Great 
Britain in the year 180:1, may be eftiniat^d an 
follows: yiz. 

*' Intereft of public funded debt, 
charges of pianagement, and Qnking 
fund, on the 5th of J^h. ^802, at. 
ter dedufting intereft payable by ^, 

Ireland ---r •-?--•* 22^44,^^6^ 

** Jntereft^&c.tQ be incurred andj 
paid between the 5th of Jan. 1802, 
and5thof Jap. \ 893,onftock crpate4 
by loans in the prefent feffion - -: 6,65,^2^ 

" Intereft on Exchequer bills. - 750,000 

" Proportion to be defrayed by 
(jreat Britain, according to tlie 

articles, 
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articles of union, of the civil lift, and 
other charges on the cohfolidatcd 
funds of Great Britain and Ireland, 
amounting together to Ij537>739'. 

" Civii government of Scotland, 
eftimated as before, penfions on 
hereditary revenue ditto, militia 
and deferters* warrants ditto, boun- 
ties for promoting fiflieries, linqn 
manufaftures, &c. ditto, including 
cxcefs of corn bounties beyond 
1,643,000/. repaid by parliament -^ 

" Charges of man^ement of re- 
venue the fame as laft year - - -• 

** Makmg the total permanent 
charges to be defrayed out of 
the grofs receipt of perma- 
nent revenue • - « - • 
** Proportion to be defrayed by 
Great Britain, according to the ar- 
ticles of union, of the fupplies voted 
for 1802 for Great Britain and Ire- 
land, amounting in the whole to 
59,305,344/. including therein the 
feparate charges on Great Britain - 

^4 



1,356.828 



1,000^000 



2,024^697 



28,241^511 



^3*773^*8^ 
** Advance 
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*' Advance to Irdand a,ooo,ooo 
*' Intereft payable for £* 

^ imperial loajfis - 497*596 



66,271,478 

" 18. That the grofs receipt of 
the permanent revehue, after de- 
ducing repayments for over entries, 
drawbacks, and bounties in the na- 
ture of drawbacks, amounted, in the 
year ended 5th of Jan, i8oz, to - ^9,2^0,536 

^ Eftimated produce to the 5th 
of April, 1 803 , of the taxes impofed 
in th^ prefent fcffion of parliament * 2,400,000*' 

That further fums are applicable to 
the fervice of the year 1802, as 
follows :' 

*^ Repayments from Grenada, 
imprefts, and lottery • . • - - 862,000 

*^ And the remainder qf the fup^ 
ply for the year 1802 is provided 
for by a loan on account of Great 
Britain, of--*-----. 23,000,000 

" And a loan for Ireland, of . • 2,000,000 

'* And by Exchequer bills to be . 
charged OQ fupplies 1803 - • - 5,000,000 

'' Ana 
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" And expefted additional pro- 
duce of taxes that were deficient in 
1 80 1, compared with 1799 * • - i,6oc^oo 

** Surplus of ways and means 
1801, and refidue of grants to the 
queen of Portugal • - - - • 2131886 

" Intereft on land tax contrafted 
to be paid for by inftalments - - 25,000 

•* Arrears of income tax - - - 2,500,000 

^* Making in the whole the fum of 66,82 1,422 

" 19, That it appears, by a rq)6rt of a com- 
mittee of this hoiife in 1791, that the aftual 
expenditure (including the annual million for the 
reduftion of the public debt) on an average of 
five years peace, ending the 5th of Jan. 179L, 
and including fundry extraordinary expences for 
the armament of 1787, and for payments to 
American loyalifts, and otter articles of a tem- 
porary nature, amounted to 1 6,8 1 6,985 /. 

" But the peace eftablifhrnent 
was eftimated by the feid committee {^* 

Jit - - - - V i5>9^9>^7* 

" With which eftimate the a&ual 

cxpence of the ycv 1794 heaxly 
Hgreed, 

* In 
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" In the above fum was included 
the charge of the public debt, 
amounting to 10,325,000/. frbm 
which is to be dedufted the charge 
of ftock extinguiftied by the re- 
demption of land tax on the 5th 
pf Jan. i^oz • - • 7 - - . 



^* That the additional permanent 
charge incurred by the debt crieated 
fince 1793, exclufive of intereft 
payable by Ireland, is - , - , 

^* That the additional charge to 
be incurred for increafed amount of 
Exchequer bills outftanding, is about 

<* Intereft of money for fatisfy- 
ing increafed navy debt, at 5 /. per 
cent, is about - ., - . ^ 

*• That the additional charge in- 
curred on the confolidated fund, is 

" That the additional charge in- 
curred for a fum appropriated for 
the redemption of the public debt, 
is - ..... '. . . 

" And that the increafed cx- 
pcnces of the peace cftablilhment 



[1802. 



540,000 

" ■■ ■■! iPi I m 

15,429,178 



140,00Q 
270,,OOQ 

390,000 



tOO^QOQ 
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(cxcluiive of any charges to be in-^ 
curred by intereft on further fums 
to be paid on winding up the exf 
pence& of the war ^ and of any aug- 
mentation which may take pUce in 
the n«^yal or military eftabliflimcnts, 
l)Ut allowipg for increafe of pay, 
and other expenccs), may be efti- 
Ijiated atr---«?-r- 700,000 

" And alfo exclufi ve of 49 73,000/. 
iliterefl: on Iq^s, due by the em- 
peror of Geripaqy, and guaranteed 
\>y parliament, may be eftimated at ^0,726,774 

" 20. That adding to the produce of the per- 
manent taxes in the year ending Jan. 5, 1802, 
the fum of 1,275,544/. paid for corn bounties, 
and the fum of 1,600,000/. being the eftimated 
deficiency. of certain duties in the fame year, the 
income applicable to. the peace eftabliihment, 
inay be eftimated as follows, viz, 

Old permanent taxes ^ - -^ £• 14,497,226 

New permanent t^xes - - • 9,1*7,288^ 

Further produce of taxes that 
f^re deficient in 1801, compared 
^th 1799 1,600,000 

farther produce of taxes, 180; 864,319^ 

Taxc$ 



^j6 J IRIEF MEMOIRS OF fl802* 

Taxes impofed in 1802 - - - 4,000,00a 
Land and Malt, after deducing 
- the land tax redeemed ^ - - - 2,060,00a 

;f. 32,208,833 

*♦ And that a further fum of 454,340/. arifing^ 
from annuities which will expire at the periods 
pndejrjnentioncd, viz, 

'In 1805 . • . ;C- 56,554 

— 1806 • . •. 8,i5z 

— 1807 - - 15,515 

£' 454,340 



will then alfo be applicable, as well as fucb fums 
as may from time to time arife .fron^ the faving^ 
on the intereft of ftocks which may be reduc* 
cd to a low«r rate, and which,, fuppofing th^e 
whole of the ftocks to be reduced to 3/. pec 
cent, would amount to 1,491,893/. which fums 
arc, cxclufivfe of any allowance for the |^o- 
fit of a lottery, of for any participation of the 
territorial revenue in India. 

The chancellor of the Exchequer having ta^ 
prefieda wi(h- that the debate on his idc^uti^iy 
flKluld be adjouraed^ to Thurfdny, Mr. Twtfltey 

hoped 
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hoped there would be found little or no difierehce 
between the refolutions of the right hon. gentle^ 
man and himielf; and therefore he faw no reafon 
why the difcuffion fhould not be adjourned al« 
together. The refolutions would fpeak for them- 
felve$; If, however, a difcuffion was thought ne- 
ceflary, he wiflied it might be on Friday. 

The chanceUor of the Exchequer faid, he was 
anxious that every gentleman ihould be in pofl6r«» 
lion of the refolutions, in cafe the fubjed fhould 
be difcufledj and moft readily agreed that the day 
(hould be altered to Friday. 

The debate was accordingly adjourned till Fri- 
day. 

That a ftatcment thus copious in financial com- 
mu|tication fliould be of very confiderable extent, 
is unavoidable. In its nature, however, it is fp in- 
timately conneded with the official duties of ^ 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and is fo calculate^ 
to fatisfy Men of Bufinefs, that it was not to be 
omitted merely on account of its length. It is 
moreover obvious to fu^efl, that if examination 
of it has been an exercife of patience^ the fiaming 
of ij muft have been infinitely laborioijs^ and 
could have been the refult only of deep refearchj 
accurate precifion, and exad calculation. 

Tbuffilay, June a4.-^As Cbis country, in thej; 

true 



true fpirit of humane benevolence, and chriftian 
charity, afforded an afyltim to thotifands'of the 
French emigrants, it was an interefting cveriti that^ 
on May 24, the French government pafTed aii a<5t 
in their favour. The effeft of it is now vifible; 
numerous bodies of French are taking theit db» 
parture from this kirtgdoiil. The benefit of this 
aft, though not univerially,is yet widely extended $ 
and the time given for claiming its indulgences 
is till the 23d of September, 1802. 

Friday, June 25. — 'According to the ordef of 
the day, the debate on the Financial Refoltl- 
tions, which 'Mr. Addington and Mr. Tlerney 
had feverally laid before the houfe, was now re- 
fumed* 

, Mi". Tierney faidj he was merely defiroUs fh^t 
his refolutions fhould be placed upon the jour- 
nals, and that he was very indifferent whether this 
was done by their being negatived, or by the pre- 
vious queftion moved upon them. He fhould not 
take up the time of the houfe with any remarks, 
as the difference between him and the right hon. 
gentleman was inconfiderable, and his chief ob- 
jeft was to have his opinion recorded. He cson- 
cluded by moving the firfl refolution. 

The chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he fhoulcf - 
trouble the houfe with very few obfervatiMis^ 

upojp 
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upon the refolutions moved by the hon. gentle- . 
man. Thus much, however, he would remark: in 
eilcimating the amount of the national debt^he . 
thought the hon. gentleman was not juflified . 
in charging the valuation of the long annuities. 
He might as well have valued the fliort annui- 
ties; but neither of them could be jufhly confi- 
dered as adding to the mafs of the debt. The 
amount, by dedu&ing this article, would be re* 
duced two millions. In the 6th refolution the 
hon. gentleman had eftimated the fum applicable 
to the redudion of the national debt too low. 
He ought to have included the dividends received 
during the laft quarter by the commiffioners, 
and the whole would then have amounted to . 
5,800,000/. In computing the produce of the 
permanent taxes, he ought certainly to have 
made an allowance for the fum paid away in corn 
bounties, and forthe lofe fuftained by the Hop- 
page of the diftilleries. When that addition was 
made, the produce of the permanent taxes for 
the laft year would be found to amount to . 
23,684,514/- being more than in 1799 — the 
moft flouriftiing year our revenues had ever 
known. He was fatisfied that the country had 
^wnple means to bear all its burthens, and that, 
wje might confidently look forward to a long pe- 
. _ . riod 
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tiod of national profperity: As the hon. gentle- 
man's refolutions differed fo immaterially from his 
own, he- did not feel it confiftent with his duty 
to negative them. He therefore begged leave to 
move the previous queftion. 

Mr. Tiern^y obferved> his only reafon for not 
valuing the ihort annuities was becaufe he knew 
ho way of valuing them. He furely was juftificd in 
including the long annuities, fince the Legiflature, 
in the finking fund aft, had confidered them as a 
part of the national debt. In the way in which the 
right hon. gentleman had framed his refolution 
■about the finking fund, he was quite corred: at 
ftating it at 5,800,000/. but he himfelf had, as on 
former years, eftimated it at what it was on the 
id of February preceding. 

Mr. Nicholas Vanfittart coincided in arguments 
and opinion with the chancellor of the Exchc-- 
quer. 

The chancellor of the Exchequer then rofc to 
ftate thefubftance of his own refolutions. Though 
the hon. gentleman and himfelf, he faid, agreed 
in form, yet with regard to the financial fituation 
of the country, they differed widely in faft. He* 
did ndt complain of what the hon. gentleman had 
iriferted in his refolutions, but what he had omit- 
ted. His own attempt to fupply the dtficicncy>bac| 

been 
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been made With the view of effacing any falfe im- 
preffion which might have been left on the puWic 
mind. He then read a paper^ which, at great length/ 
and with Very particular minutenefs^ detailed the 
amount of taxes, the number of {hips> the value of 
exports and imports, &c,&c. Having at laft con- 
cluded this ftatement^ he congratulated the houfe 
upon the happy fituation in which the country 
ftood. We were amply able to fatisfy every demand 
that could be made upon us; wq were able, and 
that too without much difficulty, even to bear new 
burthens, if it ftiould be neceflaiy W make frefti 
exertions in defence of our independence and 
our honour; but ht thanked God! he anti- 
cipated no fuch neceffity/ When the country 
had flourifhed fo much during war, what might 
hot.be expefted from peace! In 1786, the 
finking fund was to the national debt as i to 238, 
now it was as i to 84. When we had been dif- 
cluvging our incumbrances during war, hov^r 
rapidly fliould we proceed in difchaiging them 
during peace? . 

The re-payment of the Imperial loan might^ 
(bon beexpeded; and we might hereafter hopd 
to fliare in the territorial revenues of India; and 
the intereft of the four and five per cents« might be 
ippedily reduced. He thought it wasimpQifibl^ 

R to 



t6 lo^ fdm&fd mth ^^ptth&i&^n. m ^' 
felppy t6 fhink thaiC thtte was iio gwat «rfc», t<» 
b« ps^ ()#, as alt imicat petiof^ vtkaMkig lfe# 
frefditt. No «ihiift«tb«dev6f proi/fid^forttetf 
dSp^Mes of a v(^r like las pmdtcefibr. Befides^ 
wfftSas hdd dr^ddy been teieii to wind xq> the 
j^^tk accounts, a;mi fo mich hstd mttr bes» 
dofi^ befcA-e during the fitftyeat of peace. 

Mf. Nicholas Vanfittart faid he thotjglri: he* 
eo^eikl ea&ly proTe thatfe our commeFQe. hod no«- 
thing to fear from the rd:tirn of peace. The Nan 
bad not fiEtroiJred it -^ it had flouriihiod in %it« of 
the w«f. Except to the captured Mknds^ we en- 
joyed from the war no bor^nch of trade; and that 
mi not to be compared^ With thofe of^vhich it de- 
prived lis. OuF taxes muff incrcafevbecaufe our 
ctorifumption increafed. Taking the average o^ 
tfethreeyears before: the war, and the laft three 
ye*fei. joo tM of wtne Was ufed yfe^ly during the 
ftitlerpefiod More than during the former; i^ 
wwds oi 4<>o miflio^ of pounds of tesi^ ind g^i 
cwt. of fugar. The capital lately ^ftploytfd. in 
Itaasandcontrafts t^ould now beturftcdtor pro- 
ijluaive induftry. During the eight yc^fs^ befell 
Aie war, 750 afts paffed for local improvemeiit^. 
nd dunog the laft & yeai^, ^^t^ Peace wcndd 
frw a iww.oneigy ptMt txt&Umh *dfl dmv 

ing 
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kig the prefent feffion more priTrate- b&fmef^ had 
a&«^y been done f hani was etef^ bdbrd known. 
To fhew that otir commerce did mt gaiii by the^ 
war> he fhould prove that the commerce of neu- 
tral nations had advanced ftill mo^ rapidly. 

The honourable genlkman here read a variety 
rf papery fliewing the prodigiouj^ advances made- 
of fette years by the Swedes^ the Danes,but above 
in by the Amerieans. If we were to fuffe? fron> 
fhe peace; it certainly would be immediately after 
its arrival; and indeed it had been faid that ou!^ 
trade had experienced complete ftagnation. But 
the truth was thait our exports and imports, dur- 
ing the quarter ending the 5 th of April, exceed- 
ed what they were in the correfpoading quarter 
in the year 1 801, always noted for its profperity. 
. During this quarter in iSoi, the official value of 
exports was5, 1 05,000/. — the rc^al value 7,400^000/, 
During the fame quarter in this year, the official 
V^ue of exports was 5,365,000/. and the real value 
#^343,000/, an increafe of nearly a million* The 
imports in the fame proportion. 

Sir F. Baring, as a mercantile man,, begged 
leave to declafe it, as he opinion, that our trade 
muft fuffer icvcrely. There were many articles^^ 
foch as coffee, which we imported to the value ©f 
msLtij jtnilUons, in which our trade would now be 

R 2 incon- 



244 VRIEF NTEMOIRS OF [»8o2. 

inconfiderablc. There were others, foch as tea,, 
which we might retam by our own prudence,, 
but wliich at prcfent there was every profpeft of 
ourlofing, from their being taxed to a degree 
which they were quite unable to bear. 

The chancellor of the E^hequer faid, he had 
heard the hon- baronet with concern and difap- 
pointment. Withoutany difrefped tohim,.hemuft 
flatly deny his pofition. Of the trade, which wc 
now pofletfed, we fhould tofe nonc^, except that ta 
the ceded iflands j a trade, that produced fcarcely 
any thing to the revenue, as our own colonies iTup- 
plied our confumption of tea and fugar, and the 
produce of the reft was re-exported to foreign 
countries.. He admitted 'that it was neeeflary ta 
look with vigilance and caution to our tea trade* 

, But the apprehenfion of our recurring to the 
meafu,re adopted in 1784, would difcourage 
fmugglers from renewing their plans. Befides, it 

- muft require years before they can eftabliih their 
dep6ts, while in a few days an adt might pafs to 
render all their fcbemes abortive,, and to .plunge 
them in irretrievable ruin. 

The previous queftion was then carried, and 
the chancellor of the Exchequer's refolutioi^ were 
put and carried : -And properly fo. For as the 
chancellor of the Exchequer had on fevetal occa- 

lions 
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lions given evident proofs of his profound know- 
ledge in all financial concerns however complex^ 
and had (hewn himfelf pofTeffed of mofi; perfeft 
infight into all the arrangements and all the 
branches c^ that very material department; he 
was judged moft competent to afcertain the foli- 
dity of th.at ground on which with confident 
affurance nc foimed his cixpeftations- 

It is more than probable, that before the next 
fcffion of parliament, the improved ftate of our 
finances will demonftrate the chancellor of the 
Exchequer tp have been far from fanguine, be- 
yond what fa<is will juftifjr. 

Moriday, June 28.: — His Majcfty went this 
4ay to the houfe of peers. The commons^ with 
their fpeajcer, attended. 

The fpeaker, on prefenting the " Confolidated 
Fund," Anji otjicr Pills, addreffed His Majefty 
thus; . 

" Moji gracious Swtreign^ 
^^ It is my duty to prefent to Your Majefty 
the bills for, completing the fupplies which your 
Majefly's i^thful comn^ons have granted for the 
iervice of the year. 

" With heartfelt gratitude, they acknowledge 

Vour Majefty's paternal goodnefs and wifdom, 

113 which 
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which hzvc already .enabled iiiem to maike a kigc 
xeduftioa of the public burthens, by the temiw 
nation of a long and eventful war : a war juft and 
neceffary in its origin, conduced with energy, 
fuftained with fortitude, fignalized by triuniphs- 
furpafling' the fame of our anceftors, and xAtain* 
cd in countries uAvifited by their arms, and con-* 
eluded at length by a peace, which' has added new 
conquefts to Your crown, and given rcpofe and 
fafety to thefe its ancient dominions, whofe peeri 
and commons have now, for the fecond year^the 
happinefs of being aflembted in one united par-* 
liament at the foot of Your throne, 

" Thus cirjcumftanced, Your M ajefty 's faithful 
commons not only look forward with a fanguine 
hope that they may not foon be called to the hard 
neceffiJty of augmenting the public debt by fu- 
ture burthens ; but they have deemed it their 
duty to look back to the debt already incurred : 
and with the fame charafteriftic fpirit, which firft 
laid the foundation of am cffe&iial fyfttan for the. 
«ktinaion of the national debt, they have pro- 
leeeded to ftrnan^ and &tt]be a plan for acoelerdt^ 
ing that extinAioii, by fic^ng iht futore .^ 
plication of their growing means to the atcom- 
^liftimcnt of the fanie great objeft. 
. ^' At a tim£^ ivli$sQ>their atlcn^Qn kas h^m jdi^ 

reded 



t^c^ to 'thdfe co^fidera^ons, and whe^tfaey 
lu^e ^fo jTo^d t^at taxes of unprecedented 
av^gbjt, though wi.fely impofe4 to meet tlie exi- 
. ge&ces of fuch a war^ ^ight neverthelefs be now 
prudently repealed i it has given the higheft la*" 
tisfaftion to Your Majefty's faithful commons, to 
relieve thofe pxieffiiig demands which the general 
difficulties of the times had caft upon the provi* 
lion afligi>Bd by parliament for the fupport of 
Your Majefty*s houfehold^ and the honour and 
dignity of yourcrpwn: for this country has not 
;iow to learn th$t its Monarchy is the beft and 
^ongeft fecurity fear its liberties; and -that the 
fplendour erf' the Throne reflefts^^ftreimd dignity 
iipon the trfiole nation, 

*^ Thefe, Sire, are amdngft the memorably 
events x)f a feffion thus far protraded; upon 
which we refleft with a confcious {atisfadk>n, 
that to the djfchaige of great duties wc have 
"brou^t proportionate exertions. And we now 
indulge the flattering hope, that we «Jay fafely 
^pply ourfdves to cultivate the arts of peace ; aits 
long dear to Your Majefty, $nd congenial to thi? 
temper of Your people, whofe fpirit of entcrprife 
in foreign commerce and i|;it^rnal improvement^ 
unexampled in its exertion? throughout the war, 
piay n^W exp^mditfelf with redoubled iAivityi 

R4 ^nd 
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and by providing new fouFC^ of ftrength and 
wealth for this country, fix the ftability of our 
own power, and at the fame time promote the 
common interefts of Europe and of all the civiT 
lized nations of the world.'** 

The royal ^flfent having been given in the ufuaj 
forms, ^to the bills preftinted. 

His Majefty then delivered the following moft 
gracious fpeech from the throne ; 

*' My Lords J and Gentlemen^ 

" The public bufinefs being concluded, I thjnlf 
it proper to clofe this^ feflion of parliamenj:. 

■ •' During a long and laborious attendance, you 
have invariably manifefted the juft fenfe you en- 
tertain of the great truft committed to you^ 
cnarge. Th^ objefts of your djeliberatip.ns hayp 
been uuufually nuiperous and important, and I 
derive the utmoft fatisfaAion from the convic- 
tion, that the wifdpm of your proceedings will 
be fully proved by their efFefts, in promoting the 
bed interefts of niy people throughout every part 
of my doniinions. 

" Qentlemen of the Houfe 0/ Commons, 
^* The ample provifion you have made for th^ 

various 
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various branches of the public fervice, demandi 
my warmeft acknowledgments; and my partieu- ' 
jar thanks are due for the liberality which you 
have (hewn in exonerating my civil government 
and houfehold, from the debts with which they 
were unavoidably burthened . 

*^ Whilft I regret the amount of the fupplies 
which circumftances have rendered neeeffary, it is 
& relief to me to contemplate the ftate of our ma- 
nufaftures, commerce, and revenue, which alForcl 
the mod decifive and gratifying proofs of the 
abundance of our internal pefources, and of the 
growing prolperity of the country. 

f^ My L(fr4h ^«^ Qentlmen, 

" As J think it expedient that the eledion of a 
new parliament (hould take place without delay, 
it is my intefttion forthwith to give direftions foi^ 
diffolving the prefent, and for calling a new par-^ 
liament. ' \ 

f* In tbmmunicating to you this intention, I 
cannot fupprefs thofe fentiments of entire appro* 
bation, with which I refleft upon every part of 
your conduct, lince I firft met you in this plaice. 
The unexabipled difficulties of bur iituation, re- 
quired the utn^oft cflfcrts of that wifdom and^ for- 

titudqt 
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titud^^ which you ik> eminently displayed in co^ 
tending with them^ and by which thqf We bee^ 
ib happily (unnoant^d. From yq^T judji^iop^ 
smd falutary meafures during the laft year, ^f 
people derived all the relief which could be af- 
forded under one of the fere^-eft difpenfiUiioQS of 
Proric^nce; And it was by the fpirit- and dcter-p 
inination which uniformly animated your comi' 
i:tls^ aided by the unprecedented exertie^s of fngr 
fi^cte and acmies, and the zealous and cordis 09* 
operation of my people;, that I was ena^ed tp 
profecute with fucce^s, and 'ierouiiate wMh ho^ 
nour, the long and atdi«K)(us conteft in whkh w« 
»have been engaged. 

^' The fame fenfe of p^iAic duty, the^ame for 
IHitudefor the welfjtre xai yow country, will 
noiy> ip yojur individual chara<3:eirs, induce y<Hi ip 
icnco.urage by ^ the ^means in your power the cul* 
tivation ^nd improvement of the advant^es of 
peace. 

•* My endeavours will n^iifer l>e wanting 1^ 'pre^ 
fcrye the.hkifings, by iWhiqh we are fe capwent^ 
.4ii3tiD[^uiChed, ^rid to prc^e th^t the jprofpeijity 
wd .happini^fsof ^ cl^fie&pf my i^ii^Mf^f^M 
^^me theobji^&s ^wlM^h 9i?e jal^y.s th^ neMfeft to 
iny hearts'' 

After 
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After bis Majefty had delivered his fpccch, f 
The lord chancellor came forward an4 addrefir 
ed both houfcs to the following eflfedt: 

'* My Lords, and Genilemeny 

•* It is His Majefty 's royal will aad' plcafui* 
that this parliament be pror<^ed until Tueiday, 
the 1 7th day of Auguft nexb— and this parliament 
jftands prorogued till the (aid 17th day of Auguft 
accordingly." 

Thus is clofed the lixth and laft iei£oa of the 
jprefent parliament, for choofing which, the gen^ 
ral eledion was holden in 1 796.. 

In the fpeaker*s addrefs is a fuccindt retrolpedt, 
and a juft comment on the political and financial 
m^afures of government: and in his ^jefty's 
fpeech appear ftrpng indications of a mind, that 
taving entered moft deeply into public diftrefs, 
and into various circymftances affeftin^ his hap- 
pinefs, was now perfeftly relieved from anxiety ; 
and that adequately eftimated thofe parliament*y 
proiceedings, which had been inftxume(itaj in 
rcftoring to him fatisfaftio^i and comfort* 

Tuefday, June 2^, — On this day wja figned 
and ifljied a pipclaoKatipn^ by wbich the parlia^ 

went 
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tnent then exifting was diiTolved^ and another 
called. 

This event in itfelf implies an epoch, and i& 
ithe laft propofed for mention in this work* The 
Memoirs are thus arrived at a point, where fea^^ 
fonably and properly they may at length termi- 
nate. Having therefore firft expreffed fui eameft 
wiQi, that, in the enfuing choice of reprefenta^ 
lives, the civil qualification of eledive fufFragc 
may neither be perverted by corruption, nor exr 
crcifed with factious views, nor impeded by 
tumultuary and violent outrage, repugnant to every 
idea, and deftruftive to the very exiftepce of 
genuine liberty : having alfo conceived an ardent 
hope, that the new, like the late, parliament, will 
be circumfpefl: and finn in preferving our confti- 
tution, fo that it may be endangered neither by 
the fubtleties of popular artifice, nor by the fpe* 
culative theories of jflate-projedors; to fuch 
carneft wilh and ardent hope for the New Par- 
liament, we .will add, as a corollary, this cpn- 
clufion : 

Few^ indeed, in number are the months which 
have thus been engaging pur attention; but, 
though they are few, they have yet been firuitful 
in events both numerous and interefting. Of 
thefe, the naval viftory m the bafon of eopen* 

hagcn, 
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hagen, which firfl led to the difruptioA of . the 
NorthcrriConfederacy J and the various conque^ 
made by our army in Egypt^ which liberated that 
province, and completely fruftrated the fchemes 
of deep policy conceived immediately againft 
Turkey, but ultimately againft our poffeiSons 
in the Eaft; will ever be .menwrable. They are 
alfo tranfa^tions from which will be imparted no 
inconfiderable fhare of praife to the prefent Mini- 
fter; for, they are proofs inconteftible of the 
promptitude and fpirit, with which he gave eflfe<St 
to the preconcerted plans of operation by fea and 
land; and they are evident demonftrations of the 
adivity, judgment, and vigour, with which he pro- 
fecuted the war, fo long as war was advifable. 
The point, however, which above all others moft 
forcibly attracts our notice; theobjeft, on which 
we juftly fix our thoughts with the moft fevour- 
able regard; is that furprifingly rapid and moft 
fenfibly felt tranfition, from gloom to cheerful* 
nefs; from domeftic preflure in fupplying national 
exigences, to comparative relief; from public ap- 
prehenfions, to general fecurity; from that foli^ 
citude infeparably attached to war, a foHcitude 
for friends and relations, for armies and fleets, 
for colonies and native country, to the felicity in- 
,ipircd by a confcioufnefs of fafety and unin- 
terrupted 



ferfupted tnjcrjrtneirt . dttidng ^ &te of pi^acev 
Ttat,«fldei? the bidfling of AhMionr'g God^ ! 
tfcik change whkh we have experkivced in our famn 
liesy ia GUf (^ommunkies, in our kingdoms, has 
been efFefted in the admimftxation of Mt. Adding^ 
ton, cannot poflibly be denied. Let this faft be 
duly weighed. Let it then be confidered, that if 
the charaAer of every man is belt known by 
hi& words and adions .tried, prox^ed, and experi- 
enced through a period of arduous difficulties 5 
the language and conduft of Mr. Addington, 
here compendioufly recorded, tlirough the firft 
fifteen months of his adminiflratron, will (hew 
WHETHER HE BE J OR BE HOT; cndowed With 
the itioft laudable and moft eminent of thofe ta^ 
lents, which conftitute fuch a llatefman as 
Britons will applaud fo long as they value ih- 
telled, fagacity, fortitude, perfeverahce, Conde- 
fccnfion, integrity, truly British principles in 
government, difcretion in knowing where to make 
conceffion, and firmnefs in maintaining what 
conviction demonftrates cannot be yielded with 
iafety. And fince to. the- inquiry, vthether hb 
BE ? OR BK NOT ? a ftatrfmau of that defcription, 
it will not be confident either with truth of faftsi, 
orwithc^dour of judgment, to anfwer in the 
;ttejj^ive -^ or to fay that his talents have Jiot been 
5 affiduoufly 
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affiduouliy and beneficially exerted for public^ 
GOOD ; it is an evident confequence, ^^t as fer* 
vices conferred iiidifputably demand of m a 
proper return^ Mr. Addington is entitled to 

MATIOVAL ESTEEM. 
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LukeHMitra, Printer, 
Qtax TttmftllCf LiocoloVLui Field*. 
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